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FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT DYEAR C 20™"21%" FEBRUARY 2010

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent as a time of spiritual cleansing and renewal. It is a time of opening
our hearts to God’s transforming power. We are marked by ash as a sign of our commitment to the process of
renewal and transformation. Significantly that sign is of the cross.

The word of God proclaimed in the Liturgy of the Word points to an important aspect of Lent. We experience this
season of the Church’s journey both as a community and as individuals.

As a community we are to respond to God’s call to turn away from all that separates us from each other and from
God. Ash Wednesday can be seen as the beginning of another chance, a time to start afresh.

We have become very aware of the devastation of Haiti by the recent earthquake. It has been described as being
of biblical proportions, reduced to ashes. And yet, equally, the response in support has been of overwhelming
proportions. | remember a Polish film called, “Ashes to Diamonds”. It depicts a people struggling through the
devastation of Warsaw during the Second World War and yet, it portrays a human spirit that was filled with
determination and hope. It shows how with God’s help, all can be raised, transformed and transfigured.

Once again, we come before God to ask forgiveness for the many ways we have failed to love. We come with
heavy hearts and outstretched hands, yet we come before God with reassurance through the message of Jesus,
that our prayers will be heard. That if we are truly repentant we will again be enfolded in the embrace of love and
forgiveness that encompasses all. Mindful always, may our Lenten practice of prayer, fasting and charitable giving
be carried out with open hearts and pure intentions.

Fr Richard
MASS INTENTIONS
ENGLISH MARTYRS TIMINGS ST JOSEPHOS
Rosario De Fazio RIP 6.30 pm Vigil Mass
Jocelyn Baptiste RIP 9.30 am Sunday 8.30 am Anne Waters RIP
Thanksgiving for newborn Annabelle 11.30 am 10.30 am Mary Tomas RIP
Thattil
Monica & Joseph Popiolek’s Wedding 5.00 pm
Anniversary
Val Davey RIP 9.30 am Monday No Mass
Chris McNulty RIP 9.30 am Tuesday 7.00 pm Norman Bricker & Family’s
Intentions
Bishop Hollis’ Intentions 9.30 am Wednesday 9.00 am Mary Tomas RIP
11.00 am Funeral - Richard Pearson RIP
Minerva Adams RIP 3.00 pm Thursda 9.00 am .
Herbert Almeida RIP 8.00 Sm g Michael Walsh RIP
Martin Browne RIP 9.30 am Friday 7.30 pm Iris McSoley & Mary Walker
RIP
Saturday 10.00 am Indira Thomas’ Intentions
FEASTS OF THE WEEK:

Monday — The Chair of St Peter Tuesday — St Polycarp
Thursday 7 - 8 pm EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT Saturday 9.30 - 10 am
5.30 ©6.15 pm CONFESSIONS - SATURDAY 10.30-11 am

Responsorial Psalm : OBe with me, O Lord, in my distress.O




COLLECTIONS FOR 14™ FEBRUARY 2010

Gift Aid £392.30
Planned Giving £65.00
Loose Plate £220.67
TF5 (Fr Zvonko) £40.00
TF3 (CAFOD) £3.00
CAFOD Haiti Appeal £27.00
Cabrini ChildrenOs Society £277.90
Youth Group £130.00
Hall Hire £497.50
TOTAL £1,653.37
Running Totals

TF5 (Fr Zvonko) £464.04
CAFOD Haiti Appeal £3,385.23

REMINDER

The counters for Sunday, 28" February will be Harry & Liz
McSoley.

ST PAULOS SCHOOL NEWS
News from St Paul's Primary School is contained in its weekly
newsletter and is displayed in the Church porch.

ST PAULOS CATHOLIC SCHOOL REUNION
As part of the Jubilee Celebrations to mark the 40th anniversary
of the opening of the school, there will be a reunion for former
pupils and their families on Saturday, 27th March between 2 pm
and 4 pm in the school. There will be a display of photographs of
staff and pupils from 1969 to the present day and visitors will be
able to tour the school. Light refreshments will be available.

ST PATRICKOS DANCE
The parish of Our Lady and St Anne’s in Caversham have
organised a dance to celebrate the feast of St. Patrick. This will
take place on Saturday, 13th March, 8pm until late, in the parish
hall in Washington Road. Music by Bartley Coyne, display of
Irish Dancing, licensed bar. Tickets £7.50 available on the door
on the night or contact Paul Freeman on 07782 326697

YOUTH GROUP
The next Youth Group will be on Friday, 26" February and will be
an Equipment Night. For further details please contact Nicola
Ritchie 941 5636.

HAITI D CAFOD APPEAL
You will note from the collections above that in addition to the £700
already sent to CAFOD, the parish has this week sent a cheque to
CAFOD for a further sum of £3,300. Your generosity to this appeal
has been overwhelming and | thank you most sincerely for the
kindness shown to the poor people of Haiti — Fr Joseph.

WOMENOS WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
THE WOMEN'S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER for this year has
been written by the women of the Cameroons. The theme is "Let
Everything That Has Breath Praise God".

The morning service will be at St Mary the Virgin, The Bultts,
Reading, at 10.30 am and the evening service will be at St
Catherine of Sienna, Wittenham Avenue, Tilehurst, at 8 pm on
Friday, 5th March 2010. The speaker at St. Catherine's will be Fr
Joseph. Everyone is welcome.

SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVE(S) NEEDED
We are still looking for volunteers in the parish to work as
Safeguarding Representatives. For further information, please
see me - Fr Joseph.

ARCHBISHOP PAUL VERDZEKOV
Bishop Crispian will be offering a Requiem Mass for the late
Archbishop Paul Verdzekov at the Cathedral at 12.15 pm on
Saturday, 27" March. All are welcome to attend B Fr Joseph.

LENT/EASTER DATES
Dates and times of Lent/Easter services are set out on a blue
flyer available at the back of the Church.

PENITENTIAL SERVICES B MARCH
St James' - Reading Fri 26 7.30 pm
English Martyrs - Reading | Sat 27 11.00 am
St Joseph's - Tilehurst Mon 29 7.30 pm

CAFOD DLENT FAST

CAFOD Lent Fast Day is a very important time for all, more so
this year because it is the 50" Anniversary of its
commencement. We can reflect on how much Our Lord has
suffered for us and how we might, in some small way, help
others. Richard Tudor will give a short talk at both Masses
today about the work of CAFOD. You will have the
opportunity to collect from the back of the Church, your Fast
Day enveIoEes (Fast Day: 26" February, Collection Day:
Sunday, 28 February). This year is a special one, with the
theme “Give It Up” and you may also wish to have a money
box (available at the back of the Church) for any small change
you may save throughout the Lenten period. Thank you in
advance for your support and generosity — Margaret Chaplin.

P.S. To mark the 50" Anniversary of the first Family Fast Day
in 1960, Bishop Crispian will be celebrating Mass in the
Cathedral on Friday, 26" February at 12.15 pm. All those
interested are invited to attend.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
The Eucharistic Ministers will be leading Stations of the Cross
on Friday, 26th February. Would any Eucharistic Ministers
who would like to take part please be at the church by 6.45 pm
on that evening — Ann Epps.

BAPTISM COURSE

The next Baptism course at St Joseph’s will be on Wednesday,
17th March and Wednesday, 24th March from 8 pm - 9.30 pm
in the main Church hall. We will be using a programme called:
Baptism — helping your child get the most out of life.
Godparents are also welcome to join us for discussion and to
watch a DVD. The courses only run every few months, so if
you are new or expectant parents, it might be better to attend
this course if you wish your child to be baptised fairly soon. If
you are considering Baptism for your child, whatever their age,
please register for the course by contacting Brigid Parkes on
9427436 or alternatively email the Parish Office (details on the
front of this newsletter).

A NOTE FOR YOUR DIARY
DPDAY RETREAT FOR THE PARISH
Arrangements are in hand for a one-day retreat led by Fr
Joseph to be held at St Joseph’s on Saturday, 24" April,
commencing with Mass at 10 am. The retreat will conclude at
3 pm and anyone attending is asked to bring their own lunch.
Tea and coffee will be available. The retreat is primarily for all
parishioners throughout the Pastoral Area, but especially for
those who carry out ministries within the Church.

RICHARD PEARSON RIP
The parish offers condolences to the family of Richard Pearson
who died recently. Richard’s body will be received into the
Church at 4.30 pm on Tuesday, 23" February, followed by a
Funeral Mass on Wednesday, 24" February at 11 am.
All are welcome.

UNION OF CATHOLIC MOTHERS
The next UCM meeting will be on Wednesday, 24th February
when Mr Soley from the Duchess of Kent Hospice will tell us
about their work. We meet in the small hall at 7.30pm and all
ladies are welcome to join us.

VISIT OF POPE BENEDICT: 16 ™ 919™ SEPTEMBER
This visit is in response to an invitation from the Queen and the
Government so will be very different in character to the visit of
Pope John Paul. It is hoped that he will declare Cardinal
Henry Newman a saint during his visit. This is likely to take
place in Birmingham or Coventry.




