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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT Ð YEAR ÔCÕ            19TH/20TH DECEMBER 2009 
As Christmas fast approaches we will find ourselves at that moment when all will stop or be forced to stop and we shall hear 
the cry of a baby, and see him lying in a manger.  This moment will give meaning and value to all that we are about as human 
beings... that God should come amongst us possessing our human nature.   This may be a time that will evoke many memories 
and feelings.  We may remember those who are not with us as we gather with family members or something that happened 
that may bring us a sense of sadness.   
Some years ago when I was walking along the Oxford Road on Christmas Night I met a solitary figure walking towards me.  I 
greeted him with ÒHappy ChristmasÓ and then I realized he was not English by his accent.  He said, ÒI am Polish!Ó  Oh, I said, 
ÒWesolych Swiat Bozego Narodzenia!Ó (ÒHappy ChristmasÓ in PolishÓ).  We entered into a very interesting conversation.  He 
told me that though he was alone during Christmas he was not lonely because of past experiences.  During the Second World 
War when he lived in Poland he could have collaborated with the enemy.  This would have enabled him to have everything he 
wanted, but the fact that he didnÕt meant that he suffered many hardships.  After the war life was still pretty hard and he 
wondered whether the following of his beliefs really amounted to anything.  One sunny summerÕs day he lay down on the grass 
feeling a deep sense of despair; was it all worth it.  It was then that he sensed God saying to him, ÒYou are lying on my green 
grass and my sun is shining on you.Ó  Yes, all he had gone through and the fact that he had followed his beliefs even though it 
meant experiencing difficulties had all been worth it!  He was not alone.     Fr Richard  
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
ENGLISH MARTYRS TIMINGS ST. JOSEPHÕS 
Carvalho & Bennett Families RIP   6.30 pm Vigil Mass   
Mohammed Lamin RIP   9.30 am      8.30 am Mary Tomas RIP 
Anna Kema RIP 11.30 am 
Lil Moss RIP   5.00 pm 

  Sunday          
   10.30 am Jim Ward RIP 

Funeral - Bridget Goff RIP    9.30 am Monday     8.30 am 
   7.30 pm 

No Mass 
Penitential Service 

Funeral ÐMartin Davey RIP    9.30 am 
Carvalho & Bennett Families RIP   1.30 pm 

Tuesday      7.00 pm Mary Tomas Rip 

Funeral ÐMichael McNulty RIP    9.30 am     9.00 am Anne & George Beale RIP 
Syro Malabar Mass   2.00 pm   
Deceased members of the DÕCruz 
& Price Families RIP  

 6  pm   

Carols followed by Midnight Mass 
for the Priests in our Pastoral 
Area 

11.30 pm 

Wednesday  
 
 
Thursday  
CHRISTMAS  
EVE 

    6.00 pm 
  11.30 pm 
   12.00 pm 

Milldred HeffernanÕs Ints 
Carols followed by Midnight 
Mass for all our parishioners 

Martin & Kathleen Gaynard, John 
Nevin & Michael Heneghan RIP 

  8.00 am    9.00 am 
  10.30 am 

Peter Jones RIP 
Eugene Herbert RIP 

Kevin McSharry RIP   9.30 am 
Michael Conroy RIP 11.30 am 

CHRISTMAS 
DAY 

  

   Saturday   10.00 am Patrick McMahon RIP 
 

THE FEASTS FOR THIS WEEK ARE  
Monday  - St Peter Canusius   - Wednesday  - St John of Kanty 

Thursday/Friday       THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD Ð CHRISTMAS DAY    Saturday Ð St Stephen  

 
 
 

5,30 pm Ð 6,15 pm CONFESSIONS - SATURDAY                            10.30 am - 11.am 

Responsorial Psalm: ÒGod of hosts, bring us back; let your face shine on us and we shall be saved.  
NO EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  

 



 
 

COLLECTIONS FOR 13TH DECEMBER 2009 
 

Gift Aid  £440.22 
Planned Giving  £63.50 
Loose Plate  £238.24 
TF3 £7.81 
Christmas Draw Money  £167.00 
Hall Hire  £2,450.00 
Candle Money  £31.92 
Youth Group  £680.00 
TF5 (Fr Zvonko)  £25.00 
Repository  £139.00 
TOTAL £4,242.69 
Running Totals   
TF5 (Fr Zvonko)  £224.44 
Christmas Draw Money  £656.30 
Christmas Cards  £291.85 

 
 

CHURCHES IN WEST READING 
There will be carols at Tilehurst Triangle 6.30 pm on Tuesday, 
22nd December.  For further details please contact St MichaelÕs 
Church Tilehurst - Giles Winter - gileswinter@talktalk.net - Tony 
Bartlett, Cornwell Community Church. 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
Just a reminder that all items for the newsletter must be 
submitted to the Parish Office before 5 pm on Wednesday  of 
each week. 

 
ST PAULÕS SCHOOL NEWS 

News from St PaulÕs Primary School is contained in its weekly 
newsletter and is displayed in the Church porch. 
 

ALTAR SERVERS  
Practice for Christmas will be at 2:30pm on Wednesday 23rd 
December. Please attend if at all possible. 
Saturday 26th - St Stephen's Day 
St Stephen is the Patron Saint of Altar Servers and so ALL Servers (if 
not away) are expected to attend the 10am Mass to renew their 
commitment to their Ministry. Light refreshments will be provided 
afterwards, at which time the Servers treat will be discussed. 
Please let me know if you are unable to attend either of the above. 
Mike Tomas - 9412786 

NEWSLETTERS 
Back copies (up to two years) of St Joseph's newsletters can be 
found on our web site:  www.st-josephs-tilehurst.org.uk  
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
There will be a Youth led Mass here at St JosephÕs on 24th 
December at 5.45 pm.  For further details please contact Nicola 
Ritchie 941 5636. 
 

PENITENTIAL SERVICE 
 

Monday, 21st December  at 
7.30 pm 

St JosephÕs, Tilehurst 

 
NEW TEENS CLUB 

A new teens club (aimed at Year 8 and above) will commence 
fortnightly from Friday, 15th January 2010 from 8 pm Ð 10 pm.  
The next Youth Group session will begin on Friday, 8th January 
2010.  For further details please contact Nicola Ritchie 9415636. 
 

CHRISTIANS IN THE WEST OF READING 
The next meeting will be on Monday, 21st December at 7.30 pm 
at Norcot Mission, Brockley Close, RG30 4YP, to Share 
Encouragements, for Fellowship, Praise and Prayer.  Dates for 
2010 are 18th January, 15th February and 15th March.  For further 
information please contact Tony Bartlet on 967 8659. 
 
 

 

BAPTISM COURSE 
The next Baptism course at St JosephÕs will be on Wednesday, 
6th January and Wednesday, 13th January from 8 pm - 9.30 pm 
in the main Church hall.  We will be using a programme called: 
Baptism Ð helping your child get the most out of life.  Godparents 
are also welcome to join us for discussion and to watch a DVD. 
The courses only run every few months, so if you are new or 
expectant parents, it might be better to attend this course if you 
wish your child to be baptised fairly soon. 
 
If you are considering Baptism for your child, whatever their age, 
please register for the course by contacting Brigid Parkes on 
9427436 or alternatively email the Parish Office (details on the 
front of this newsletter). 
 

CHURCH CLEANING 
We will be giving the Church a Ôspring cleanÕ for Christmas on 
Tuesday, 22nd December from 9 am onwards.  If you can spare 
an hour, please come along to help.  Everyone is welcome. 
 

NEW YEAR'S EVE MASS AND PARTY  
- 31ST DECEMBER 2009 

Fr Joseph invites parishioners to a New Year's Eve Mass and 
Party on 31st December 2009.  The Mass will start at 7 pm in the 
Church.  The party follows in the Parish Hall and includes 
refreshments, drinks, entertainment and the welcoming of the 
New Year 2010.  Because of safety regulations, numbers have to 
be limited to 80.  There will be a poster giving further details in 
the Church porch today and parishioners are invited to submit 
their names on the list provided, so as to order their tickets - first 
come first served.  Admission tickets, which are free , can be 
collected from the Church porch from Sunday, 20th December.   
 

JOURNEY IN FAITH 
Are you interested in finding out more about the Catholic faith? 
You may be considering becoming a Catholic or simply want to 
ask a few questions.  Perhaps you are a Catholic who has been 
out of touch and would like to reconnect.  The Journey in Faith 
group meets on Thursday evenings. For more details please 
contact the parish office or phone Brigid Parkes on 942 7436. 
 

TOMAS IBARRONDO RIP 
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Tomas Ibarrondo whose 
cremation will take place on Thursday, 24th December at 9.45 
am at Reading Crematorium. 
 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING 
Parishioners are reminded  that the Christmas Offering is for their 
personal use of the clergy. This is one of their main sources of 
income for the year and you are asked to be as generous as 
possible. 
 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
The Parish Office will be open as usual, ie Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 9am Ð 12.30pm on 22nd and 24th December. It will be 
closed however from 25th December until Tuesday, 5th January 
2010. Any urgent messages (Funerals and sick calls) will be 
continued to be dealt with Fr Joseph on the usual number 
(9428632). 
 

CHRISTMAS HAMPER DRAW  
The draw took place last Sunday, 13th December and the list of 
winners is displayed in the church Porch. The draw raised 
£990.10. An expense of £200 was incurred for printing and the 
parish had already decided to donate £250 from the money 
raised to the SVP. This left a profit  of £540.10 for Parish Funds.  
Many thanks to the organisers of the draw and for the generous 
support given by parishioners. Fr Joseph.  
 
Winners Ð please collect your hampers before Christmas  
 


