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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD Ð YEAR C            9TH/10TH JANUARY 2010  
 
At St JosephÕs, we have the tradition of thanking everyone at the end of the year who helped in organising things 
around the Church or the community.  We thank everyone who is engaged in any kind of ministry Ð from Church 
cleaning to taking care of the grounds and repairs to liturgical ministers.  At the end of 2009, we celebrated Mass 
for all our ÒChurch helpersÓ and had some refreshments in the hall where all who minister to the community in one 
way or another could meet fellow ministers and maybe get to know what others were doing for the parish. 
 
In the Acts of the Apostles, the reason why deacons or Church helpers were elected was so that the Apostles 
could devote themselves Òto prayer and to the service of the wordÓ (Acts 6:4) and not be distracted by the 
distribution of food which others could easily carry out.  I thank God sincerely that there are many people in the 
community who have given up some of their time to do something for God and for the Church once a week, once a 
month, once in so many monthsÉ  I am happy I do no t have to worry about the choir, the Church grounds, Church 
cleaning, teaching of catechism, bringing communion to the sick in their homes and in hospital and many other 
things because so many of our parishioners have volunteered to do this on behalf of the community. 
 
At the beginning of a new year, we are all encouraged to make resolutions.  But we are aware that some of these 
resolutions do not last beyond January.  Maybe this year, you could think of a resolution which would last 
throughout the year and help you and others in the community.  Maybe you could think of something you could do 
for God and for the community by becoming a ÔministerÕ in your community.  What talent, what treasure has God 
given you and what is He asking you to do for Him and for your community in 2009?  Your community needs your 
time and talent.  God needs your time and talent.  ÒToday if you hear his voice, do not harden your heartsÓ.  
(Hebrews 3:15).      

Fr Joseph  
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
ENGLISH MARTYRS TIMINGS ST JOSEPHÕS 
Margaret McAtteer RIP   6.30 pm Vigil Mass   
Anne OÕConnorÕs Intentions   9.30 am     8.30 am Maria & Zygmun 

Hebenstreit RIP 
Ina Flood RIP 11.30 am 
Peter Walsh RIP   5.00 pm 

Sunday  

  10.30 am Avril Norma Kathleen 
Johnson RIP 

John & Margaret McGowan RIP   9.30 am Monday    8.30 am Michael Cuddihy RIP 
Kathleen Gaughan RIP      9.30 am Tuesday    7.00 pm Stephen McKenna RIP 
Patrick & Phyllis KeeverÕs 
Intentions 

     9.30 am Wednesday    9.00 am Mary Tomas RIP 

Howard Beaven RIP     8.00 pm Thursday    9.00 am Joe OÕDonnell RIP 

Tony Pereira RIP   9.30 am Friday    7.00 pm Mary Tomas RIP 
 Saturday  10.00 am Joan & Norman Bricker RIP 

FEASTS THIS WEEK:  
Tuesday Ð St Aelred                           Wednesday Ð St Hilary 

Thursday 7 -8 pm  EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SAC RAMENT Saturday 9.30-10 am 
5.30 Ð 6.15 pm CONFESSIONS - SATURDAY 10.30 - 11 am 

Responsorial Psalm :  ÒBless the Lord my Soul!  Lord God, how great you are!Ó  
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
COLLECTIONS FOR 3RD JANUARY 2010  

Gift Aid  £443.02 
Planned Giving  £72.50 
Loose Plate  £243.62 
TF3 £11.00 
TF5 (Fr Zvonko)  £4.00 
Candle Money  £112.07 
Crib  £133.65 
Flowers  £10.70 
Christmas offering  £75.00 
TOTAL £1,105.56 
Running Totals   
TF5 (Fr Zvonko)  £228.44 
Christmas Collection  £2,601.41 

 
REMINDER 

The counters for Sunday, 17th January are Pat Toner and Angela 
Barry . 

 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  

Just a reminder that all items for the newsletter must be 
submitted to the Parish Office before 5 pm on Wednesday  of 
each week. 

 
ST PAULÕS SCHOOL NEWS 

News from St PaulÕs Primary School is contained in its weekly 
newsletter and is displayed in the Church porch. 
 

NEW TEENS CLUB 
A new teens club (aimed at Year 8 and above) will commence 
fortnightly from Friday, 15th January 2010 from 8 pm Ð 10 pm.  
The next Youth Group session will begin on Friday, 15th January 
2010 and will be a Swimming Night.  For further details please 
contact Nicola Ritchie 9415636. 
 

BAPTISM COURSE 
The next Baptism course at St JosephÕs will be on Wednesday, 6th 
January and Wednesday, 13th January from 8 pm - 9.30 pm in the 
main Church hall.  We will be using a programme called: Baptism Ð 
helping your child get the most out of life.  Godparents are also 
welcome to join us for discussion and to watch a DVD. The courses 
only run every few months, so if you are new or expectant parents, 
it might be better to attend this course if you wish your child to be 
baptised fairly soon. 
 
If you are considering Baptism for your child, whatever their age, 
please register for the course by contacting Brigid Parkes on 
9427436 or alternatively email the Parish Office (details on the front 
of this newsletter). 
 

JOURNEY IN FAITH 
Are you interested in finding out more about the Catholic faith? You 
may be considering becoming a Catholic or simply want to ask a 
few questions.  Perhaps you are a Catholic who has been out of 
touch and would like to reconnect.  The Journey in Faith group 
meets on Thursday evenings. For more details please contact the 
parish office or phone Brigid Parkes on 942 7436. 
 

ARE YOU AN UNATTACHED CATHOLIC?  
Are you seeking new friends or perhaps looking for someone 
special?  Why not join the Catholic Unattached Directory?  All new 
members are given an unconditional 30-day money back guarantee 
if not completely satisfied.  For free information pack ring 01322 
222213 or write to:  The Catholic Unattached Directory, 
FREEPOST (DT 1153), DARTFORD, DA1 2BR, or visit their web 
pages at:  www.cathud.com.  

 
PRAYING FOR THE SICK 

If you know of anyone who is unwell and would like to be prayed for 
at Mass, please let St JosephÕs Parish Office know.  Their names 
will then be included in the bidding prayers.  Please make sure the 
person is happy for their name to be mentioned beforehand. 
 
 

 
HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME 

If any parishioner is unable to attend Mass and would like to 
receive Holy Communion at home, or if anyone knows of such a 
person, please inform the Parish Office or Jo Boase on 9672605, 
so that visits can be arranged. 

 
NEWSLETTERS 

Back copies (up to two years) of St Joseph's newsletters can be 
found on our web site:  www.st-josephs-tilehurst.org.uk  

   
WORLD YOUTH DAY LAUNCH EVENINGS  

These are being held at St. Francis de Sales, Wash Common, 
Newbury on Thursday , 14th January 2010 from 7.30 Ð 9.30 pm 
and the Cathedral Discovery Centre, Portsmouth on Thursday , 
28th January 2010.  All catechists please note these dates. 
 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
Living Baptism Ð Living Faith.  Saturday, 30th January, 2 - 5.30 
pm at English Martyrs.  An afternoon to explore the meaning of 
Baptism in our lives.  All parishioners are welcome. 
 

UNION OF CATHOLIC MOTHERS 
The UCM will be holding their AGM on Wednesday, 13th 
January.  We will meet in the small hall at 7.30 pm. All ladies are 
welcome to join us. 
 

OUR NEW FONT 
Read all about the new font at:  
http://st-josephs-tilehurst.org.uk:80/gallery.html.  
Just click on the picture. 
 
PAX CHRISTI (the Peace of Christ) is an international Christian 
peacemaking movement, based on the gospel and inspired by 
faith.   
 
Peace Sunday is on 17th January 2010.   The theme for the 43rd 
World Day of Peace message by Pope Benedict XV1 is:  ÒIf you 
want to cultivate peace, protect creation.Ó  
 

CONGRATULATIONS!  
The parish would like to congratulate Anthony Tomas on 
receiving his silver medal for 10 years as an altar server.  
Anthony received his medal on The Feast of St Stephen - 26th 
December 2009. 
 

OLDER WOMEN OUTREACH SERVICE 
Aiding Women in Crisis back to independent living.  Outreach 
Worker (P-T/25 hours pw/ £14,300 pa).  Ground Breaking 
Preventative Service for Older Women - 2 year pilot. 
 
You will be skilled at assessment, building relationships, 
networking and administration.  Contact us for an application 
form and further details at CIRWC, Queens Road, Reading, RG1 
4BW or on 0781 737 3773 or preferably by email on 
enquiries@cirwc.org.uk .  The closing date for applications is 1st 
February. 
 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome to George Mark Ravenscroft who is being 
baptised here at St JosephÕs today. 
 

 
 


