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SECOND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME Ð YEAR C            23rd/24th JANUARY 2010  
 
Father John writes from Dhaka in Bangladesh: 
  
I am currently in Bangladesh, staying with the Apostolic Nuncio to this country.  His name is Archbishop Joseph Marino and he 
spent a number of years at the Nunciature in London before being appointed here.  The Nuncio is the Vatican's Ambassador 
and the Pope's personal representative in a country.  [You may remember Archbishop Marino as he did cover for me at English 
Martyrs for two weekends a couple of years ago].  Father Andrew is here too and during our stay we have been able to gain 
some insight of the challenges facing the Church in Bangladesh.  The population of this country is 150 million and the number 
of Catholics just 350,000.  But because of the Church's emphasis on schools and education, the impact it has goes way 
beyond what you might expect for such a relatively small Catholic population.  Much of Archbishop Joseph's work is focused 
around connecting what the Church does here with what happens in other parts of the world:  he supports the local diocesan 
bishops in all sorts of ways as they strive to build and develop communities of faith - often in difficult circumstances.  An 
important part of what it means to be Catholic is the way that we have bonds between us - which overcome national borders, 
language barriers and cultural differences. 
  
We are all aware of the devastation in Haiti, and we have opportunities to respond in practical ways to help ease the terrible 
suffering in that country at this time.  Among those who have died are children in Catholic Schools, priests and religious 
brothers and sisters.  I heard that a number of Seminarians training to be priests have also died in the destruction caused by 
the earthquake.  It is almost impossible to imagine just how awful conditions are there in these days.  The bonds which unite us 
with our brothers and sisters in Haiti prompt us to respond to their plight, in any way that we can.  Once again this weekend, 
anything you choose to contribute to the Disaster Relief will be forwarded through CAFOD to make a difference. 
  
This weekend Bishop Crispian leaves for Rome, together with all the Bishops of England & Wales.  Every five years each 
Bishop is required to make a formal visit which includes a personal meeting with the Holy Father, and discussions with the 
various departments and offices of the Vatican.  The Bishop has already sent ahead a detailed Report on all that is happening 
in the Diocese of Portsmouth, and has happened in the last five years.  Part of the visit (called an Ad Limina visit) is to pray at 
the tombs of the Apostles Peter and Paul.  This underlines the bond between every Bishop and his predecessors, the apostles.  
Meeting with the Pope symbolises the vital bond between each Bishop and the Bishop of Rome, successor of St Peter.  
Because we are in communion with our Bishop who is in communion with the Bishop of Rome, so we are in communion with all 
who share our faith throughout the world.  Bishop Crispian has asked us to keep him, and all the Bishops of England & Wales, 
in our prayers during this important visit which spans the next ten days.                                      Fr John  

MASS INTENTIONS 
ENGLISH MARTYRS TIMINGS ST JOSEPHÕS 
Fintan Carvalho RIP   6.30 pm Vigil Mass   
John Aldridge RIP   9.30 am     8.30 am Martin & Mary Tomas RIP 
Deceased members of the McGlynn 
Family RIP 

11.30 am 

Christine O’Shea RIP   5.00 pm 

Sunday  
  10.30 am Tess Igoe RIP 

Teresa Connolly RIP   9.30 am Monday    8.30 am No Mass 
Joe Nealon RIP   9.30 am Tuesday    7.00 pm Tighe Downey RIP 
Mary & Len Edwards’ Intentions   9.30 am Wednesday    9.00 am Mary Tomas RIP 
Kevin Commins RIP   8.00 pm Thursday    9.00 am Sean Barrett RIP 
Michael Connolly RIP   9.30 am Friday    7.00 pm Mary Vittle RIP 
 Saturday  10.00 am Kevin McSharry RIP 

FEASTS THIS WEEK:  
Monday – The Conversion of St Paul      Tuesday – Ss Timothy & Titus     Wednesday – St Angela Merici     Thursday - St 

Thomas Aquinas  
Thursday 7 -8 pm  EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  Saturday 9.30-10 am 
5.30 Ð 6.15 pm CONFESSIONS - SATURDAY 10.30 - 11 am 

Responsorial Psalm :  ÒYour words are spirit, Lord, and they are life.Ó  



COLLECTIONS FOR 17TH JANUARY 2010  
Gift Aid  £578.26 
Planned Giving  £95.50 
Loose Plate  £217.74 
CAFOD Haiti  £321.59 
Third Order of the Carmelites  £10.00 
Hall Hire  £45.00 
Christmas Of fering  £21.00 
TOTAL £1,289.09 
Running Totals   
TF5 (Fr Zvonko)  £238.44 
Haiti Appeal (Paid out £700)   
Haiti Appeal  £23.06 

 
REMINDER 

The counters for Sunday, 31st January are Sean Murphy, Peter 
Chesworth & Rosalind Gilbert. 

SPECIAL COLLECTION  
There will be a special collection next Sunday, 31st January for 
the Catholic Education Service. 

ST PAULÕS SCHOOL NEWS 
News from St Paul’s Primary School is contained in its weekly 
newsletter and is displayed in the Church porch. 

YOUTH GROUP 
The next Youth Group session will be on Friday, 29th January 
and will be a Swimming Night.  The teen’s club session will 
consist of a Club Night.  For further details please contact Nicola 
Ritchie 941 5636. 

WANTED 
Violinist and/or woodwind instrumentalist to play with a small folk 
group for a St. Patrick's Day Celebration (17th March).  Must be 
aged 18 or over.  If interested, please leave your contact details 
with the Parish Office - Simon Hall, Auxiliary Organist, English 
Martyrs. 

HOSPITAL PATIENTS  
The RBH and Prospect Park Hospital (Oakwood Ward) are very 
good at giving the names of Catholic patients in hospital.  On 
occasions, the computer lists do not pick up in-patients and 
parishioners are therefore advised, when a relative is admitted to 
hospital and would like to have contact with a Catholic 
Priest/Eucharistic Minister; they should let the Parish 
Secretary/Fr Joseph know of the relative’s admittance to hospital.  
Arrangements can then be made to let the Catholic Chaplains in 
both hospitals (Fr Chris Whelan/Fr Richard Maniak) know of the 
patient’s admittance. 
 

BURNS NIGHT SUPPER 
St Catherine’s parish has arranged a Burns Night Supper on 
Wednesday, 27th January at 8 for 8.30 pm.  St Catherine’s has 
kindly invited St Joseph’s parishioners to join them for this 
celebration.  Tickets will be available after both Masses today - 
£5.50 per ticket.  Mindful that this event takes place just after 
Christian Unity Week, I am most anxious that we join our friends 
at St Catherine’s for this event and would encourage as many 
parishioners are possible to attend – Fr Joseph. 
 

BAPTISM COURSE 
The next Baptism course at St Joseph’s will be on Wednesday, 
17th March and Wednesday, 24th March from 8 pm - 9.30 pm in 
the main Church hall.  We will be using a programme called: 
Baptism – helping your child get the most out of life.  Godparents 
are also welcome to join us for discussion and to watch a DVD. 
The courses only run every few months, so if you are new or 
expectant parents, it might be better to attend this course if you 
wish your child to be baptised fairly soon. 
 
If you are considering Baptism for your child, whatever their age, 
please register for the course by contacting Brigid Parkes on 
9427436 or alternatively email the Parish Office (details on the 
front of this newsletter). 
 

KNITWITS 
Knitwits next meet at the home of Theresa Bricker:  23 Bitterne 
Avenue, Tilehurst on Monday, 1st February at 8 pm. 
 

LIVING BAPTISM Ð LIVING FAITH 
What difference does my Baptism make to my daily life?  Why 
do we Catholics baptise our children?  What does the Church 
teach about this sacrament?  These are some of the questions 
Nicky Stevens, Head of the Department for Pastoral 
Formation, will help us to explore on Saturday, 30th January, 
from 1.30 pm - 5.30 pm in English Martyrs’ parish hall.   
All parishioners and their friends are warmly invited to attend, 
especially catechists, musicians, special ministers, readers, 
welcomers and servers.  A bread and soup lunch is available 
from 12.30 pm onwards.  Please take a letter from the 
Sacristy at St JosephÕs. 
 

LIFE 
A free Life Issues training course will be taking place here at St 
Joseph’s on Tuesday, 23rd February, 2nd and 9th March, from 
10 am – 3 pm.  Nicki Richardson, Training Manager.  
Telephone:  01993 881081.  Email:  
nickirichardson@lifecharity.org.uk  www.lifecharity.org.uk. 
 

CAFOD HAITI APPEAL  
Parishioners will note from the collection details that the 
amount given to-date for the CAFOD Haiti Appeal is £723.06.  
You are asked to continue with your generous contributions by 
placing your donations in the special envelopes provided at the 
back of the Church.  The parish, this week, has sent off the 
sum of £700 by way of an interim payment because of the 
emergency nature of the appeal. 
 

FR DOMINICÕS FAREWELL 
¥ Mass of Thanksgiving:  Friday, 29th January, St 

James Church, 7.30pm. 
¥ Final Sunday:  30th January, Fr Dominic will celebrate 

all usual weekend Masses at St James Church.  
¥ Departure for Basingstoke:  Monday, 1st February, 

after the 12.15 pm Mass.  
¥ New address:  St Bede’s Church, Popley Way, 

Basingstoke, RG24 9DX. 
 

SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVE(S) NEEDED  
We are looking for volunteers in the Parish who would be 
willing to be a Safeguarding Representative or even form a 
team in this area (previously known as Child Protection Rep).  
The role of Parish Safeguarding Representative is vital in order 
to ensure that the Parish complies with the National Policies 
and Procedures which have been agreed in the area of the 
Protection of Children and Vulnerable Adults. 
The Rep is the link between the Parish and the Diocese and is 
in regular contact with the Diocesan Safeguarding Co-ordinator 
and Administrator. 
The Rep is involved in the recruitment of volunteers to 
ministries in the Parish and has the responsibility for facilitating 
the CRB Disclosure Procedure at Parish level and ensuring 
that everybody who is required to go through the procedure 
does so. 
This role is subject to an Enhanced CRB Disclosure/ISA 
registration and training.  Support will be provided by the 
Diocesan Safeguarding Team – Fr Joseph. 
 

MAUREEN DINGLE RIP 
The parish offers condolences to the family of Maureen Dingle 
who died recently.  Maureen’s body will be received into the 
Church at 4.30 pm on Thursday, 4th February, followed by a 
Funeral Mass on Friday, 5th February at 10 am.  All are 
welcome. 
 

CAFOD FOCUS AFRICA 
During December, £28.81 was donated for the above.  Many 
thanks to everyone who contributed – Margaret Chaplin. 
 

UNION OF CATHOLIC MOTHERS 
The UCM will be holding their AGM (postponed from 13th 
January) on Wednesday, 27th January.  We will meet in the 
small hall at 7.30 pm.  All ladies are welcome to join us. 


