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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT Ð YEAR ÔCÕ            5TH/6TH DECEMBER 2009 
Traditionally the Pope begins Advent by celebrating Evening Prayer on the First Sunday of Advent. This year when he spoke, 
he reflected on the meaning of the word Advent and this is some of what he said: 
  

Let us reflect briefly on the meaning of this word [Advent], which can be translated as "presence," "arrival," 
"coming."  In the language of the ancient world it was a technical term used to indicate the arrival of a functionary 
or the visit of a king or emperor to a province.  But it could also indicate the coming of the divinity, which goes out 
of concealment to manifest itself with power, or which is celebrated as present in worship.  Christians adopted the 
word "Advent" to express their relationship with Jesus Christ:  Jesus is King, who has entered into this poor 
"province" called earth to visit everyone; He brings to participate in His Advent those who believe in Him, all those 
who believe in His presence in the liturgical assembly.  With the word adventus an attempt was made essentially to 
say:  God is here, He has not withdrawn from the world, He has not left us alone.  Although we cannot see or touch 
Him, as is the case with tangible realities, He is here and comes to visit us in multiple ways. 

  
It seems to me that to be able to have that real sense of God with us in our lives is something most of us have only at certain 
times of our lives, but that when we do, there can be a real sense of peace.  
  
As a priest one of the places you sometimes notice a real consciousness someone has of the presence of God is during 
confession:  you can tell by the tone of voice, or by the way in which a confession is framed, and has clearly is the fruit of 
prayer and reflection. ItÕs not easy at all for most of us to admit to anyone, and perhaps especially to God and to ourselves that 
we have got things wrong, but reflecting on our lives and our mistakes is one of the ways, as the Pope says, that God comes to 
visit us.  
  
During the next few weeks there are various opportunities together to experience the presence of God in the different advent 
reconciliation services in the area:  I do hope we can all think carefully about taking an opportunity to experience that we have 
not been left alone.    Fr Andrew 

MASS INTENTIONS 
ENGLISH MARTYRS TIMINGS ST JOSEPHÕS 
Jim Rafter RIP   6.30 pm Vigil Mass   
Joseph Baptiste RIP   9.30 am     8.30 am Mary Tomas RIP 
Consuelo Brandariz RIP 11.30 am   10.30 am Christopher Nolan RIP 
Bro Fabian OÕDonoghue RIP   5.00 pm 
Syro Malabar   6.30 pm 

Sunday  

    5.00 pm Reception of coffin of 
Catherine Streams RIP 

Catherine Murphy-OÕConnor 
RIP 

  9.30 am Monday  11.00 am Funeral - Catherine Streams 
RIP 

Ina Flood RIP  Tuesday    7.00 pm Mary Tomas RIP 
Bro David Morrissey RIP   9.30 am Wednesday      9.00 am Mrs Violet WickensÕ Intentions 
Paurick Parkes RIP   8.00 pm Thursday    9.00 am Martha & Patrick Munnelly 

RIP 
Funeral Ð Vera Edwards RIP   9.30 am Friday    7.00 pm Foundation Mass:  Peggy Benrey 
 Saturday    10.00 am Sr Mary OÕSullivan RIP 

FEASTS OF THE WEEK:  
Monday Ð St Ambrose             Tuesday Ð Immacula te Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

Thursday Ð St Swithun Wells            Friday Ð St Damasus I             Saturday Ð Our Lady of Guadalupe       
 EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  Saturday 9.30-10 am 
5.30Ð6.15 pm CONFESSIONS - SATURDAY 10.30-11 am 

Responsorial Psalm :  ÒWhat marvels the Lord worked for us!  Indeed we were glad.Ó  
  



COLLECTIONS FOR 29TH NOVEMBER 2009 
Gift Aid  £412.60 
Planned Giving  £56.00 
Loose Plate  £243.82 
TF3 £9.00 
Christmas Draw Money  £204.50 
Donation ( Third Order ) £10.00 
Candle Money  £19.89 
Christmas Cards  £30.35 
Repository  £3.50 
TF5 (Fr Zvonko)  £20.00 
TOTAL £1,009.66 
Running Totals   
TF5 (Fr Zvonko)  £199.44 
Bamenda  £595.09 
Christmas Draw Money  £352.60 
Christmas Cards  £256.65 

 
REMINDER 

The counters for Sunday, 13th December will be Tony & Jill 
Flint and Pat Knowles.  
 

YOUTH GROUP 
The next Youth Group session on Friday, 11th December will 
be a Christmas trip to see Cinderella at the Hexagon.   
 

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 
Just a reminder to all parishioners:  It would be much 
appreciated if you could contribute suitable Christmas items for 
the hampers.  A large box is available in the Church porch for 
collection of all donations and the final day for contributions is 
Monday, 7th December.  SIMILARLY,  ALL MONIES AND 
DRAW TICKET COUNTERFOILS SHOULD BE RETURNED TO 
THE PARISH OFFICE BY MONDAY, 7 TH DECEMBER.   
 

ST PAULÕS SCHOOL ADVENT SERVICE 
All Middle and Upper school pupils will be involved in the 
schoolÕs annual Advent Service, which takes place in St. 
JosephÕs Church on Monday, 14th December at 7 pm. 

 
CHURCHES IN WEST READING 

There will be carols at Tilehurst Triangle 6.30 pm on Tuesday, 
22nd December.  For further details please contact St MichaelÕs 
Church Tilehurst - Giles Winter - gileswinter@talktalk.net - 
Tony Bartlett, Cornwell Community Church. 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
Just a reminder that all items for the newsletter must be 
submitted to the Parish Office before 5 pm on Wednesday  of 
each week. 

 
SVP SENIOR CITIZENS CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Will be held on Saturday 12th December in the English Martyrs 
Parish Centre from 1 - 4.30 pm.  A light lunch will be served, 
followed by entertainment in the afternoon.  Invitations are 
available after all Masses this weekend and next weekend at 
English Martyrs.  For further details relating to invitations for 
senior citizens in St JosephÕs parish, please contact Ev 
Brewester on 942 2558. 
 

CAFOD SUPPORTERS DAY 
Saturday, 9th January, St Bede's Parish Hall, Popley Way, 
Basingstoke RG24 9DX - 10.30 am - 3.30 pm (Stations of the 
Cross at 3.30 pm).  An opportunity for all CAFOD supporters 
across the Diocese to get together and hear about upcoming 
plans to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Lent Fast Day, and 
be led by our Spirituality Team reflecting on and praying in 
solidarity.  Refreshments provided - please bring your own 
lunch.  To book a place contact the CAFOD Portsmouth Office: 
portsmouth@cafod.org.uk or 01252 329385. 
 
 
 

 

ST PAULÕS SCHOOL NEWS 
News from St PaulÕs Primary School is contained in its weekly 
newsletter and is displayed in the Church porch. 
 

KNITWITS 
The next meeting will be on 7th December at 8 pm at the home of 
Janet Tyas:   7 Kettering Close, Calcot.   
 

ALTAR SERVERS  
There will be practice for Christmas on Wednesday, 23rd 
December  - time to be announced nearer the date.  An altar 
servers treat will be arranged in the New Year.  Ideas or 
suggestions to me please Ð Mike Tomas. 
 

LIFE 
On Tuesday, 8th December, in English Martyrs Parish Centre 
following 9.30 am Mass, a Christmas sale of gifts, toiletries, 
jewellery, etc., with raffle and refreshments. 
 
THE READING & DISTRICT LIFE GROUP is in urgent need of a 
competent secretary to prepare minutes and help with 
administration.  Must be available to attend morning meetings on 
the second Tuesday of every month at the LIFE Care Centre 
situated in the English Martyrs Parish Centre.  For further 
information, please contact Christine Wall Ð Telephone No. 941 
1605. 
 

APF 
The amount collected from the red boxes was £553.41 for the year 
ending 31st October.  Many thanks to all boxholders and promoters 
Ð Mike Tomas, APF Secretary. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
There will be a Youth led Mass here at St JosephÕs on 24th 
December at 5.45 pm.  Rehearsal for any youth who would like to 
read or take part in the choir will be on Friday, 18th December from 
7.30 Ð 9 pm in Church.  Hot chocolate and biscuits afterwards. 
 

PARENTHESIS AND ENGLISH MARTYRS SCHOOL CHOIR  
Conducted by: Valerie HoppŽ.  Accompanist: Martin Jones.  
Sunday, 13th December 2009.  6:30 Ð 8:00 pm.  English Martyrs 
Church, 64 Liebenrood Road, Reading, RG30 2EB.  Carols with the 
audience:  Tickets £5.00.  Children - free.  Pay at door or Tel: 0118 
947 0478 or e-mail: Tickets@parenthesis.org.uk.  Reg. charity no: 
1099030.  www.parenthesis.org.uk.   
 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome to Grace Maud Merriman who is being baptised 
here at St JosephÕs today. 
 

PENITENTIAL SERVICES 
Tuesday 15th December at 
7.30 pm 

Christ the King, Whitley 

Wednesday, 16th December 
at 7.30 pm 

Our Lady of Peace & Bl. D. 
Barberi 

Thursday, 17th December at 
7.30 pm 

St John Bosco, Woodley 

Thursday, 17th December at 
8 pm 

St Thomas More, Twyford 

Friday, 18th December at 
7.30 pm  

Our Lady & St AnneÕs, 
Caversham 

Saturday, 19th December at 
11 am 

English Martyrs, Reading 

Monday, 21st December  at 
7.30 pm 

St JosephÕs, Tilehurst 

 
CATHERINE NORAH STREAMS RIP 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Catherine Norah Streams 
whose funeral will take place on Monday, 7th December at 11 am.  
The coffin will be received into the Church at 5 pm on Sunday, 6th 
December.  All are welcome. 
 
 


