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On the feast of the Holy Family (27th December) 2009, Pope Benedict visited a soup kitchen in the Roman
neighbourhood of Trastevere to lunch with the poor and hand out gifts to the children there. Among those who sat
at the PopeOs table were a Gypsy family of four, a34-year-old political refugee from Afghanistan, a 90-year-old
Italian widower, and a 25-year-old man in a wheelchair who was abandoned by his family because of his
handicap. There were also a 63-year-old Somali Muslim woman and a 35-year-old Nigerian Catholic who crossed
the desert of Libya to reach ltaly. Altogether, there were about 200 poor people at lunch with the Pope. During
lunch the Pope told these people that their difficulties were not far from his thoughts but rather were at the centre,
and in the heart of the community of believers.

Next Wednesday, we begin the holy season of Lent. Lent is the time when those who have been knocked about
by life are at the centre of our thoughts. Last year during Lent, some of us thought that we should do something
this year for people in our own community who needed our help. The PopeOs action and these words from Gerard
HughesO book, God of Surprises (1985, pp. 132) strengthened my conviction that we would be doing the right
thing. He says:

ChristOs pesence is not real in a congregation, no matter how religious they may be individually, whose members
remain strangers or, still worse, enemies to one another. Nor can he really be present in a congregation whose
energies and interests are focussed on themselves, and who do not show, as a body and as individuals, an
interest and compassion for the needs of the immediate neighbourhood, and a consciousness that the
congregation exists, as a Christian group, to serve the needs of others. As the presence of Christ becomes real in
a congregation, it will show itself in the openness of that congregation to all people, of all religions or none, of all
races, nationalities and classes in society, but it will have a special care for those whom the rest of society
overlooks and despises. In this way, the congregation really is living in the presence of Christ, in the power of his
passion, death and resurrection.

Who will your fasting and abstinence and almsgiving help this Lent? Fr Joseph
MASS INTENTIONS
ENGLISH MARTYRS TIMINGS ST JOSEPHOS
Genevieve Hickey RIP 6.30 pm Vigil Mass
Chris McNulty RIP 9.30 am Sunday 8.30 am | Mary Tomas RIP
Bridie McGlynn RIP 11.30 am 10.30 am | Catherine Hopes RIP
Florinda Menezes RIP 5.00 pm
Ethelreda Davis RIP 9.30 am Monday No Mass
Sr HedwigOs Intentions 9.30 am Tuesday 7.00 pm Thanksgiving Mass for all

who attended the funeral of
Mary Tomas RIP

Pat & Don Robertson RIP 9.30 am Ash Wednesday 9.00 am Estelita Tec Ayaquil RIP
7.30 pm (Fasting & Abstinence) 7.30 pm
Christine OOShea RIP 8.00 pm Thursday 9.00 am Gavina Agraan RIP
Allen Hill RIP 9.30 am Friday 7.00 pm Michael Walsh RIP
Saturday 10.00 am Mauro Dela Cruz RIP
Thursday 7 - 8 pm EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT Saturday 9.30 - 10 am
5.30 ©6.15 pm CONFESSIONS - SATURDAY 10.30-11am

Responsorial Psalm : OHappy the man who has placed his trust in the Lord.O




COLLECTIONS FOR 7™ FEBRUARY 2010

Gift Aid £411.20
Planned Giving £74.00
Loose Plate £261.38
TF5 (Fr Zvonk 0) £100.00
TF3 (CAFOD) £11.75
CAFOD Haiti Appeal £99.76
Candle Money £36.64
Catholic Education Fund £21.49
Repository £100.00
TOTAL £1,116.22
Running Totals

TF5 (Fr Zvonko) £424.04
Catholic Education Fund £396.03
CAFOD Haiti Appeal (£700 paid ou t) £2,858.23

REMINDER
The counters for Sunday, 21st February will be Maurice OOBrien
& Ryan Hawkins.

CABRINI CHILDRENOS SOCIETY

The Annual Collection for Cabrini ChildrenOs Society will take
place TODAY. The Society provides support and care for some
of the most vulnerable children and young people in our
community. The Society relies on the generosity and good will of
the Catholic community to continue its work in our diocese.
Please give what you can to help give the next generation the
chance they deserve. Ann Hoggan - Supporter Care Co-
ordinator. Cabrini Children's Society, 49 Russell Hill Road,
Purley, Surrey, CR8 2XB. Envelopes are available at the back of
the Church.

*URGENT**
LAST YEAROS PALMS FOR BURNING
Will parishioners kindly bring las t yearOs
palms to the Church by Tuesday at 8 pm for
burning so that ashes can be available for
use on Ash Wednesday, 17 ™ February.

ST PAULOS SCHOOL NEWS
News from St Paul®s Primary School iscontained in its weekly
newsletter and is displayed in the Church porch.

YOUTH GROUP
The next Youth Group will be on Friday, 26" February and will be
an Equipment. For further details please contact Nicola Ritchie
941 5636.

WANTED
Violinist and/or woodwind instrumentalist to play with a small folk
group for a St. Patrick's Day Celebration (17th March). Must be
aged 18 or over. If interested, please leave your contact details
with the Parish Office - Simon Hall, Auxiliary Organist, English
Martyrs.

HAITI D CAFOD APPEAL
You will note from the collections for 7" February 2010 above that
in addition to the £700 already sent to CAFOD, we have collected a
further sum of £2,858.23. | am aware that a further sum of £500
has also been pledged. May | once again thank everyone in the
parish for their generosity B Fr Joseph.

LIFE
A free Life Issues training course will be taking place here at St
Joseph®n Tuesday, 23rd February, 2nd and 9th March, from 10
am B3 pm. Sarah Finch - Oxford Life Care Centre Manager,
Second Floor, 130 High Street, Oxford, OX1 4DH. Telephone No.
01865 202435 (Monday and Wednesday), 0118 945 6545
(Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.
Email: sarahfinch@lifecharity.org.uk.

ALTAR SERVERSO TREAT

This yearOs treat will be SneTubing at the John Nike Centre in
Bracknell on 20™ February at 1 pm. Please add your name to
the list in the Sacristy if you would like to go. | need final
numbers by Sunday, 14" February please. If you have not
been Sno-Tubing before, donOt worryD no experience is
needed. An explanation of what Sno-Tubing is can also be
found in the Sacristy. Telephone me if you would like further
information: Mike Tomas - 941 2786 or 0770 803 2743.

SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVE(S) NEEDED

We are looking for volunteers in the Parish who would be
willing to be a Safeguarding Representative or even form a
team in this area (previously known as Child Protection Rep).
The role of Parish Safeguarding Representative is vital in order
to ensure that the Parish complies with the National Policies
and Procedures which have been agreed in the area of the
Protection of Children and Vulnerable Adults.

The Rep is the link between the Parish and the Diocese and is
in regular contact with the Diocesan Safeguarding Co-ordinator
and Administrator.

The Rep is involved in the recruitment of volunteers to
ministries in the Parish and has the responsibility for facilitating
the CRB Disclosure Procedure at Parish level and ensuring
that everybody who is required to go through the procedure
does so.

This role is subject to an Enhanced CRB Disclosure/ISA
registration and training. Support will be provided by the
Diocesan Safeguarding Team B Fr Joseph.

CAN YOU SING?
Do you enjoy singing and are you free at 7.30 pm for an hour
on Monday evenings? As we start a new year, now would be a
great time to join the choir, who would be delighted to see
some new faces! Please contact Helen Marek on 0118 930
4959 for more information.

PIANO LESSONS
Is your son or daughter interested in learning the piano?
Perhaps someone you know would like to revisit an old
pastime? If you are interested in learning either the piano,
keyboard or music theory, please call Tom Marek on 07743
073 772 for more details.

ST CATHERINEOS TEA DANCE
Following the success of the Christmas Tea Dance, REGULAR
Tea Dances are held once a fortnight at St Catherine®s Church,
Wittenham Avenue. Time: 2.30 pm B 4.30 pm. Price £4 each.
Refreshments provided. Ballroom and Latin American Dances.
For further details, please contact Lorraine Colam 0118 943
2001.

ARCHBISHOP PAUL VERDZEKOV

As many of you may know, sadly, Archbishop Paul Verdzekov,
former Archbishop of Bamenda died on 26" January 2010.
Bishop Crispian has written to say that he will be celebrating a
Requiem Mass for him in the Cathedral at Portsmouth at 12.15
pm on Saturday, 27" March. Light refreshments will be
available afterwards and you are welcome to attend this
celebration B Fr Joseph.

PARISH LENT GROUPS
If you would like to form a Lent Group or continue with the
group you were in last year, please sign the list in the Church
porch by Ash Wednesday.

The suggested material for groups this year is that produced
by the Diocesan Stewardship Resource Group; copies are
available from the Parish Office or can be viewed and
downloaded from the Diocesan website. However, groups are
also free to devise their own programme if they wish.



CAFOD DLENT FAST
CAFOD Lent Fast Day is a very important time for all, more so
this year because it is the 50" Anniversary of its commencement.
We can reflect on how much Our Lord has suffered for us and
how we might, in some small way, help others.

On the first Sunday of Lent, 21> February, Richard Tudor will be
coming to give a short talk at both Masses about the work of
CAFOD. You will have the opportunity to collect from the back of
the Church, your Fast Day envelopes (Fast Day: 26" February,
Collection Day: Sunday, 28" February). This year is a special
one, with the theme OGive It UpO and you may also wish to have a
money box (available at the back of the Church) for any small
change you may save throughout the Lenten period. Thank you
in advance for your support and generosity  Margaret Chaplin.

P.S.

To mark the 50" Anniversary of the first Family Fast Day in 1960,
Bishop Crrspran will be celebrating Mass in the Cathedral on
Friday, 26" February at 12.15 pm. All those interested are
invited to attend.

BAPTISM COURSE
The next Baptism course at St JosephOs will be on Wednesday,
17th March and Wednesday, 24th March from 8 pm - 9.30 pm in
the main Church hall. We will be using a programme called:
Baptism B helping your child get the most out of life. Godparents
are also welcome to join us for discussion and to watch a DVD.

The courses only run every few months, so if you are new or
expectant parents, it might be better to attend this course if you
wish your child to be baptised fairly soon.

If you are considering Baptism for your child, whatever their age,
please register for the course by contacting Brigid Parkes on
9427436 or alternatively email the Parish Office (details on the
front of this newsletter).

A NOTE FOR YOUR DIARY
DDAY RETREAT FOR THE PARISH
Arrangements are in hand for a one-day retreat led by Fr Joseph
to be held at St JosephOs on Saturday, 24 April, commencing
with Mass at 10 am. The retreat will conclude at 3 pm and
anyone attending is asked to bring their own lunch. Tea and
coffee will be available. The retreat is primarily for all
parishioners throughout the Pastoral Area, but especially for
those who carry out ministries within the Church.

CONSULTATION BDADMISSIONS POLICY 2011/2012

As required by regulations, the Governing Body of St. PaulOs
Catholic Primary School will be conducting a consultation on its
proposed admissions policy for the school year 2011-2012. The
consultation period runs from 18th December 2009 until 12th
February 2010. Copies of the proposed policy can be obtained
from the school office or downloaded from the school website
http://www.westberks.org/schools/stpauls.

Comments on the policy should be sent to the Clerk of Governors,
Mrs. M. Telepneff, via the school office by 12th February 2010.
The Governing Body will consider all comments received before
determining the policy by 3rd March 2010.

LENT COURSE, 'WHEN | SURVEY ...
Churches Together in West Reading are offering a 5 week Lenten
course called, 'When | Survey', starting on Wednesday, 24th
February. It will take place at the Salvation Army West, 522 Oxford
Road at 7.30 p.m. All very welcome.

For more about the website:

www.yorkcourses.co.uk.

course, see the

LENT/EASTER DATES
The following dates in the Lent/Easter period are set out below
for your information:

The Stations of the Cross will be held on the Fridays of Lent
followed by Mass
and organised by the following groups:

19" February 7 pm UCM
26" February 7 pm Eucharistic Ministers
5" March 7 pm Altar Servers
12" March 7 pm Youth Group
19™ March 7 pm Readers
26" March 7 pm Carmelites
17" February Mass at 9 am & 7.30 pm.
Ash Wednesday Blessing of ashes at each Mass.
28™ March 8.30 am:
Palm Sunday Blessing of Palms in the Church
10.30 am:
Blessing of Palms in the hall followed
by procession.
1% April 8 pm:
Maundy Reception of the Oils
Thursday Re-commissioning of Eucharistic
Ministers
Washing of the feet
Watching until Midnight
2" April 9.30 am:
Good Friday Stations of the Cross
3 pm: Solemn Liturgy
3 pm: ChildrenOs Liturgy in the hall
3" April No morning Mass.
Holy Saturday 8 pm: Easter Vigil.
Easter Offering Collection for the Clergy
4™ April 8.30 am & 10.30 am Mass
Easter Sunday Easter Offering Collection for the Clergy

WOODLEY JUMBULANCE GROUP

The Italian Dolomites is the location for our holiday by
Jumbulance this year. We are away from Saturday, 25th
September B Sunday, 3rd October, leaving from St John Bosco
Woodley. The new hotel is available to view at
www.hotelalpin.it. We have vacancies for nurses, helpers,
both male and female, and VIPs (anyone who is disabled or
who needs to be accompanied). For more information, please
contact John Gill on 969 4769, Marie O'Gorman on 969 1927
or Anne MacDonald on 958 5841.

MONDAY, 1ST MARCH 7.30 PM
HOW FAIR IS FAIRTRADE?

A PRODUCEROS PERSPECTIVE
Reading University welcomes Vinay Devaiah, a Fairtrade tea
producer from the South of India to talk about his experience
as a Fairtrade tea producer. There will be samples of Fairtrade
Tea and information available, and the talk will be filmed and
later available for viewing on the University website. All are
welcome. To be held at the University of Reading
Whiteknights Campus, Palmer Building Room 109. For more
information, please contact Sara Johnson at 0118 378 4121 or
sara.johnson@reading.ac.uk.

RICHARD PEARSON RIP
The parish offers condolences to the family of Richard Pearson
who died recently. RichardOs body Wi be received into the
Church at 4.30 pm on Tuesday, 23" February, followed by a
Funeral Mass on Wednesday, 24" February at 11 am.
All are welcome.




