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| was reading something recently on the importance of childrenOs ministry in the Church when | came across research by a
certain George Barna and the Barna Institute carried out in the USA in May 2001. This research stated that attracting younger
children to a Church to learn about the Love of God will have 5 to 8 times the impact of attracting the same number of older
children or adults. Church attendance by children does not only have a lifelong impact on them but also has an impact on
whether as parents they bring their children to Church. The article concluded that the first seven years of life constitute the
period for laying the foundations of religion and that this is the most important period in the whole of a person's life in
determining their later religious attitudes.

This article made me think about our attitude to children when they come to our Church. One of the first things that struck me
when | first came to St JosephOs was the fact that baptisms were celebrated after Mass, because celebrating the sacrament
during Mass would make the Mass longer and maybe the crowd would be too much for the Church to accommodate. | had
always thought that it was important for the community to welcome the new member into the Church but had to soon get used
to the idea of being the only community representative at baptisms.

Later on, | discovered that some parishioners would not just attend a Mass in which young people were taking an active part:
celebration Masses for the sacraments, Youth Sunday Masses and so on. Recently, | have received complaints from
parishioners who are upset by parents who bring children into Church and OdisturbO the rest of the parishioners who want to
pray or listen to the Word of God.

It is important for mums and dads who bring their children to Mass to impress on them, as far as they are capable of
understanding, that they are not at a childrenOs play group . As an individual, | am always delighted to see children in Church.
| have said it over and over at St JosephOs that the future of our Church depnds on these children and we cannot keep them
away from Church when they are young and expect them to come back as adults. | am happy that the research above
vindicates my position. But more than that, | think it is important for us all, as we prepare to celebrate Christmas, the coming
into this world of the Child Jesus, to ask ourselves what Christ would think of our attitude to children in our Churches.
Remember He was Oindignant® when people tried to stop children coming to him and he said: OLet titde children come to me,
and do not stop themO (Mark 10:14). In addition, the Bible tells us: "Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is

old he will not depart from it." (Proverbs 22:6). Fr Joseph
MASS INTENTIONS

ENGLISH MARTYRS TIMINGS | ST JOSEPHOS
Tony & Martin Morrin RIP 6.30 pm Vigil Mass
Kevin, John & Patrick 9.30 am Sunday 8.30 am Mary Tomas RIP
McSharry RIP
Delia May RIP 11.30 am 10.30 am Mary Tomas RIP
Anne & FinbarrOs Intentions 5.00 pm
Peter Walsh RIP 9.30 am Monday 8.30 am Jeremy Welton RIP
Requiem D Battie Tierney 6.00 pm 7.00 pm St PaulOs School Advent Service
Caroline Burrett RIP 9.30 am Tuesday 7.00 pm Mairin Hayes RIP
Funeral BJohn Bayliss RIP 9.30 am Wednesday 9.00 am Arthur Pearl
Michael Murphy RIP 8.00 pm Thursday 9.00 am Michael Knowles RIP
Mary Walsh RIP 9.30 am Friday 7.00 pm Mary Tomas RIP

Saturday 10.00 am Mary Tomas RIP

FEASTS OF THE WEEK:
Monday B St John of the Cross
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT Saturday 9.30-10 am
5.3086.15 pm CONFESSIONS - SATURDAY 10.30-11 am
Responsorial Psalm : OSing and shout for joy for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.O




COLLECTIONS FOR 6™ DECEMBER 2009

Gift Aid £396.79
Planned Giving £36.50
Loose Plate £298.11
TF3 £9.50
Christmas Draw Money £304.00
Hall Hire £90.00
Candle Money £47.95
Christmas Cards £35.00
Donations (Drop -in-Centre) £401.47
TF5 (Fr Zvonko) £0.00
TOTAL £1,619.32
Running Totals

TF5 (Fr Zvonko) £199.44
Christmas Draw Money £656.30
Christmas Cards £291.85

REMINDER
The counters for Sunday, 20™ December will be Tony Chaplin &
John Macbeth.

ST PAULOS SCHOOL ADVENT SERVICE
All Middle and Upper school pupils will be involved in the schoolOs
annual Advent Service, which takes place in St. JosephOs Church
on Monday, 14" December at 7 pm.

CHURCHES IN WEST READING
There will be carols at Tilehurst Triangle 6.30 pm on Tuesday,
22" December. For further details please contact St Michael®
Church Tilehurst - Giles Winter - gileswinter@talktalk.net - Tony
Bartlett, Cornwell Community Church.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Just a reminder that all items for the newsletter must be
submitted to the Parish Office before 5 pm on Wednesday of
each week.

THANK YOU
Carmen would like to thank all the parishioners and clergy from
St JosephOs, English Martyrs and St James® who celebrated with
her - 25 years in the Servite Secular Institute, and for being so
generous in raising £401.47 for those who rely on the drop-in
centre in Reading. Thank you again and God Bless You All b
Carmen.

ST PAULOS SCHOOL NEWS
News from St Paul®s Primary School iscontained in its weekly
newsletter and is displayed in the Church porch.

ALTAR SERVERS
There will be practice for Christmas on Wednesday, 23"
December - time to be announced nearer the date. An altar
servers treat will be arranged in the New Year. Ideas or
suggestions to me please b Mike Tomas.

LIFE

THE READING & DISTRICT LIFE GROUP is in urgent need of a
competent secretary to prepare minutes and help with
administration. Must be available to attend morning meetings on
the second Tuesday of every month at the LIFE Care Centre
situated in the English Martyrs Parish Centre. For further
information, please contact Christine Wall B Telephone No. 941
1605.

NEWSLETTERS
Back copies (up to two years) of St Joseph's newsletters can be
found on our web site: www.st-josephs-tilehurst.org.uk

CHRISTMAS EVE
There will be a Youth led Mass here at St JosephOs on24™
December at 5.45 pm. Rehearsal for any youth who would like to
read or take part in the choir will be on Friday, 18" December from
7.30 B9 pm in Church. Hot chocolate and biscuits afterwards.

PARENTHESIS AND ENGLISH MARTYRS SCHOOL CHOIR
A Christmas Concert and Carols with the audience this Sunday b
6.30 - 8 pm in the Church. Tickets £5, children free. Pay at
door.

ADVENT PENITENTIAL SERVICES
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Wed. 16" 7.30 pm | Our Lady of Peace & BI.

Dominic Barberi
Thurs. 17" 7.30 pm | St John Bosco, Woodley.
8.00 pm | St Thomas More, Twyford.
Fri. 18" 7.30 pm | Our Lady & St AnneOs,
Caversham.
Sat. 19" 11.00 am | English Martyrs, Reading.
Mon. 215 | 7.30 pm | St JosephOs, Tilehurst.

NEW TEENS CLUB
A new teens club (aimed at Year 8 and above) will commence
fortnightly on Friday, 15" January 2010 from 8 pm D 10 pm.
The next Youth Group session will begin on Friday, g™ January
2010. For further details please contact Nicola Ritchie
9415636.

BAPTISM COURSE

The next Baptism course at St JosephOs will be on Wednesday,
6th January and Wednesday, 13th January from 8 pm - 9.30 pm
in the main Church hall. We will be using a programme called:
Baptism B helping your child get the most out of life. Godparents
are also welcome to join us for discussion and to watch a DVD.
The courses only run every few months, so if you are new or
expectant parents, it might be better to attend this course if you
wish your child to be baptised fairly soon.

If you are considering Baptism for your child, whatever their age,
please register for the course by contacting Brigid Parkes on
9427436 or alternatively email the Parish Office (details on the
front of this newsletter).

CHURCH CLEANING
We will be giving the Church a Ospring clean® for Christmas on
Tuesday, 22" December from 9 am onwards. If you can spare
an hour, please come along to help. Everyone is welcome.

NEW YEAR'S EVE MASS AND PARTY
-31ST DECEMBER 2009

Fr Joseph invites parishioners to a New Year's Eve Mass and
Party on 31st December 2009. The Mass will start at 7 pm in the
Church. The party follows in the Parish Hall and includes
refreshments, drinks, entertainment and the welcoming of the
New Year 2010. Because of safety regulations, numbers have to
be limited to 80. There will be a poster giving further details in
the Church porch today and parishioners are invited to submit
their names on the list provided, so as to order their tickets - first
come first served. Admission tickets, which are free, can be
collected from the Church porch from Sunday, 20th December.

WORLD YOUTH DAY LAUNCH EVENINGS
The next International Gathering for World Youth Day (WYD) will
be held in Madrid during August 2011. If you would like to be part
of the Diocesan group or you want to find out more about WYD,
then come along to one of the information evenings.
¥ Thurs. 14th January 2010 - 7.30-9.30 pm - St Francis
De Sales, Warren Road, Wash Common, Newbury,
Berks. RG14 6NH
¥  Tues. 19th January 2010 - 7.30-9.30 pm - St Edward
the Confessor, 191/193 Winchester Road, Chandlers
Ford, Hants. SO53 2DU.

UNION OF CATHOLIC MOTHERS
The UCM will end the year with a Christmas social. It will be held
at 7 pm at Veronica's home: 9 Orkney Close, Calcot on
Wednesday, 16" December. Please contact Veronica on 941
8783 if you need transport. All members are welcome.




