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PALM SUNDAY Ð YEAR C     27TH/28TH MARCH 2010 
 

As another Lent draws to a close, we enter the events of Holy Week.  If you are like me then youÕll be thinking how 
quickly the weeks of Lent have passed Ð it doesnÕt seem long since we had ashes put on our foreheads and made 
decisions about what we would and wouldnÕt do during Lent.  However successful we feel weÕve been, we can set 
that to one side now as we begin to commemorate and to celebrate the absolutely central events of our Christian 
faith.  Beginning with JesusÕ entry into Jerusalem, moving through his final days in the city, the trials, suffering and 
condemnation which led to Calvary and finally his triumph over death in the resurrection.  This week is at the very 
heart of everything we do throughout the year.  This is it. 
 
Which is why we should make every effort to take part in this week, especially Maundy Thursday through to Easter 
Sunday, known as the Easter Triduum.  On Thursday evening we mark that moment in the Upper Room when 
Jesus shared a meal with his disciples, and knelt down and washed their feet.  On Good Friday we walk the Way of 
the Cross and venerate the wood on which Our Saviour died for us.  On Saturday night and through Sunday we 
allow ourselves to be overwhelmed with joy because Jesus is risen, and therefore opens the way to eternal life for 
all who believe in him.  At Easter we are invited to renew the promises made at baptism: we reject what is evil and 
express our belief in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  As the priest says: ÒThis is our faith; this is the faith of the 
Church and we are proud to profess it, in Christ Jesus Our Lord.Ó   
 
With such momentous events contained in Holy Week, why would we not want to be part of them?  What could hold 
us back and keep us away from the Mass on Thursday evening, the Solemn Liturgy of Friday and then Easter? 
 
But how?  How do we become part  of Holy Week, rather than just listening and watching from the outside?  One 
way is to pick a character, one figure who is involved.  It might be a disciple, or a soldier, or St John, or Mary 
herself.  Look at things through that personÕs eyes as events unfold.  What do you think?  What do you feel?  What 
do you see?  This is one way of entering into the Liturgy so that it ceases to be something we listen to or observe 
and becomes something that we are a part of, and engaged in. 
 
On Tuesday morning our Bishop will celebrate the Mass of the Oils in the Cathedral surrounded by priests, deacons 
and people from all over the Diocese.  At that Mass he will bless the Oils we use throughout the year.  Also at that 
Mass he will invite priests and deacons to renew their commitment to serve God in his people in each of the 
communities where we gather.  And it is in those communities, for us St JosephÕs and English Martyrs, where we 
then celebrate all that our faith means during this most Holy of Weeks.             

 Fr John  
MASS INTENTIONS 

ENGLISH MARTYRS TIMINGS ST JOSEPHÕS 
George Crossland RIP   6.30 pm Vigil Mass   
Pat & Peggy Walsh Intentions   9.30 am     8.30 am Elizabeth Clegg RIP 
Michael McNulty RIP 11.30 am 
Buddy Grennan RIP   5.00 pm 

Sunday  
  10.30 am Intentions of  

St JosephÕs Choir 
Lucy Hope RIP   9.30 am Monday    NO MASS 
Anthony Donoghue RIP   7.30 pm Tuesday    7.00 pm Catherine Hanley RIP 
Francis Mason RIP   9.30 am Wednesday    9.00 am Peter Bray RIP 
Marian MartinÕs Intentions   7.30 pm MAUNDY THURSDAY   8.00 pm  
Good Friday Liturgy    3.00 pm GOOD FRIDAY   3.00 pm Good Friday Liturgy  
Bishop HollisÕ Intentions                   8.30 pm HOLY SATURDAY VIGIL    8.00 pm For all our parishioners 

 
Responsorial Psalm :  ÒMy God, my God, why have you forsaken me?Ó  



COLLECTIONS FOR 21ST MARCH 2010 
Gift Aid  £889.50 
Planned Giving  £48.00 
Loose Plate  £328.90 
TF5 (Fr Zvonko)  £10.00 
TF3 (CAFOD) £37.80 
Clergy Assistance  £27.00 
Catholic Education Service  £10.00 
Bamenda  £10.00 
Cathedral Fund  £10.00 
CASE £10.00 
Clergy Training Fund  £10.00 
PeterÕs Pence £10.00 
Holy Places  £10.00 
Racial Justice  £10.00 
World Communications  £10.00 
CAFOD Special  £2.00 
Candle Money  £23.37 
Hall Hire  £308.00 
Youth Group  £310.00 
TOTAL £2,074.57 
Running Totals   
TF5 (Fr Zvonko)  £537.04 
CAFOD Family Fast  £682.92 

 
REMINDER 

The counters for Sunday, 4th April will be Tony & Jill Flint and Pat 
Knowles. 

SPECIAL COLLECTION  
There will be a special collection on Good Friday, 2nd April for the 
Holy Places. 

ST PAULÕS SCHOOL NEWS 
News from St PaulÕs Primary School is contained in its weekly 
newsletter and is displayed in the Church porch. 
 

PENITENTIAL SERVICES Ð MARCH 
St Joseph's - Tilehurst  Mon 29th     7.30 pm 
 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK  
Collectors required week commencing 9th May.  For further 
details, please contact John Macbeth on 941 4685. 
 

A NOTE FOR YOUR DIARY  
Ð DAY RETREAT FOR THE PARISH  

Arrangements are in hand for a one-day retreat led by Fr Joseph 
to be held at St JosephÕs on Saturday, 24th April, commencing 
with Mass at 10 am.  The retreat will conclude at 3 pm and 
anyone attending is asked to bring their own lunch.  Tea and 
coffee will be available.  The retreat is primarily for all 
parishioners throughout the Pastoral Area, but especially for 
those who carry out ministries within the Church. 
 

EASTER CARDS 
Easter cards are now available at the repository. 
 

CHURCH CLEANING FOR EASTER  
The Church will be given a "Spring Clean" for Easter on 
Wednesday, 31st March, after 9 am Mass.  All regular cleaners 
and any new volunteers will be welcome Ð Veronica Williams. 
 

WALK OF WITNESS Ð GOOD FRIDAY 
St Joseph's have been asked to join with other churches in 
Tilehurst in an Act of Witness on Good Friday.  Please join in to 
show our neighbours the significance of the day.  We will leave 
St Joseph's at 11.15 am, and walk with parishioners from St 
Catherine's to The Triangle.  There, we will be joined by other 
church groups for a service lasting about half an hour.  We have 
had a great turnout for this in recent years, and it would be good 
if as many of us as possible could take part. 
 
 
 
 

  

JOINT PASSOVER MEAL  
A reminder to all those who have booked tickets for this event 
to bring their own plates, cutlery and glasses.  All food and 
drinks will be provided.  The Passover takes place on 
Wednesday next, 31st March, in English Martyrs Community 
Centre at 7 for a 7.30 pm start.  Volunteers to help with 
catering and set-up on the day will be most welcome Ð please 
contact the Parish Office. 
 

CLERGY EASTER OFFERING Ð ADVANCE NOTICE 
Due to a printing error, the Gift Aid/Planned Giving envelopes 
for Sunday, 4th April (Easter Sunday) should have been a 
coloured one, marked ÒEaster OfferingÓ.  Will parishioners 
kindly note to continue to use the white envelopes which will be 
designated Easter Offering envelopes. 
 

ST PAULÕS SCHOOL - VACANCY FOR 
FOUNDATION / PARENT FOUNDATION GOVERNOR  

Crispian, who has absolute discretion in the appointment of 
Foundation Governors, is seeking applications from committed 
baptised Catholics who wish to be considered. Those seeking 
to become a Parent Foundation Governor will have a 
child/children currently registered at the school. The governors 
of a Catholic school work as a team, in close co-operation with 
the headteacher and all staff.  In addition to the legal 
responsibilities of the Governing Body, the Foundation 
Governors have a responsibility for preserving the religious 
character of the school, sustaining and developing the school 
as a Catholic educating community in accordance with Canon 
(Church) law and the teaching of the Catholic Church and 
giving clear witness, as individuals, and as a team, to the 
Gospel message and to the ChurchÕs teaching.   Appropriate 
training is available during the period of service.  Lack of 
experience in education in a Catholic school should not deter 
anyone from applying if there is a genuine desire to serve the 
mission of the Church.   
 
Application packs are available from the School Office or the 
Department for Schools Governance, Park Place Pastoral 
Centre, Winchester Road, Wickham, PO17 5HA. Tel: 01329 
835363 - schools@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk.   
Closing date for receipt of applications:   31st March 2010. 
 

LIFE 
Grateful thanks to everyone who helped or brought items for 
our jumble sale last Saturday.  We made £310, a fantastic 
amount for (mostly) old stuff.  A reminder to those who are 
doing our Easter Quiz  -  the quiz sheets should be returned by 
Wednesday, 31st March, at the latest.  The answers will be put 
on the notice board after that date - Christine Wall. 
 

CAFOD Ð LENT FAST 
The Fast Day Collection so far has amounted to £669.92.  The 
CAFOD Fast Day envelopes are still available at the back of 
the Church for any late donations.  As announced, this year is 
a special one, with the theme ÒGive it UpÓ and you may wish to 
have a money box (available at the back of the Church) for any 
small change you may have throughout the Lenten period.  
Thank you for your support and generosity Ð Margaret Chaplin. 
 

CAFOD 
The Director of CAFOD, Tom OÕConnor has written to thank 
the diocese for our tremendous response to the Haiti Appeal.  
The total collected was £233,386 - made up as follows:  
Parishes - £149,725; Schools - £7,218 and Individual 
donations - £76,443.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 
 

 


