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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER DYEAR C 2425 APRIL 2010

For a long time this Sunday has been known as OGood Shepherd SundayO. As we listen to the Gospel for today it
is easy to see why: Jesus talks about himself in terms of one who looks after those entrusted to him, as a
shepherd looks after his sheep. Tied in with this theme, we are asked to focus our prayer on Vocations to the
Priesthood. Of course, because we are baptised each of us is called by God to a particular way of life and part of
our journey is to work out where that call should be leading us. But today the spotlight is turned on a specific call:

a call to the priesthood.

In my experience this has often been addressed in terms that are designed to scare: OIf we donOt get more men
being ordained then parishes will lose their priestO or something similar- hardly a positive message. So what is
the situation in our own Diocese of Portsmouth? We currently have seven students training in our Seminaries.
Two of them, James McAuley and Philip Harris, will be ordained as priests in the Cathedral by Bishop Crispian on
24" July. Five others continue their studies: Ross Bullock, Philip Carroll, John Chandler, Steve Roach and
Benjamin Theobald. We also have two men who will be at the Selection Conference for the priesthood this very
weekend. They deserve our prayerful support as they discern the way ahead. There are several other young men
who are in the process of discerning their vocation from God and who need to be supported by our prayer.

At the Chrism Mass in Holy week, the Bishop announced the appointment of a Vocations Promoter, Father Mark
Hogan. His task will be to ensure that much more is done to explain and discuss with young people what a call to
priesthood might involve. This is a positive step and one which will, | am sure, bear fruit in the years to come.

The reason for mentioning the details of our situation, and the names of the students involved, is because they are
not just anonymous people, tucked away in a Seminary building for six or seven years. These are men from
families just like your family and my family. Without doubt, God is calling more to consider life as a priest. Our
task is to ensure that call is heard, and create an environment in which an individual will feel encouraged to

explore that call Bwherever it may lead them. Fr John
MASS INTENTIONS
ENGLISH MARTYRS TIMINGS ST JOSEPHOS
Sr HedwigOs Intentions 6.30 pm | Vigil Mass
Lily Snow RIP 9.30 am | Sunday 8.30 am | Margaret Collins RIP
Paddy Kilbane RIP 11.30 am 10.30 am | Maria Marek RIP
Donato Fiore RIP 5.00 pm
Roche Figueira RIP 9.30 am | Monday NO MASS
Norman Cullity RIP 9.30 am | Tuesday 7.00 pm | James & Kathleen OOShea RIP
Bridget OOLoughlin RIP 9.30 am | Wednesday 9.00 am | Maureen Dingle RIP
Funeral B Imelda Lucy Canter RIP | 11.00 am | Thursday 9.00 am . .
Paddy Kilbane RIP 8.00 pm Kathleen LeithOs Intentions
Maureen Mitecheson RIP 9.30 am | Friday 7.00 pm | Noreen OOLearyOs Intentions
Saturday 10.00 am | Maureen Dingle RIP

FEAST OF THE WEEK:
Monday b Blessed Robert Anderton & William Marsden Wednesday B Ss Peter Chanel & Louis Grignon de
Montfort Thursday B St Catherine of Siena Friday B St Pius V Saturday B St Joseph the Worker

Thursday 7- 8 pm EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT Saturday 9 am

5.3086.15 pm CONFESSIONS - SATURDAY No Confessions today

Responsorial Psalm : OWe are his people, the sheep of his flock.O




COLLECTIONS FOR 18™ APRIL 2010

Gift Aid £428.90
Planned Giving £54.00
Loose Plate £336.04
Easter Offering £10.00
TF5 (Fr Zvonko) £20.00
TF3 (CAFOD) £9.00
Candle Money £16.83
Hall Hire £682.00
TOTAL £1,556.77
Running Totals

TF5 (Fr Zvonko) £557.04
CAFOD Family Fast £819.34
Clergy Assistance £631.26
Easter Offering £2,472.30
Holy Places £537.51

REMINDER
The counters for Sunday, 2™ May will be Tom & Pat McKeown
and Hugh Glover.

SPECIAL COLLECTION
There will be a special collection next Sunday, 2" May for the
Clergy Training Fund.

ST PAULOS SCHOOL NEWS
News from St Paul®s Primary School iscontained in its weekly
newsletter and is displayed in the Church porch.

YOUTH GROUP
The next Youth Group session will be an Equipment Night on
Friday, 30" April.  For further details please contact Nicola
Ritchie 941 5636.

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
Collectors required week commencing 9" May. For further
details, please contact John Macbeth on 941 4685. The
Christian Aid Service will be held at St Michael®s Church on
Sunday, 9" May at 6.30 pm. All are welcome.

GIFT AID/PLANNED GIVING BDNEW ENVELOPES £2010/2011
Some boxes still need collection. Kindly collect your box from the
Church porch as soon as possible.

CAFOD DLENT FAST
The Family Fast Day Collection amounted to £819.34. The OGive
it UpO money boxes should be handed for counting and
forwarding to CAFOD by 25" April 2010. Thank you for your
support and generosity B Margaret Chaplin.

WELCOME
A warm welcome to Kimberley Louise Rowe who is to be
baptised here at St JosephOs today.

CELEBRATING MARRIAGE 2010
on 12" June, there will be a special Mass at St BedeOs,
Basingstoke, for couples in our diocese celebrating significant
wedding anniversaries during 2010. If you are celebrating your
25th, 40th, 50th or any anniversary over 60 years, please let your
parish priest know as soon as possible, so that Bishop Crispian
can send you an invitation. Attendance will be by invitation only
and numbers are limited. For more information contact: Katja
Babei, Advisor for Marriage and Family Life, Department for
Pastoral Formation. kbabei@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk.
Tel: 01329 835583.

INVITATION FROM ST CATHERINEQS CHURCH
You are warmly invited to join us at St CatherineOs Church for our
Patronal Eucharist followed by wine and canapZs on St
CatherineOs Feast Dayb Thursday, 29" April at 8 pm. Donations
will be accepted to cover costs. Further details from Rev Denis
Smith: 942 7786 or Rev Lorraine Colam: 943 2001.

QUESTION YOUR CANDIDATES

Faith Forum Reading is giving us the opportunity to meet and
guestion the parliamentary candidates for Reading West on
Monday, 26th April at the Methodist Church, School Road,
Tilehurst, 7.30 B 10.00 pm. The meeting will be chaired by
Maurice OOBrien, of St. JosephOs Parish and the Reading
Chronicle, and will be an ideal opportunity to question all our
candidates on pro-life, family and moral issues. We are asked
to send questions in advance to Jan Hearn, email
jan@strongertogether.org.uk or tel. 9584849. For further
information contact Christine Wall, Chairman Reading &
District LIFE, tel. 941 1605.

CAN YOU HELP?
The parish has been contacted by the Thames Valley Police
regarding an item of lost/found/stolen property. It is inscribed
OTo Marge® plus text. If anyone is aware of a person named
OMargeO who may be the owner of the property, will they kindly
contact Thames Valley Police on 0845 850 5505 and ask for
PCSO C9890 Pearse.

PIANO LESSONS

Thomas Marek is looking to take on more students interested
in learning the piano, keyboard or music theory. With varied
experience in teaching, grade 8 in piano and a first class
honours degree in music, Thomas charges £10 for a 30-minute
lesson, or £18 per hour. Lessons can either be at your home
or at ThomasO in Theale. If you have any questions, or for
further details, please phone 07743073772.

GET CREATIVE! FOR CAFOD PORTSMOUTH

Entries are still welcome until the 7th of June (from individuals
and/or schools and groups) for CAFOD Portsmouth's "Get
Creative" competition, to produce a CD of songs and poems
from people across the Diocese. The topic could be anything
from environmental justice to livesimply, from worship to social
action. Full rules and entry forms can be downloaded from
www.cafod.org.uk/portsmouth or contact the office at
portsmouth@cafod.org.uk or 01252 329285 for more
information.

APE
ItOs time to open the mission boxesagain. No deadline at this
time of year b at your earliest convenience please. The spring
magazines are available at the back of the Church. If you
would like a mission box in your home please contact me b
Mike Tomas, APF Secretary. Telephone No. 941 2786.

MASS TIME CHANGE D SATURDAY, 1°" MAY 2010
Will parishioners kindly note that on Saturday, 1% May,
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will commence at 9 am
and Mass will follow at 9.30 am. There will be no confessions
on this day B Fr Joseph.

UNION OF CATHOLIC MOTHERS
At the next UCM meeting on Wednesday, 28th April, we will
have a talk about the famous Russian FabergZ Eggs. We
meet in the small hall at 7.30 pm and all ladies are welcome to
join us.

EVER ANCIENT, EVER NEW

A weekend for young adults aged 18 - 38, inviting them to
consider the beauty of a call to the religious life in the 21st
century. Friday, 14th (evening) b Sunday, 16th May 2010 in
the Essex countryside with the Community of Our Lady of
Walsingham. For further details visit
http://www.walsinghamcommunity.org/events.html or call Sr
Camilla on 01277 373959/848.

OPEN DAY AT THE CATHOLIC NATIONAL LIBRARY
St MichaelOs Abbey, Farnborough on 22nd May 2010, 11lam-
3pm. All visitors welcome to visit the library and browse the
collection. There will be a sale of surplus books and tours of the
Abbey Church and crypt will be available at 3pm. For all
enquiries ring 01252 543818 or email library@catholic-
library.org.uk.




