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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT BYEAR C 27™28™ FEBRUARY 2010

Is Gordon Brown a bully? He says that he is not - others imply that he is. Does it matter? Well, it certainly does
matter to those who work closely with one of the most powerful people in the country, often under intense pressure.
Some will claim that this issue goes to the heart of the character of the Prime Minister and, as we near a General
Election, we need to know the man who heads our government. But it is interesting how these things seem to pop
up just as a General Election campaign is about to get underway. Personal attacks and efforts to undermine an
opponent are a sickening fact of political life.

On Ash Wednesday we listened to the Gospel passage in which Jesus exhorted his disciples to fast, to prayer, and
to give to others. In each case he insisted that this should be done quietly, even secretly. No fanfare of trumpets to
draw attention to ourselves. Only God and we ourselves should know what we are doing. What we have chosen to
do during Lent, how we have opted to observe this Holy Season, is up to each of us. We donOt have to do what
others are doing; we donOt have to set our goal too high and then get fed up because we havenOt managed to
achieve it. What we do is very personal and, as that passage on Ash Wednesday reminded us: Oyour heavenly
Father, who sees all that is done in secret, will reward you.O

But this is not just about what we do during Lent. The way we behave, the way we treat others, even the way we
think about other people, is an issue for each of us b individually and personally. What we say is not always
matched by what we do and what we say is not always the same as what we think. If we sometimes find it hard to
be honest with others, at least let us be open and honest with ourselves and acknowledge what needs to change in
our lives. If we donOt do that then the weeks of Lent will slip by and we will emerge at Easter more or less as we
were before Ash Wednesday.

We have no real way of knowing what goes on inside Downing Street and how Gordon Brown behaves. How he
conducts himself is down to him and is his personal responsibility to try hard to get that right. And we too have a
personal responsibility to identify the things we still get wrong B and how those might be addressed and changed.
This is part of a process that calls us to change. This is part of a process that leads us, gently and gradually,
towards that complete change we glimpse in todayOs Gospel of the transfiguration.

Fr John
MASS INTENTIONS

ENGLISH MARTYRS TIMINGS ST JOSEPHOS
Louie Fearns RIP 6.30 pm Vigil Mass
Concetta & Calogecio Magrin RIP 9.30 am Sunday 8.30 am | Annie McGrath RIP
Alex Britto RIP 11.30 am 10.30 am | Maria Marek RIP
Tessie Blowin RIP 5.00 pm
Bailon Desa RIP 9.30 am Monday No Mass
Michael McNulty RIP 9.30 am Tuesday 7.00 pm Mary Coleman RIP
Catherine Ann Wider RIP 9.30 am Wednesday 9.00 am Maureen Tomas RIP
Ann Towey RIP 8.00 pm Thursday 9.00 am Gavina Agraan RIP
Gertrude HeslopOs Intentions 9.30 am Friday 7.30 pm Mrs Pauline Storey RIP

Saturday 10.00 am Jack Cummins RIP

FEASTS OF THE WEEK:
Monday b St David Wednesday P St Vignal Thursday B St Casimir
Thursday 7 - 8 pm EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT Saturday 9.30 - 10 am
5.30 ©6.15 pm CONFESSIONS - SATURDAY 10.30-11 am
Responsorial Psalm : OThe Lord is my light and my help.O




COLLECTIONS FOR 21°T FEBRUARY 2010

Gift Aid £331.25
Planned Giving £59.00
Loose Plate £250.39
TF5 (Fr Zvonko) £0.00
TF3 (CAFOD) £3.50
CAFOD Haiti Appe al £5.00
Repository £70.00
Candle Money £31.93
Hall Hire £54.00
Donations £25.00
TOTAL £830.07
Running Totals

TF5 (Fr Zvonko) £464.04
CAFOD Haiti Appeal £90.23

REMINDER
The counters for Sunday, 7" March will be Tom & Pat McKeown

and Hugh Glover.

ST PAULOS SCHOOL NEWS
News from St Paul®s Primary School iscontained in its weekly
newsletter and is displayed in the Church porch.

ST PAULOS CATHOLIC SCHOOL REUNION
As part of the Jubilee Celebrations to mark the 40th anniversary
of the opening of the school, there will be a reunion for former
pupils and their families on Saturday, 27th March between 2 pm
and 4 pm in the school. There will be a display of photographs of
staff and pupils from 1969 to the present day and visitors will be
able to tour the school. Light refreshments will be available.

ST PATRICKOS DANCE
The parish of Our Lady and St AnneOs in Caversham have
organised a dance to celebrate the feast of St. Patrick. This will
take place on Saturday, 13th March, 8pm until late, in the parish
hall in Washington Road. Music by Bartley Coyne, display of
Irish Dancing, licensed bar. Tickets £7.50 available on the door
on the night or contact Paul Freeman on 07782 326697

YOUTH GROUP
The next Youth Group will be on Friday, 5™ March and will be a
Swimming Night for Group 1 and a Club Night for Group 2. For
further details please contact Nicola Ritchie 941 5636.

WOMENOS WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
THE WOMEN'S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER for this year has
been written by the women of the Cameroons. The theme is "Let
Everything That Has Breath Praise God".

The morning service will be at St Mary the Virgin, The Butts,
Reading, at 10.30 am and the evening service will be at St
Catherine of Sienna, Wittenham Avenue, Tilehurst, at 8 pm on
Friday, 5th March 2010. The speaker at St. Catherine's will be Fr
Joseph. Everyone is welcome.

SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVE(S) NEEDED
We are still looking for volunteers in the parish to work as
Safeguarding Representatives. For further information, please
see me - Fr Joseph.

PENITENTIAL SERVICES ©MARCH
St James' - Reading Fri 26" 7.30 pm
English Martyrs - Reading | Sat 27" 11.00 am
St Joseph's - Tilehurst Mon 29" 7.30 pm

LENT/EASTER DATES
Dates and times of Lent/Easter services are set out on a blue
flyer available at the back of the Church.

CATHOLIC HERALD
A few copies of the Catholic Herald are available at the back of
the Church priced at £1.20. If you wish to order copies on a
regular basis, you may complete the order form inside the
paper.

CAFOD DLENT FAST

CAFOD Lent Fast Day is a very important time for all, more so
this year because it is the 50" Anniversary of its
commencement. We can reflect on how much Our Lord has
suffered for us and how we might, in some small way, help
others. You will have the opportunity to collect from the back
of the Church, your Fast Day envelopes (Fast Day: 26"
February, Collection Day: Sunday, 28" February). This year
is a special one, with the theme OGive It UpO and you may also
wish to have a money box (available at the back of the Church)
for any small change you may save throughout the Lenten
period. Thank you in advance for your support and generosity
b Margaret Chaplin.

BAPTISM COURSE

The next Baptism course at St JosephOs will be on Wednesday,
17th March and Wednesday, 24th March from 8 pm - 9.30 pm
in the main Church hall. We will be using a programme called:
Baptism B helping your child get the most out of life.
Godparents are also welcome to join us for discussion and to
watch a DVD. The courses only run every few months, so if
you are new or expectant parents, it might be better to attend
this course if you wish your child to be baptised fairly soon. If
you are considering Baptism for your child, whatever their age,
please register for the course by contacting Brigid Parkes on
9427436 or alternatively email the Parish Office (details on the
front of this newsletter).

A NOTE FOR YOUR DIARY
DPDAY RETREAT FOR THE PARISH
Arrangements are in hand for a one-day retreat led by Fr
Joseph to be held at St JosephOs on Saturday, 24 April,
commencing with Mass at 10 am. The retreat will conclude at
3 pm and anyone attending is asked to bring their own lunch.
Tea and coffee will be available. The retreat is primarily for all
parishioners throughout the Pastoral Area, but especially for
those who carry out ministries within the Church.

VISIT OF POPE BENEDICT: 16 ™ 919™ SEPTEMBER
This visit is in response to an invitation from the Queen and the
Government so will be very different in character to the visit of
Pope John Paul. It is hoped that he will declare Cardinal
Henry Newman a saint during his visit. This is likely to take
place in Birmingham or Coventry.

LIFE
We are having a Jumble Sale in English Martyrs parish centre
on Saturday, 20" March at 1 pm. Jumble may be left at the
centre from 11 am that morning.

Also, on 20" March, the Oxford LIFE group is holding a
conference in Oxford to promote motherhood, called Mothering
Heights. Details are on the notice board. Mothers and the
professionals who support them are invited to attend.

We have prepared our customary Easter Quiz, copies of which
are available from me in exchange for £1. The deadline for
returning the answers is 31 March D Christine Wall, tel. 941
1605

KNITWITS
Our next meeting is at the home of Ruth Lewis: 30 Calder
Close on Monday, 1% March. Please note we now start at 7.30
pm B Margaret Chaplin.




CHURCH CLEANERS
We need more volunteers to help clean the church. The more
there are, the less often your turn comes around. Times are
flexible and you can come along on a time to suit you. Currently
groups clean on Thursday, Friday and Saturday morning and
Friday evening. If you can spare an hour once a month please
contact Veronica Williams on 941 8783.

CABRINI CHILDR ENOS SOCIETY

Cabrini ChildrenOs Society is holding a family charity day in
conjunction with Surrey Glldmg School at Kenley Airfield, Surrey on
Bank Holiday Monday, 3" May 2010. A flight lasting a maximum of
15 minutes (subject to weather conditions) will cost £45. The
School are giving the society a very generous donation of £25 for
each flight booked. If you are interested in booking a flight or
require more information, we would be grateful if you could contact
Ann Hoggan as soon as possible by phoning 020 8668 2181 or
emailing ann.hoggan@cabrini.org.uk.

CAN YOU NOMINATE A READING STUDENT FOR
AN ACT OF KINDNESS?
Reading University is inviting nominations of students who have
made a contribution to the local community or for acts of kindness
or good neighbourliness. Closing date is 12" March. Nomination
forms: www.reading.ac.uk/about/about-scaawards.asp, or ring Ann
Westgarth 0118 378 4479.

FAIRTRADE
Monday, 1* March at 7.30 pm. ‘'How Fair is Fairtrade? A
producer's perspective'. Fairtrade tea producer is giving a lecture at
the University of Reading. Information and Fairtrade samples will
be available. Palmer Building room 109, Whiteknights Campus.
More information: 0118 378 4121 or sara.johnson@reading.ac.uk.

READING MARATHON 2010
Fr Richard Maniak is once again undertaking the Marathon this
year. If anyone is willing to sponsor him, he will be available after
the Masses at English Martyrs next weekend. The proceeds will go
to the Duchess of Kent House.

BLESSED HUGH FARINGDON CATHOLIC SCH OOL
VACANCY FOR PARENT FOUNDATION GOVERNOR
Bishop Crispian is seeking applications from committed baptised
Catholics who are parents of children currently registered at the
school. The governors of a Catholic school work as a team, in
close co-operation with the head teacher and all staff. In addition
to the legal responsibilities of the Governing Body, the Foundation
Governors have a responsibility for preserving the religious
character of the school, sustaining and developing the school as a
Catholic educating community in accordance with Canon (Church)
Law and the teaching of the Catholic Church. Appropriate training
is available during the period of service. Lack of experience in
education in a Catholic school should not deter anyone from
applying, if there is a genuine desire to serve the mission of the
Church. Application packs are available from the Parish Priest, the
School Office or the Department for Schools, Park Place Pastoral
Centre, Winchester Road, Wickham PO17 5HA.

Closing date for applications - 19th March.

WOODLEY JUMBULANCE GROUP
The Italian Dolomites is the location for our holiday by
Jumbulance this year. We are away from Sat 25th September-
Sun 3rd October, leaving from St John Bosco Woodley. The new
hotel is available to view at www.hotelalpin.it. =~ We have
vacancies for nurses, helpers, both male and female, and VIPs
(anyone who is disabled or who needs to be accompanied). For
more information, please contact John Gill 969 4769, Marie
O'Gorman 969 1927 or Anne MacDonald 958 5841.

NEWSLETTERS
Back copies (up to two years) of St Joseph's newsletters can be
found on our web site: www.st-josephs-tilehurst.org.uk.

PRAYING FOR THE SICK
If you know of anyone who is unwell and would like to be prayed
for at Mass, please let St Joseph® Parish Office know. Their
names will then be included in the bidding prayers. Please make
sure the person is happy for their name to be mentioned
beforehand.

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME
If any parishioner is unable to attend Mass and would like to
receive Holy Communion at home, or if anyone knows of such a
person, please inform the Parish Office or Jo Boase on 9672605,
so that visits can be arranged.

JOURNEY IN FAITH
Are you interested in finding out more about the Catholic faith?
You may be considering becoming a Catholic or simply want to
ask a few questions. Perhaps you are a Catholic who has been
out of touch and would like to reconnect. The Journey in Faith
group meets on Thursday evenings. For more details please
contact the parish office or phone Brigid Parkes on 942 7436.

PARENT/CARER AND TODDLER GROUP
Held in the Church hall each Thursday between 9.30 am D11 am
during term-time. Here, your children can play and socialise in a
safe environment and you can enjoy a coffee and a chat. Please
do come and join us.

REMINDER
St JosephOs Office hours are on Tuesdays & Thursdays from 9
am until 12.30 pm.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION SUPPLIER
First Holy Communion supplier run by former catholic school
governor. Dresses, veils, tiaras and accessories. Telephone
Clare on 01442 258607 or go to www.fhc-online.com.

MASS FOR THOSE CELEBRATING
SIGNIFICANT WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
This Mass is by invitation only and will be celebrated at 11 am on
Saturday, 12" June 2010 at St Bede®s Church, Popley Way,
Basingstoke, Hants, RG24 9DX. If you would like to attend,
please contact Katja Babei b kbabei@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
D Telephone No. 0132 983 5583).

ARCHBISHOP PAUL VERDZEKOV
Bishop Crispian will be offering a Requiem Mass for the late
Archbishop Paul Verdzekov at the Cathedral at 12.15 pm on
Saturday, 27" March. All are welcome to attend B Fr Joseph.

ENGLISH MARTYRS CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
(Dee Road, Tilehurst, Reading, Berks RG30 4BE) are currently
looking for suitable qualified persons to act as supply teachers
on an occasional basis. If you are interested and able, please
contact the school for further details. Jamie Carroll, Head
Teacher. Tel. 0118 9015466. KS2 Class Teacher required
September 2010. Further details are available at www.e-
ctg.co.uk or www.tver.co.uk or www.info.tes.co.uk.

HOME PASCHAL CANDLE
If any parishioner is interested in purchasing a home paschal
candle to celebrate Easter, these may be ordered on the form
placed on the notice board in the Church porch. Full details
are on the order form. LAST ORDERS FOR DELIVERY FOR
EASTER MUST BE PLACED BY TUESDAY, 23%° MARCH
2010.




