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At the moment, day after day, one item on the news concerns the Irag Inquiry which is being held in London. This
was set up by the Government following immense pressure especially from families who lost loved ones in that
conflict which spanned a number of years. The stated aim of the Inquiry is to establish the facts and to draw any
important lessons for the future. But | detect a weariness in those concerned: we have almost no troops in Iraq
now and the focus has shifted to Afghanistan. | donOt get the feeling tht people are expecting any big surprises
although quite a few are hoping Tony Blair will have an uncomfortable time when answering questions. But we
shouldnOt forget the enormous pain and sacrifices Iraq involved: many families affected will never be te same and
it is completely understandable that they want answers to the questions they still have.

For me, there is a bigger issue caught up in this Iraq Inquiry. Trust. At the end of the day we are unlikely to hear
every last detail of the process in government which led to our troops being committed to a conflict in the Middle
East. In a democracy we use our vote to choose the people we want to govern. But do we trust them? All the
signs are that we do not. In fact, almost everything politicians say we treat with suspicion and distrust. None of
that was helped by the scandal over expenses and second homes. They have a huge task of rebuilding trust and
no doubt this is on their minds with a General Election just a few months away.

But there is a second aspect to trust. Certainly people need to be worthy of our trust but we must also have the
capacity and willingness to trust others. Which leads to two questions: am | an honourable person who can be
trusted by others? And, am | willing to put my faith and trust in other people? If we expect and require trust in
people like politicians then we must work at that quality in our own lives. Since time immemorial people have
trusted others and been let down. One conclusion of the Iraq Inquiry might be that we were not well served by
those who lead us. But if our trust continues to be eroded, if people suspect the motives of others as a matter of
course, we will all become much poorer as human beings. It will always carry risks B but we must be able to trust.

Fr John
MASS INTENTIONS

ENGLISH MARTYRS TIMINGS ST JOSEPH’S
Eugene Herbert RIP 6.30 pm Vigil Mass
Peter Walsh RIP 9.30 am Sunday 8.30 am | Trevor Williams RIP
Joyce English RIP 11.30 am 10.30 am | Mary Tomas RIP
Batti Tiernan RIP 5.00 pm
Vocations to the Priesthood 9.30 am Monday 8.30 am CarmenOs Intentions
Bernadette ListerOdntentions 9.30 am Tuesday 7.00 pm Bernard McCormack RIP
Thomas Connolly RIP 9.30 am Wednesday 9.00 am John Patrick OOConnor RIP
J.H. King RIP 8.00 pm Thursday 9.00 am John Patrick OOConnor RIP
Vera Tjon-Ayong RIP 9.30 am Friday 10.00 am Funeral

- Maureen Dingle RIP

7.00 pm Mary Munnelly RIP
Saturday 10.00 am Mary Munnelly RIP
FEASTS THIS WEEK:
Tuesday D The Presentation of the Lord in the Temple Wednesday B Ss Blaise and Ansgar
Friday B St Agatha Saturday D St Paul Miki & Companions

Thursday 7-8 pm EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT Saturday 9.30-10 am
5.30 - 6.15 pm CONFESSIONS - SATURDAY 10.30 - 11 am

Responsorial Psalm: “My lips will tell of your help.”

REMINDER



The counters for Sunday, 7" February will be Tony & Jill Flint and
Pat Knowles.

SPECIAL COLLECTION
There will be a special collection TODAY for the Catholic
Education Service.

ST PAUL’S SCHOOL NEWS
News from St PaulOs Primary School iscontained in its weekly
newsletter and is displayed in the Church porch.

YOUTH GROUP
The next Youth Group session will be on Friday, 5" February and
will be an Equipment Night. For further details please contact
Nicola Ritchie 941 5636.

WANTED
Violinist and/or woodwind instrumentalist to play with a small folk
group for a St. Patrick's Day Celebration (17th March). Must be
aged 18 or over. If interested, please leave your contact details
with the Parish Office - Simon Hall, Auxiliary Organist, English
Martyrs.

BAPTISM COURSE

The next Baptism course at St JosephOs will be on Wednesday,
17th March and Wednesday, 24th March from 8 pm - 9.30 pm in
the main Church hall. We will be using a programme called:
Baptism B helping your child get the most out of life. Godparents
are also welcome to join us for discussion and to watch a DVD.
The courses only run every few months, so if you are new or
expectant parents, it might be better to attend this course if you
wish your child to be baptised fairly soon.

If you are considering Baptism for your child, whatever their age,
please register for the course by contacting Brigid Parkes on
9427436 or alternatively email the Parish Office (details on the
front of this newsletter).

KNITWITS
Knitwits next meet at the home of Theresa Bricker: 23 Bitterne
Avenue, Tilehurst on Monday, 1% February at 8 pm.

LIFE
A free Life Issues training course will be taking place here at St
Josephf)sm Tuesday, 23rd February, 2nd and 9th March, from 10
am B3 pm. Sarah Finch - Oxford Life Care Centre Manager,
Second Floor, 130 High Street, Oxford, OX1 4DH. Telephone No.
01865 202435 (Monday and Wednesday), 0118 945 6545
(Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.
Email: sarahfinch@lifecharity.org.uk.

CAFOD HAITI APPEAL
You are asked to continue with your generous contributions by
placing your donations in the special envelopes provided at the
back of the Church B Thank you.

FR DOMINIC’S FAREWELL
+  Departure for Basingstoke: Monday, 1% February, after
the 12.15 pm Mass.
* New address: St BedeOs Church, Popley Way,
Basingstoke, RG24 9DX.

ALTAR SERVERS’ TREAT

This yearOs treat will be SneTubing at the John Nike Centre in
Bracknell on 20™ February at 1 pm. Please add your name to the
list in the Sacrlsty if you would like to go. | need final numbers by
Sunday, 14" February please. If you have not been Sno-Tubing
before, donOt wornyd no expense is needed. An explanation of
what Sno-Tubing is can also be found in the Sacristy. Telephone
me if you would like further information: Mike Tomas - 941 2786
or 0770 803 2743.

SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVE(S) NEEDED

We are looking for volunteers in the Parish who would be
willing to be a Safeguarding Representative or even form a
team in this area (previously known as Child Protection Rep).
The role of Parish Safeguarding Representative is vital in order
to ensure that the Parish complies with the National Policies
and Procedures which have been agreed in the area of the
Protection of Children and Vulnerable Adults.

The Rep is the link between the Parish and the Diocese and is
in regular contact with the Diocesan Safeguarding Co-ordinator
and Administrator.

The Rep is involved in the recruitment of volunteers to
ministries in the Parish and has the responsibility for facilitating
the CRB Disclosure Procedure at Parish level and ensuring
that everybody who is required to go through the procedure
does so.

This role is subject to an Enhanced CRB Disclosure/ISA
registration and training. Support will be provided by the
Diocesan Safeguarding Team B Fr Joseph.

MAUREEN DINGLE RIP
The parish offers condolences to the family of Maureen Dingle
who died recently. MaureenOs body will be received into the
Church at 4.30 pm on Thursday, 4" February, followed by a
Funeral Mass on Friday, 5" February at 10 am. All are
welcome.

THE KNIGHTS FO THE HOLY SEPULCHRE
St JosephOs parish has received a letter thaning parishioners
for your generosity in sending the cheque for £137.96, being
the proceeds of our Crib collection. The funds will be used to
support work with the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem and his
flock, the Christians in the Holy Land.

WOODLEY JUMBULANCE GROUP.

The Iltalian Dolomites is the location for our holiday by
Jumbulance this year. We are away from Saturday, 25th
September B Sunday, 3" October, leaving from St John Bosco
Woodley. The new hotel is available to view at
www.hotelalpin.it. We have vacancies for nurses, helpers,
both male and female, and VIPs (anyone who is disabled or
who needs to be accompanied). For more information, please
contact John Gill 969 4769; Marie O'Gorman 969 1927; or
Anne MacDonald 958 5841.

CAN YOU SING?
Do you enjoy singing and are you free at 7.30 pm for an hour
on Monday evenings? As we start a new year, now would be a
great time to join the choir, who would be delighted to see
some new faces! Please contact Helen Marek on 0118 930
4959 for more information.

PIANO LESSONS
Is your son or daughter interested in learning the piano?
Perhaps someone you know would like to revisit an old
pastime? If you are interested in learning either the piano,
keyboard or music theory, please call Tom Marek on 07743
073 772 for more details.

ucwm
Advance notice: For our next meeting on Wednesday, 10"
February we will be going to the Southcote Beefeater
restaurant. Please let Marian know if you would like to come
so that a booking can be made. (Telephone No. 941 6068).

ST CATHERINE’S TEA DANCE
Following the success of the Christmas Tea Dance, REGULAR
Tea Dances will commence once a fortnight on Thursday, 28"
January at St CatherineOs Church, Wittenham Avenue Time:
2.30 pm B 4.30 pm. Price £4 each. Refreshments provided.
Ballroom and Latin American Dances. For further details,
please contact Lorraine Colam 0118 943 2001.




