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THE EPIPHANY - YEAR ‘C’ 2"°13R° JANUARY 2010

| find it quite incredible to think that already the first decade of the twenty-first century has been completed: it does
not seem so long ago that there was all the excitement of a new millennium. Pope John Paul encouraged the
Church to Qut out into the deepOso that there was a growing sense of Jubilee. In the wider world there was real
hope that international debt could be cancelled or modified so that the developing countries might share more fully
in the economic growth of the whole earth. The worldOs economy is different now, but | hopeour Government and
leaders across the continents will not lose sight of the promises they made for us a decade ago.

It was GodOs faithfulness to his promise that led the Magi toput out into the deep and to follow the star. In their
journey they present examples to us of how to live the Christian calling. Firstly, they were always open, scanning
the skies for a sign from God, rather than simply keeping their heads down and getting on with their own concerns.
Then they made the effort to set off and follow the star and when they were lost they sought help. How often are
we too lazy to make changes in our lives or too stubborn to look for assistance when things are going wrong? And
of course, the Magi found the Lord and offered their gifts. That generosity of spirit should be what marks us out as
Christians, and yet often we prefer to satisfy our own immediate desires. Then perhaps the most courageous
thing of all was that they went back home by a different route. The Magi learned from their mistakes ® how many
of us can say that we have done that?

As we begin a new year and a new decade, | hope we will all be reinvigorated and renewed in our putting out into
the deep of our lives and our faith. Happy New Year.

Fr Andrew
MASS INTENTIONS
ENGLISH MARTYRS TIMINGS | ST JOSEPH’S
Patrick McGullion RIP 6.30 pm Vigil Mass
Grace Reeves RIP 9.30 am Sunday 8.30 am Napolean Almeida RIP
Rose HerbertOs Intentions 11.30 am 10.30 am Jan & Rozalia Adamczyk RIP
Eily Robarty RIP 5.00 pm
Syro Malabar Mass 6.30 pm
Cyril Williams RIP 9.30 am Monday No Mass
John Carroll & Robert Keegan 9.30 am Tuesday 7.00 pm Maureen Tomas RIP
RIP
Kathleen Gaughan RIP 9.30 am Wednesday 9.00 am Thomas Walshe RIP
English Martyrs School in 8.00 pm Thursday 9.00 am Annie Kate Walshe RIP
Church
Alex Britto RIP 8.00 pm
Patricia KeeganOs 9.30 am Friday 7.00 pm Maria & Kazimierz Pogorzelski RIP
Intentions
Saturday 10.00 am Paul SpackmanOs Intentions
FEASTS OF THE WEEK:

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT Saturday 9.30-10 am

5.3086.15 pm CONFESSIONS - SATURDAY 10.30-11 am
Responsorial Psalm: OAIl nations shall fall prostrate before you, O Lord.O




COLLECTIONS FOR 27" DECEMBER 2009

Gift Aid 335.67
Planned Giving 17.00
Loose Plate 319.72
TF3 4.00
Christmas offering 2521.41
TOTAL 3197.80
Running Totals

TF5 (Fr Zvonko) 224.44

REMINDER
The counters for Sunday, 10" January are Tom & Pat McKeown
and Hugh Glover.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Just a reminder that all items for the newsletter must be
submitted to the Parish Office before 5 pm on Wednesday of
each week.

ST PAUL’S SCHOOL NEWS
News from St Paul®s Primary School iscontained in its weekly
newsletter and is displayed in the Church porch.

NEW TEENS CLUB
A new teens club (aimed at Year 8 and above) will commence
fortnightly from Friday, 15" January 2010 from 8 pm D 10 pm.
The next Youth Group session will begin on Friday, g™ January
2010. For further details please contact Nicola Ritchie 9415636.

BAPTISM COURSE

The next Baptism course at St JosephOs will be on Wednesdayéth
January and Wednesday, 13th January from 8 pm - 9.30 pm in the
main Church hall. We will be using a programme called: Baptism B
helping your child get the most out of life. Godparents are also
welcome to join us for discussion and to watch a DVD. The courses
only run every few months, so if you are new or expectant parents,
it might be better to attend this course if you wish your child to be
baptised fairly soon.

If you are considering Baptism for your child, whatever their age,
please register for the course by contacting Brigid Parkes on
9427436 or alternatively email the Parish Office (details on the front
of this newsletter).

JOURNEY IN FAITH
Are you interested in finding out more about the Catholic faith? You
may be considering becoming a Catholic or simply want to ask a
few questions. Perhaps you are a Catholic who has been out of
touch and would like to reconnect. The Journey in Faith group
meets on Thursday evenings. For more details please contact the
parish office or phone Brigid Parkes on 942 7436.

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office will be closed from 25" December until Tuesday,
5" January 2010. Any urgent messages (funerals and sick calls)
will be continued to be dealt with Fr Joseph on the usual number
(942 8632).

KNITWITS
The next meeting will be on Monday, 4" January at 8 pm at the
home of Theresa Bricker: 23 Bitterne Avenue.

ARE YOU AN UNATTACHED CATHOLIC?

Are you seeking new friends or perhaps looking for someone
special? Why not join the Catholic Unattached Directory? All new
members are given an unconditional 30-day money back guarantee
if not completely satisfied. For free information pack ring 01322
222213 or write to: The Catholic Unattached Directory,
FREEPOST (DT 1153), DARTFORD, DAl 2BR, or visit their web
pages at: www.cathud.com.

PRAYING FOR THE SICK
If you know of anyone who is unwell and would like to be prayed
for at Mass, please let St JosephOs Parish Office know. Their
names will then be included in the bidding prayers. Please make
sure the person is happy for their name to be mentioned
beforehand.

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME
If any parishioner is unable to attend Mass and would like to
receive Holy Communion at home, or if anyone knows of such a
person, please inform the Parish Office or Jo Boase on 9672605,
so that visits can be arranged.

FATHER JOHN

is now away for a few weeks, visiting his brother and
family in New Zealand, and spending a week in
Bangladesh on the return journey.

During his absence Father Richard is looking after things
and for a while Father Clement Marshall will also be
staying and celebrating Masses at English Martyrs. So,
from the other side of the world, Father John and Father
Andrew wish you all a very happy, and peaceful New
Year!

NEWSLETTERS
Back copies (up to two years) of St Joseph's newsletters can be
found on our web site: www.st-josephs-tilehurst.org.uk

THE POLISH ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
PASTORAL PARISH COUNCIL
warmly invite you to the Baptism of the Lord Mass at
10.30 am on Sunday 10th January 2010 with hymns and
carols in the Sacred Heart Church, Watlington Street,
Reading.

At the end of the Mass in amongst their clergy, guests and
community parishioners will be their

traditional custom of breaking the sacred bread wafers -
OPLATEK, followed by the reception in the hall next to the
church.

All will be most very welcome to attend the Mass and
reception.

WORLD YOUTH DAY LAUNCH EVENINGS
These are being held at St. Francis de Sales, Wash
Common, Newbury on Thursday 14" January 2010 from
7.30 — 9.30 p.m. and the Cathedral Discovery Centre,
Portsmouth on Thursday 28" January 2010. All
catechists please note these dates.
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