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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT Ð YEAR ÔCÕ            28TH/29TH NOVEMBER 2009 
 
Why?  Why this?  Why me?  Why now? 
 
During the week I watched the heart-breaking scenes of people returning to their homes and businesses in the north of 
England, in Cockermouth and Workington.  Whatever they had expected, it was probably worse than imagined: ruin, 
loss of belongings and treasured personal effects, and the stench left behind when flood waters recede.  You could see 
the shock on people’s faces as they knew that it would be many months before they could hope to live in those houses 
again.  As we have also heard, communities dependent on bridges to get to school and work and the shops are facing 
huge problems.  And they might be forgiven for asking: why?  Why has this happened to us? 
 
Also this week the long-awaited Iraq Enquiry got underway in London.  Four knights of the realm and one baroness 
have been assembled to spend the next year assembling the evidence to build a picture of what happened in the run up 
to, and subsequent years, the conflict in Iraq.  One lady who attended the opening was Rose Gentle, whose son was 
killed in Iraq.  She has questions and is hoping that this Enquiry will provide answers.  It may do, but I suspect there will 
still be questions left unanswered as to what precisely happened, and why.   
 
It is part of our human condition that we ask questions, that we want to know.  This weekend we begin the Season of 
Advent by looking forward to the Second Coming of Christ (not his first coming to the stable in Bethlehem).  We might 
be wondering: when, when is he coming.  We have no way of knowing exactly when Christ will come in all his glory.  
Whilst the questions are understandable, we can only be ready by living the kind of life he wants us to live.  There is no 
reason at all why we shouldn’t ask the questions, but we also have to accept that there will not always be answers, or 
answers which we think will satisfy us.     

Fr John                                                   
MASS INTENTIONS 

ENGLISH MARTYRS TIMINGS ST JOSEPHÕS 
Aidan Murphy RIP   6.30 pm Vigil Mass   
Joseph D’Cruz RIP   9.30 am     8.30 am James MacMahon RIP 
Dec’d. members of the Barratt 
& Commins families RIP 

11.30 am 

Bridie McGlynn RIP   5.00 pm 

Sunday            
  10.30 am Kathleen Gaughan RIP 

Joseph D’Cruz RIP   9.30 am Monday    8.30 am All deceased members of the 
parish 

Marie Lowrie RIP  Tuesday    7.00 pm Irene Ibañez RIP 
Mick & Agnes Kelly RIP   9.30 am Wednesday      9.00 am Foundation Mass:   

Mrs Pauline Howat 
Bridget Scanlon RIP   8.00 pm Thursday    9.00 am Mary Tomas RIP 
Yves Branquart RIP   9.30 am Friday    7.00 pm Mary Tomas RIP 

  10.00 am Mariano Ibañez RIP  Saturday  

    3.00 pm Carmen’s 25th Anniversary in 
the Servite Secular Institute 

FEASTS OF THE WEEK:  
Monday – St Andrew         Tuesday – St Edmund Campion         Thursday – St Francis Xavier       

Friday – St John Damascene         Saturday – Ss Birinus & Hedda       
 EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  Saturday 9.30-10 am 
5.30–6.15 pm CONFESSIONS - SATURDAY 10.30-11 am 

Responsorial Psalm :  ÒTo you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.Ó  



 
COLLECTIONS FOR 22ND NOVEMBER 2009 

Gift Aid  £323.07 
Planned Giving  £55.50 
Loose Plate  £245.31 
TF3 £9.00 
Christmas Draw Money  £98.10 
Youth Group  £210.00 
Donation (Advent Stand)  £97.76 
Candle Money  £10.67 
Christmas Cards  £9.70 
Repository  £160.00 
TF5 £10.00 
TOTAL £1,229.11 
Running Totals   
TF5 (Fr Zvonko)  £179.44 
Bamenda  £595.09 
TF3 £29.70 

 
REMINDER 

The counters for Sunday, 6th December will be Sean Murphy 
and Peter Chesworth. 
 

YOUTH GROUP 
The next Youth Group session on Friday, 4th December will be 
a Christmas Party and Talent Show.   
 

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS  
Just a reminder to all parishioners:  It would be much 
appreciated if you could contribute suitable Christmas items for 
the hampers.  A large box is available in the Church porch for 
collection of all donations.  Draw tickets are now available and 
proceeds from the draw will go to parish funds.   
 

NOVEMBER Ð HOLY SOULS 
The final designated Mass will be offered on Monday, 30th 
November at 8.30 am 

 
CARMEN 

Carmen will be celebrating her 25th Anniversary of entering the 
Servite Secular Institute on Saturday, 5th December.  A 
Thanksgiving Mass will be celebrated at 3 pm at St Joseph’s 
Church and all parishioners are invited.  Refreshments will be 
available in the hall afterwards.  Carmen has indicated that she 
really does not want any gifts, but would encourage donations to 
the drop-in-centre, if people wish.  There will be a basket at the 
back of the Church after the Celebration Mass for any such 
donations. 
 

CHRISTMAS CARDS AND REPOSITORY  
A selection of cards, cribs, calendars, candles and other 
seasonal items for Advent and Christmas will be on sale after 
Masses in the small hall during November.  Parish Christmas 
cards will also be on sale.  All profits will go to parish funds. 

 
ST PAULÕS SCHOOL ADVENT SERVICE 

All Middle and Upper school pupils will be involved in the 
school’s annual Advent Service, which takes place in St. 
Joseph’s Church on Monday, 14th December at 7 pm. 

 
AN ADVENT CELEBRATION  

The Advent Celebration takes place today at St Joseph’s from 12 
noon.  The Pastoral Area Advent Service will take place 3.30 pm. 
 

CHURCHES IN WEST READING 
There will be carols at Tilehurst Triangle 6.30 pm on Tuesday, 
22nd December.  For further details please contact St Michael’s 
Church Tilehurst - Giles Winter - gileswinter@talktalk.net - 
Tony Bartlett, Cornwell Community Church. 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
Just a reminder that all items for the newsletter must be 
submitted to the Parish Office before 5 pm on Wednesday  of 
each week. 

 
MARY TOMAS RIP 

The family of the late Mary Tomas RIP would like to thank all 
those who sympthasized with them during their recent sad.  The 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered for the intentions of all 
on Tuesday, 16th February at 7 pm here at St Joseph’s. 

 
VP SENIOR CITIZENS CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Will be held on Saturday 12th December in the English Martyrs 
Parish Centre from 1 - 4.30 pm.  A light lunch will be served, 
followed by entertainment in the afternoon.  Invitations are 
available after all Masses this weekend and next weekend at 
English Martyrs.  For further details relating to invitations for 
senior citizens in St Joseph’s parish, please contact Ev 
Brewester on 942 2558. 
 

THE UNION OF CATHOLIC MOTHERS 
The UCM's next meeting on Wednesday, 2nd December will be 
an evening of Reflections on Advent.  Please bring along a 
suitable item (prayer, reading, etc.,) to share. We meet in the 
small hall at 7.30 pm and all ladies are welcome to join us. 
 

SCHOOL ADMISSION APPEALS PANEL  
Volunteers are required to become panel members for schools in 
the Diocese of Portsmouth.  These panels enable parents to 
exercise their right to appeal when their application for a school 
place for their child has been turned down.  Panels must contain 
a mixture of people involved in education and lay people.  Panel 
members must have no connection with the school for which 
appeals are being heard.  Training will be over two days and held 
in Basingstoke on:  Monday, 25th January and Friday, 5th  
February 2010.   
 
For further information and to enrol please contact:  
Administration Officer, Department for Schools, Park Place 
Pastoral Centre, Winchester Road, Wickham, Fareham, 
Hampshire PO17 5HA.  Tel. 01329 835363 or email 
schools@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or use the web 
www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk.  
 

KNITWITS 
The next meeting will be on 7th December at 8 pm at the home of 
Janet Tyas:   7 Kettering Close, Calcot.   
 
I have received a letter of thanks from the Feed the Children 
Fund for the donation made by the Knitwits group of £235.46 – 
Margaret Chaplin. 
 

ALTAR SERVERS  
Carmen has asked for as many servers as possible at her Silver 
Jubilee Mass next Saturday, 5th December at 3 pm.  Please 
contact me if you are able to be present. 
 
There will be practice for Christmas on Wednesday, 23rd 
December  - time to be announced nearer the date.  An altar 
servers treat will be arranged in the New Year.  Ideas or 
suggestions to me please – Mike Tomas. 
 

LIFE 
On Saturday, 5th December, a meeting of all the LIFE groups in the 
Thames Valley Region, in the small hall here at St Joseph’s from 
1.30 – 4 pm.  All LIFE supporters are welcome. 
 
On Tuesday, 8th December, in English Martyrs Parish Centre 
following 9.30 am Mass, a Christmas sale of gifts, toiletries, 
jewellery, etc., with raffle and refreshments. 
 
THE READING & DISTRICT LIFE GROUP is in urgent need of a 
competent secretary to prepare minutes and help with 
administration.  Must be available to attend morning meetings on 
the second Tuesday of every month at the LIFE Care Centre 
situated in the English Martyrs Parish Centre.  For further 
information, please contact Christine Wall – Telephone No. 941 
1605. 


