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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER DYEAR C 10"11™ APRIL 2010

On Easter Sunday the 10.30 am Mass at St Joseph’s was absolutely packed. Parishioners came to celebrate the
resurrection of Christ, the triumph of life over death, of love over hate, of light over darkness, of forgiveness and
compassion over intolerance. | have often wondered why this fervour during Easter. Why do we all want to join in
the celebration of the resurrection? Why do our brothers and sisters who have been away from the Church the
whole year want to join in the celebration? And what happens to them after Easter Sunday? Where do they go?

| am tempted to think that while many Christians see Easter as the most important day on the Christian calendar,
they do not seem to realise the implications of the celebration of Easter for daily living. Easter is stripped of its true
meaning if it is nothing but an important date on the Christian calendar. The resurrection of Christ had a
transforming effect on his disciples: John saw and he believed (John 20:8); Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
were filled with great joy (Matt 28:8); the women became the first announcers of the resurrection (Luke 24:9), the
disciples understood the meaning of the suffering and death of Jesus which they had failed to see before (John
20:10).

Belief in the resurrection of Jesus must have the same transforming effect on the life of every Christian. As Billy
Graham writes, “the resurrected Christ also lives today in another very real sense: in the heart of every true
believer. Though He is in His glorified body in heaven, yet through the Holy Spirit He dwells in the heart of every
Christian.” And if the risen Christ lives in our hearts, he will increase our faith, fill us with joy, enable us see the
place of the cross in our lives, and send us out as messengers of the Good News by word and deed. Our daily
lives would reflect the victory of love over hate, of forgiveness and compassion over intolerance. Easter will not be
something that happens on one day of the year.

Christianity is a way of life that essentially involves following the way of Jesus, the way of love, compassion, and
forgiveness. The test of our discipleship is in the living of these gospel values on a daily basis. And it is in
celebrating the Easter mystery that we are reminded time and time again exactly what we are asked to do. Can

we really afford to simply go back to our old ways? Fr Joseph
MASS INTENTIONS
ENGLISH MARTYRS TIMINGS ST JOSEPHOS
Paddy Davies’ Intentions 6.30 pm | VIGIL MASS
Mary Fahy RIP 9.30 am | SUNDAY 8.30 am Michael McNulty RIP
Michael McNulty RIP 11.30 am 10.30 am Vera Edwards RIP
Rhona Clifton RIP 5.00 pm
Rhona Clifton RIP 9.30 am | Monday 8.30 am Fr Peter Codd’s Ints
Michael McNulty RIP 9.30 am | Tuesday 7.00 pm Fred & Mary Burgess RIP
James McAuley’s Intentions 9.30 am | Wednesday 9.00 am John Patrick O’Connor
RIP
Bro. Cuthbert RIP 8.00 pm | Thursday 9.00 am Brenda Soraghan RIP
Bro. Cuthbert RIP 9.30 am | Friday 7.00 pm Agnes Mitchinson RIP
Saturday 10.00 am Dorothy Bourdon RIP
Thursday 7- 8 pm EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT Saturday 9.30 - 10 am
5.30-6.15 pm CONFESSIONS - SATURDAY 10.30-11 am
FEASTS OF THE WEEK:
Tuesday — St Martin |
Responsorial Psalm : (Give thanks to t he Lord for he is good, for his love hasnoend .0




COLLECTIONS FOR 4™ APRIL 2010

Easter Offering £2,325.30
TF3 (CAFOD) £131.40
Holy Places £523.51
Clergy Assistance £10.00
Family Fast £37.99
Youth Group £55.00
Flowers £48.00
Candle Money £32.86
Hall Hire £1,597.00
TOTAL £4,761.06
Running Totals

TF5 (Fr Zvonko) £537.04
CAFOD Family Fast £751.44
Clergy Assistance £621.28

REMINDER
The counters for Sunday, 18" April will be Maurice O’Brien and
Ryan Hawkins.
ST PAULOS SCHOOL NEWS
News from St Paul’'s Primary School is contained in its weekly
newsletter and is displayed in the Church porch.

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
Collectors required week commencing 9" May. For further
details, please contact John Macbeth on 941 4685.

A NOTE FOR YOUR DIARY
DDAY RETREAT FOR THE PARISH
Arrangements are in hand for a one-day retreat led by Fr Joseph
to be held at St Joseph's on Saturday, 24™ April, commencing
with Mass at 10 am. The retreat will conclude at 3 pm and
anyone attending is asked to bring their own lunch. Tea and
coffee will be available. The retreat is primarily for all
parishioners throughout the Pastoral Area, but especially for
those who carry out ministries within the Church.

URGENT!

GIFT AID/PLANNED GIVING BDNEW ENVELOPES 2010/2011
WILL PARISHIONERS WHO USE ENVELOPES FOR
COLLECTION PURPOSES KINDLY NOTE THAT THE NEW
ENVELOPES ARE READY FOR COLLECTION. THE BOXES
OF ENVELOPES ARE IN NUMERICAL ORDER AND ARE
AVAILABLE FROM THE CHURCH PORCH. IF YOU HAVE
ANY QUERIES, PLEASE CONTACT HARRY MCSOLEY/S EAN
MURPHY/JOHN MACBETH.

CAFOD DLENT FAST
The Family Fast Day Collection amounted to £751.44. The “Give
it Up” money boxes should now be handed for counting and
forwarding to CAFOD. Thank you for your support and
generosity — Margaret Chaplin.
THAMES VALE SINGERS PRESENT MUSIC
FROM THE COURT OF ELIZABETH |

A concert at St Catherine’'s on Saturday, 24th April at 8 pm.
Come and listen to some wonderfully uplifting music, and some
full of the joys of spring! Tickets are only £7 or £6 for
concessions. Telephone No. 957 2307 or 942 1481. We hope
to see lots of our friends from St Joseph’s joining us for a very
happy evening - Jo Day, St CatherineQs Church.

WELCOME
A warm welcome to Clement Mott and George Mark Ravenscroft
who are being baptised here at St Joseph'’s today.

KNITWITS

Our next meeting will be on Monday, 12" April at 7.30 pm at the
home of Veronica Williams: 9 Orkney Close, Calcot.

THIRD ORDER OF OUR LADY OF CARMEL

The next meeting of the Reading Chapter will be on Saturday, 17"
April from 11 am to 3 pm at St Joseph’s Church. Visitors are very

welcome to join us for all or part of the meeting.
For more information, telephone:
Robert — 0118 941 1141 or Simon — 01344 303165.

CELEBRATING MARRIAGE 2010

On 12" June there will be a special Mass at St Bede’s,
Basingstoke, for couples in our diocese celebrating significant
wedding anniversaries during 2010. If you are celebrating your
25th, 40th, 50th or any anniversary over 60 years, please let
your parish priest know as soon as possible, so that Bishop
Crispian can send you an invitation. Attendance will be by
invitation only and numbers are limited.

For more information contact: Katja Babei, Advisor for
Marriage and Family Life, Department for Pastoral Formation.
kbabei@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk. Tel: 01329 835583

WORLD YOUTH DAY - MADRID 2011
Are you in the 16-35 age bracket? Would you like to join the
50 -100 from Reading attending WYD in Madrid? So far 7
have signed up and 10-20 more young folk are expected to go
from the Parish of St William of York.

A major gathering for all will take place on Friday, 23rd April, in
St William of York Church with Diocesan Youth Advisor, Dave
Hill. Booking forms and Information sheets can be obtained
from Ann Frank, Fr John O’Shea or the Parish Office. Tel. 957
4171 or email parish@jameswilliam-reading.org.uk.

LIFE

A Level 2 Course in Counselling Skills will be commencing
later this month at St Joseph’s, Tilehurst. It is an ideal
qualification for anyone working in an environment where
interpersonal skills are needed, e.g. nursing, social work and
for those considering a career in counselling. Please see the
parish notice board for details of the course or ring Nicki
Richardson on 01993 881081.

COULD YOU BE A CAFOD MP CORRESPONDENT?
Are you passionate about global issues? Could you help make
sure that they stay at the top of the political agenda? CAFOD
is looking for MP correspondents to contact their MPs regularly
(3 times a year) via letter/email or face-to-face. Training and
support provided.

QUESTION YOUR CANDIDATES

Faith Forum Reading is giving us the opportunity to meet and
question the parliamentary candidates for Reading West on
Monday, 26th April at the Methodist Church, School Road,
Tilehurst, 7.30 — 10.00 pm. The meeting will be chaired by
Maurice O’Brien, of St. Joseph’s Parish and the Reading
Chronicle, and will be an ideal opportunity to question all our
candidates on pro-life, family and moral issues. We are asked
to send questions in advance to Jan Hearn, email
jan@strongertogether.org.uk or tel. 9584849. For further
information contact Christine Wall, Chairman Reading &
District LIFE, tel. 941 1605.

PRINTER CARTRIDGE AVAILABLE
New colour cartridge HP57, used for one print only.
Reasonable donation to CAFOD secures. Phone Elizabeth on
0118 942 1338.

CAN YOU HELP?
The parish has been contacted by the Thames Valley Police
regarding an item of lost/found/stolen property. It is inscribed
“To Marge” — plus text. If anyone is aware of a person named
“Marge” who may be the owner of the property, will they kindly
contact Thames Valley Police on 0845 850 5505 and ask for
PCSO C9890 Pearse.

UNION OF CATHOLIC MOTHERS
The next meetimg of the UCM will be on Wednesday, 14th
April at 7.30 pm in the small hall, when we will watch this year's
Christian Aid presentation. All ladies are welcome to join us.




