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THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD - YEAR C 15™116™ MAY 2010

In 1967 Pope Paul VI added World Communications Day to the liturgical calendar. The first theme in 1967 was
OChurch and Social CommunicationO. This yearOs theme for the Day is OThe Priest and Pastoral Ministry in a Digital
World: New Media at the Service of the World. If you are interested, the Holy FatherOs message is on the internet
and so are all the others since 1967!! The wonders of the internet!!!

As the Church celebrates the Year of the Priests, the Pope also wanted to invite the worldOs priests to consider
ways they could use digital media in their ministry. If understood and used wisely, new media technology Ocan
offer priests and all pastoral workers a wealth of information and content that was difficult to access before and
facilitate forms of collaboration and greater communion in ways that were unthinkable in the past.O In the letter, he
says, that while the church also must be aware of and address problems, the new digital culture enables the
church to recognise the enormous potential new instruments of communication have in ministry and
evangelization.

In my recent experience, when | wrote an article for the newsletter, | remember that before it touched ink a
journalist picked it up on the internet and used it to produce his own interpretation of my thoughts. | realised what
a great instrument the internet was for spreading the Gospel. On the other hand it could also be used to distort,
ridicule and trivialise the true message.

Today as we celebrate the Ascension of the Lord, the message that Jesus gives to the Church can now reach
believers and non-believers through communication and technology. He says to his disciples, OYou see how it is
written that the Christ would suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that, in his name, repentance for
the forgiveness of sins would be preached to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.O

Fr Richard
MASS INTENTIONS

ENGLISH MARTYRS TIMINGS ST JOSEPH’S
Bro. Cuthbert RIP 6.30 pm | Vigil Mass
Ryan Family Deceased RIP 9.30 am | Sunday 8.30 am | Dave Pearce RIP
Catherine Murphy-OOConnor RIP | 11.30 am 10.30 am | Patrick Flattery RIP
Alessandra Delgrosso & 5.00 pm
Aminziata Fiore RIP
Chris CoxwellOs Intentions 9.30 am | Monday NO MASS
Andrew Morris RIP 9.30 am | Tuesday 7.00 pm | Richard Pearson RIP
Canon HetheringtonOs Intentions 9.30 am | Wednesday 9.00 am | Maureen Dingle RIP
Andrew Morris RIP 8.00 pm | Thursday 9.00 am | Kevin Murphy RIP
Patricia Sinult RIP 9.30 am | Friday 7.00 pm | Mary Geraghty RIP

Saturday 10.00 am | Richard Pearson RIP

FEASTS OF THE WEEK:

Monday B St Dunstan Tuesday B St John | Wednesday P Dedication of the Cathedral of St John, Portsmouth.
ThursdaybSt. Bernadine of Siena FridaybSt Christopher Magallanes & Companions Saturday P St Rita of Cascia
Thursday 7- 8 pm EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT Friday — 6 - 7 pm
5.3086.15 pm CONFESSIONS - SATURDAY 10.30 D11 am

Responsorial Psalm: “God goes up with shouts of joy; the Lord goes up with trumpet blast.”




COLLECTIONS FOR 9™ MAY 2010

Gift Aid £383.60
Planned Giving £52.50
Loose Plate £308.30
Clergy Training £23.00
TF5 (Fr Zvonko) £20.00
TF3 (CAFOD) £15.39
Candle Money £41.09
Hall Hire £54.00
TOTAL £897.88
Running Totals

TF5 (Fr Zvonko) £577.04
Clergy Training £561.20

REMINDER
The counters for Sunday, 237 will be Sean Murphy & Peter
Chesworth.

SPECIAL COLLECTION
There will be a special collecion TODAY for World
Communications.  For Gift Aid/Planned Giving subscribers,
envelopes are already provided in your yellow boxes. For non-
Gift Aid/Planned Giving subscribers, general envelopes are
available at the back of the Church.

PAPAL VISIT
Although this is a state visit, as dioceses we will have to make a
financial contribution. There will be a second collection in all our
churches on Pentecost Sunday, 23rd May. The target for the
collection is £1million and our diocese target is £50,000. The
Bishop has asked each Mass goer to contribute £2 per head.

PAPAL VISIT PROGRAMME
Thursday, 16th September: Arrival at Edinburgh Airport for a
meeting with the Queen, Mass at Bellahouston Park, Glasgow, then
to London.

Friday, 17th September: Prayer with Religious, celebration of
Catholic Education and meeting with other Faith leaders at
Strawberry Hill. Meeting with Archbishop of Canterbury at Lambeth
Palace, televised address at Westminster Hall, Evening Prayer at
Westminster Abbey.

Saturday, 18th September: Mass at Westminster Cathedral,
pastoral visit to St PeterOs Home for the elderly, Vauxhall, drive
through central London and Prayer Vigil in Hyde Park.

Sunday, 19th September: Beatification Mass at Coventry Airport,
lunch and meeting with the Bishops at Oscott, departure for Rome
from Birmingham International Airport.

For emerging details of the visit, there is a website which is
www.thepapalvisit.org.uk.

ST PAUL’S SCHOOL NEWS
News from St PaulOs Primary School iscontained in its weekly
newsletter and is displayed in the Church porch.

YOUTH GROUP
The next Youth Group session on Friday, 21% May will be a
Swimming & Cinema Night. For further details please contact
Nicola Ritchie 941 5636.

ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL - LATEST NEWS
St JosephOs Convent School in Reading is looking for the following
teaching staff from September 2010; part-time Key Stage 2 (0.8)
and full-time Foundation Teacher for the Preparatory School and a
part-time Geography Teach (0.3) for the Senior School. All
enquiries to Mrs Debbie Kendrick 0118 966 1000 or visit the web-
site www.st-josephs.reading.sch.uk.

WELCOME
A warm welcome to Niamh Mary Elton who is to be baptised here
at St JosephOs today.

BISHOP’S STATEMENT ON CHILD ABUSE
In its recent statement on Child Abuse, the Bishops of England &
Wales pledged that the Church would make the four Fridays of
May special days for reparation and atonement. In our own
Pastoral Area prayers for healing, forgiveness and renewed
dedication and especially prayers for the Holy Father will be held
in Holy Hours as follows on the four Fridays in May.

St JosephOs:
Holy Hour 6 pm B7 pm prior to evening Mass at 7 pm.
English Martyrs:
Holy Hour 10 am B 11 am after the 9.30 am Mass.
St JamesO:
Holy Hour 12.45 pm B 13.45 pm after the 12.15 pm Mass.

Note: For St JosephOs parishioners, there will be no Adoration on
Saturday mornings during May.

BAPTISM COURSE

The next Baptism course at St JosephOs will be on Wednesday,
23rd June and Wednesday, 30" June from 8 pm - 9.30 pm in the
main Church hall. We will be using a programme called: Baptism
b helping your child get the most out of life. Godparents are also
welcome to join us for discussion and to watch a DVD. The
courses only run every few months, so if you are new or
expectant parents, it might be better to attend this course if you
wish your child to be baptised fairly soon.

If you are considering Baptism for your child, whatever their age,
please register for the course by contacting Brigid Parkes on
9427436 or alternatively email the Parish Office (details on the
front of this newsletter).

SPEAKING UP for CAFOD TRAINING DAY

Saturday, 19th June, 10.30 am - 4.30 pm, St John the Baptist
Parish Hall, Alexandra Road, Andover, SP10 3AD. Are you
interested in speaking on behalf of CAFOD at Mass or other
events? If so - this is the workshop for you, suitable for both
those who have never spoken in public before and those who
already have experience but perhaps not for CAFOD.
Refreshments provided (please bring your own lunch), parking
available, close to Andover train station. Booking essential.
Please contact the CAFOD Portsmouth office on
portsmouth@cafod.org.uk or 01252 329385

JUNIOR and MINI GREAT SOUTH RUN
Saturday, 23" October, Portsmouth. Are you aged 3-8 or 9-15?
Then you could take part in the Mini (1.5K, 3-8 year olds) and
Junior (2.5k, 9-15 year olds) Great South Run in Portsmouth and
raise money for CAFOD! For more information or to register in
the race please contact Helen Hinde: hhinde@cafod.org.uk or
020 7095 5333.

LIFE

Grateful thanks to all who supported our Spring Sale at St
JosephOs last Sunday. We made £227. Our next fundraising
stall will be at the League of Friends Hospital Fete on 5™ June at
the Victoria Recreation Ground, School Road, Tilehurst, followed
by our presence at Reading Waterfest on 19" June. Any
donations of gift items for these events would be welcome and
much appreciated.

The General Election result in Reading West (Alok Sharma) and
Reading East (Rob Wilson) will be beneficial to the pro-life cause;
we anticipate making more headway in Parliament than
previously. Mr. Sharma has already visited our Pregnancy Care
Centre to discuss current issues with us - Christine Wall, Chair
Reading and District LIFE.

OPEN DAY AT THE CATHOLIC NATIONAL LIBRARY
St MichaelOs Abbey, Farnborough on 22nd May 2010, 11lam-
3pm. All visitors welcome to visit the library and browse the
collection. There will be a sale of surplus books and tours of the
Abbey Church and crypt will be available at 3pm. For all
enquiries ring 01252 543818 or email library@catholic-
library.org.uk.




