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FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY BYEAR OCO 26'"/27™ DECEMBER 2009

Like many people, | got stuck in the traffic on Monday evening when the snow came down. It took me two and a
half hours to get along Berkeley Avenue and back to the Presbytery. But for many others the evening was much
worse and | could see cars virtually stationary on the roundabout until after midnight b others asked if they could
leave their vehicles in the church car park as they decided to walk. The next day, everyone had a story to tell. |
heard from men working for AB Walkers that they couldnOt get the limousines across Rading Bridge because it was
like a sheet of glass. After five hours they left the cars in the garage near the bridge and walked. They told me that
just north of the bridge a man was outside the small pizza shop there, handing out slices of pizza to those stranded
in their cars. A simple gesture B but it is often the smallest acts of kindness and thoughtfulness that make the
difference. The next day the roads were very quiet and | would imagine that many had decided to take a day off!

As we stand close to the beginning of a New Year, we can look back on 2009. For many it has not been the easiest
of years with its worries and anxieties. A number of families have lost loved ones and job security has been a
constant worry. But all sorts of good things have happened along the way: couples have celebrated their
marriages, babies have been born and baptised, young boys and girls have started new schools, older children
have moved to Secondary School, others left for University, College or work in other places. There is always this
sense of movement and change and so much that is good. So much for which to thank God.

In a world marked by change, it is important to have those things which are constant Bthat we can rely upon. The
Feast of the Holy Family is not so about a perfect group of three people, Mary, Joseph and Jesus. Rather this
Feast is a reminder that with all the ups and downs we face, the relationships we have b especially with our family B
are vital. But how often do we take them for granted? As 2009 draws to a close, thank God for those people who
love us, support us, and are always there for us.

Fr John
MASS INTENTIONS
ENGLISH MARTYRS TIMINGS | ST JOSEPHOS
Bernard Stanfield RIP 6.30 pm Vigil Mass
Michael Heneghan RIP 9.30 am Sunday - THE 8.30 am John Gallagher RIP
Kathleen Gaughan RIP 11.30 am HOLY FAMILY 10.30 am Charles Newman RIP
Louie Fearns RIP 5.00 pm
Therisamma Thomas RIP 10.00 am Monday 10.00 am Daniel Grant RIP
Arch. CorneliusO Intentions 9.30 am Tuesday 7.00 pm Michael Knowles RIP
Fr PennicottOs Intentions 9.30 am Wednesday 9.00 am Ellen McCormack RIP
Kathleen Gaughan RIP 8.00 pm Thursday 7.00 pm For all our parishioners
Jim Rafter RIP 10.00 am Friday D NEW 10.00 am Foundation Mass: Arthur Pearl
YEAROS DAY
Saturday 10.00 am Stephen Troy RIP
FEASTS OF THE WEEK:

Sunday D THE HOLY FAMILY Monday B THE HOLY INNOCENTS  Tuesday B St Thomas of Canterbury
Thursday B St Sylvester | Friday PMARY, MOTHER OF GOD  Saturday P Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen
Thursday 7-8 pm EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT Saturday 9.30-10 am
5.30 ©6.15 pm CONFESSIONS - SATURDAY 10.30 - 11 am

Responsorial Psalm : OThey are happy who dwell in your house, O Lord.O




COLLECTIONS FOR 20™ DECEMBER 2009

Gift Aid £275.80
Planned Giving £39.50
Loose Plate £220.57
TF3 £7.50
Christmas Draw Money £5.50
Candle Money £8.31
TOTAL £557.18
Running Totals

TF5 (Fr Zvonko) £224.44

REMINDER
The counters for Sunday, 3@ January are Harry & Liz McSoley.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Just a reminder that all items for the newsletter must be
submitted to the Parish Office before 5 pm on Wednesday of
each week.

ST PAULOS SCHOOL NEWS
News from St PaulOs Primary School iscontained in its weekly
newsletter and is displayed in the Church porch.

NEW TEENS CLUB
A new teens club (aimed at Year 8 and above) will commence
fortnightly from Friday, 15" January 2010 from 8 pm D 10 pm.
The next Youth Group session will begin on Friday, g™ January
2010. For further details please contact Nicola Ritchie 9415636.

BAPTISM COURSE

The next Baptism course at St JosephOs will be on Wednesdayéth
January and Wednesday, 13th January from 8 pm - 9.30 pm in the
main Church hall. We will be using a programme called: Baptism B
helping your child get the most out of life. Godparents are also
welcome to join us for discussion and to watch a DVD. The courses
only run every few months, so if you are new or expectant parents,
it might be better to attend this course if you wish your child to be
baptised fairly soon.

If you are considering Baptism for your child, whatever their age,
please register for the course by contacting Brigid Parkes on
9427436 or alternatively email the Parish Office (details on the front
of this newsletter).

JOURNEY IN FAITH
Are you interested in finding out more about the Catholic faith? You
may be considering becoming a Catholic or simply want to ask a
few questions. Perhaps you are a Catholic who has been out of
touch and would like to reconnect. The Journey in Faith group
meets on Thursday evenings. For more details please contact the
parish office or phone Brigid Parkes on 942 7436.

CHRISTMAS OFFERING
Parishioners are reminded that the Christmas Offering is for the
personal use of the clergy. This is one of their main sources of
income for the year and you are asked to be as generous as
possible.

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office will be closed from 25" December until Tuesday,
5" January 2010. Any urgent messages (funerals and sick calls)
will be continued to be dealt with Fr Joseph on the usual number
(942 8632).

WELCOME
A warm welcome to Hannah and Sophie Lozano who are being
baptised here at St JosephOs today.

NEW YEAR'S EVE MASS AND PARTY

-31ST DECEMBER 2009
Fr Joseph invites parishioners to a New Year's Eve Mass and
Party on 31st December 2009. The Mass will start at 7 pm in
the Church. The party follows in the Parish Hall and includes
refreshments, drinks, entertainment and the welcoming of the
New Year 2010. Because of safety regulations, numbers have
to be limited to 80. There will be a poster giving further details
in the Church porch today and parishioners are invited to
submit their names on the list provided, so as to order their
tickets - first come first served. Admission tickets, which are
free, can be collected from the Church porch.

CAFOD BDFOCUS AFRICA
Thanks to everyone who has contributed over the past year,
including the £38.70 in November. We, here at St JosephOs,
gave £1,667.77 D this does not include any monies given this
month. On behalf of the many people you have helped b through
CAFOD, | wish you a Holy and Happy New Year B Margaret
Chaplin.

KNITWITS
The next meeting will be on Monday, 4" January at 8 pm at the
home of Theresa Bricker: 23 Bitterne Avenue.

CHRISTMAS HAMPER DRAW
Parishioners will know that the draw took place on 13"
December. In fact, the expense of printing was not £200 as
stated, but £56.35. Sorry for this error. Taking into account the
£250 donated to the SVP, the profit for parish funds has been
raised to £683.75.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH . ..
to those who have prepared our Christmas celebration;
also to those who serve the parish throughout the year in many
ways:
the Sacristan and those who assist,
those who clean the Church and arrange flowers,
those who look after the Repository,
those who form the Choir and provide
Accompaniment.
to those who read, as Ministers of the Word,
to the Ministers of the Eucharist and to the Altar Servers,
to those who provide Liturgies for the children,
to those who provide the Catechetical Instruction
to the Leaders of the Youth Groups; Nursery and Play Group
to the Child Protection Officer;
to the Governors and Staff of the Catholic Schools;
to the members of the Area Parish Pastoral Council and the
Parish Working Group;
to those who get involved on our behalf in ecumenical work;
to those who care for families, the young, the elderly, the sick,
in the capacity of parent or relative or as a member of a Society,
or provide transport to Mass for those without cars;
to those who represent the parish at weekday Mass;
to those who type and print and file and help with administration,
to those who organise and support fundraising events,
to those who ensure the Health and Safety of our Church
Property;
to those who administer the Church Hall lettings and provide
refreshments and attend to the daily cleaning and maintenance;
to those who maintain the Church grounds, lighting & other
equipment
to those who attend to the finances of the Parish,
including Gift Aid, Counting, Book-keeping and Banking.
And for the computer and servicing, provided free, (without
which, none of this would be reaching you!) and for the website.
Have | left anyone out? If so, | offer my sincere apologies.
Thank you all! Please do keep up your kind service to the Glory
of God b Father Joseph.

the Musical



