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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER - YEARC 1°72"° MAY 2010

The General Election is this coming Thursday and | was trying to find out where the phrase Ogoing to the pollsO
comes from. | think it simply means a head-count, and if that is not accurate enough | hope someone will
enlighten me.

I am sure many of us will take our vote for granted, and because of that may not be too bothered about exercising
our right. But we should think again. We will not have to go too far back in our own families to find those who
were never able to vote. My great grandmothers probably would have voted only towards the very end of their
lives. Women could not vote on the same terms as men in this country until 1928. Before that only women in
Britain and Ireland over thirty had been able to vote and that had only been since the end of the First World War.

In France all women were not allowed to vote until after the Second World War. It was not until 1965 that African-
Americans in the USA were fully able to exercise the right to vote, and the apartheid restrictions that existed on
voting did not disappear from South Africa until 1994. There are still many parts of the world where universal
suffrage does not exist.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church speaks of the Omoral obligationO of Christians to Oexercise their right to voteO
(no. 2240). It does this in discussing the fourth commandment: Oyou shall love your neighbour as yourselfO, and
so reminds us that one way of living the Gospel, is to try to ensure that we live in society with an attitude of service

to each other. So the Catechism also says that Oserice of the common good requires citizens to fulfil their roles in

the life of the political communityO.

I hope this coming week, we can all find the time to consider carefully our obligations to each other and to the
common good and to make sure that our head is counted.

Fr Andrew
MASS INTENTIONS
ENGLISH MARTYRS TIMINGS ST JOSEPH’S
Aithna Bennett RIP 6.30 pm | Vigil Mass
Vincenzo Severino RIP 9.30 am | Sunday 8.30 am | Catherine Hanley RIP
Kevin Commins & Kathleen 11.30 am 10.30 am | Joan OOBrien RIP
Gaughan RIP
Ann Leonard RIP 5.00 pm
Syro Malabar Mass 6.30 pm
J.H. King RIP 10.00 am | Monday 10.00 am | Leonilda Figueira RIP
Andrew Morris RIP 9.45 am | Tuesday 7.00 pm | May Walton RIP
Bishop HollisO Intentions 9.30 am | Wednesday 9.00 am | Maureen Dingle RIP
Bro. Gerard Despathy RIP 8.00 pm | Thursday 9.00 am | Maureen Dingle RIP
Gregory Sakaria RIP 9.30 am | Friday 7.00 pm | Private Intention
Saturday 10.00 am | Briege McKeown RIP
1.00 pm | Marriage: Rebecca Shanley &
David Osborn
FEAST OF THE WEEK:
Monday B SS Philip & James Tuesday D The English Martyrs
Thursday 7- 8 pm EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT Saturday 9.30 - 10 am
5.3086.15 pm CONFESSIONS - SATURDAY 10.30-11 am
Responsorial Psalm: “l will bless your name for ever, O God my King.”




COLLECTIONS FOR 25™ APRIL 2010

Gift Aid £275.40
Planned Giving £67.50
Loose Plate £310.98
Clergy Training £4.00
TF5 (Fr Zvonko) £0.00
TF3 (CAFOD) £3.50
Candle Money £22.40
Repository £119.80
Hall Hire £9.00
CAFOD Family Fast £143.71
Donation Carmelites £10.00
TOTAL £966.29
Running Totals
TF5 (Fr Zvonko) £557.04

REMINDER

REMINDER

The counters for Sunday, 9' May will be Pat Toner and Angela
Barry.

SPECIAL COLLECTION
There will be a special collection TODAY for the Clergy Training
Fund.

ST PAUL’S SCHOOL NEWS
News from St PaulOs Primary School iscontained in its weekly
newsletter and is displayed in the Church porch.

YOUTH GROUP
The next Youth Group session will be helping with the Christian
Aid Envelope drop and a Club Night on Friday, 7" May. For
further details please contact Nicola Ritchie 941 5636.

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
Collectors required week commencing 9" May. For further
details, please contact John Macbeth on 941 4685. The
Christian Aid Service will be held at St MichaelOs Church on
Sunday, 9" May at 6.30 pm. All are welcome.

CAFOD - LENT FAST

We have had a fantastic response from the Family Fast Day and
OGive it up for LentO appeal. A cheque has just been senio
CAFOD from us here at St JosephOs for the total amount of
£1,294.62 this was made up from Family Fast £819.34, OGive it
UpO £378.05, Haiti Appeal £97.23 This money will, as we know
be used wisely by CAFOD to help as many people as possible
who are in such deperate need. On behalf of CAFOD thank you
all so muchb Margaret Chaplin.

B KNITWITS
KnitwitsCnext meeting will be on Monday, 10" May at 7.30 pm at
the home of Ruth Lewis: 30 Calder Close, Tilehurst.

WOODLEY JUMBULANCE GROUP

The Italian Dolomites is the location for our holiday by
Jumbulance this year. We are away from Saturday, 25th
September B Sunday, 3rd October, leaving from St John Bosco
Woodley. The new hotel is available to view at www.hotelalpin.it.
We have vacancies for volunteer helpers, both male and female,
all VIP places are taken. For more information, please contact
John Gill 9694769; Marie O'Gorman 9691927; or Anne
MacDonald 9585841.

SHORT HOUSE-PARTY BREAK IN DORSET
FOR UNATTACHED CATHOLICS

A small mixed group of unattached Catholics from all over UK are
planning their fourth short holiday, a 4-night mid-week break in
October; there are limited vacancies. WeOre a very friendly group
and welcome enquiries from anyone interested in joining us.
Sense of humour is essentiall More details from
marycolbeck@yahoo.com or 0118 9475782.

EASTER OFFERING - THANK YOU

May | thank all parishioners for their most generous Easter
A\ | deeply appreciate
everyoneOs kindness and thoughtfulness. You are all irmy prayers

offerings which amounted to £2,472.30.

D Fr Joseph.

GET CREATIVE! FOR CAFOD PORTSMOUTH

Entries are still welcome until the 7th June (from individuals
and/or schools and groups) for CAFOD Portsmouth's "Get
Creative" competition, to produce a CD of songs and poems
from people across the Diocese. The topic could be anything
from environmental justice to livesimply, from worship to social
action. Full rules and entry forms can be downloaded from
www.cafod.org.uk/portsmouth or contact the office at
portsmouth@cafod.org.uk or 01252 329285 for more
information.

APF
1tOs time to open the mission boxes again. No deadline at this
time of year b at your earliest convenience please. The spring
magazines are available at the back of the Church. If you
would like a mission box in your home please contact me b
Mike Tomas, APF Secretary. Telephone No. 941 2786.

EVER ANCIENT, EVER NEW

A weekend for young adults aged 18 - 38, inviting them to
consider the beauty of a call to the religious life in the 21st
century. Friday, 14th (evening) B Sunday, 16th May 2010 in
the Essex countryside with the Community of Our Lady of
Walsingham. For further details visit
http://www.walsinghamcommunity.org/events.html or call Sr
Camilla on 01277 373959/848.

OPEN DAY AT THE CATHOLIC NATIONAL LIBRARY
St MichaelOs Abey, Farnborough on 22nd May 2010, 11am -
3pm. All visitors welcome to visit the library and browse the
collection. There will be a sale of surplus books and tours of the
Abbey Church and crypt will be available at 3pm. For all
enquiries ring 01252 543818 or email library@catholic-
library.org.uk.

JOINT PARISH PASSOVER
Many thanks to all who helped with this yearOs Passover
celebration. Once all expenses were paid, we had £70 left over.
The planning group agreed that this money will be sent to the
Churches Together in Reading Drop In Centre In Berkeley
Avenue.

CAUSEWAY PROSPECTS
Causeway Prospects is a Christian charity dedicated to sharing
the gospel with people with learning disabilities.

Mission Resources Co-ordinator - £10,966 30 hours per week.
You will be responsible for management and administration of all
mission resources, which would include ordering materials,
copying documents, arranging storage and distribution of
materials, managing a volunteer, financial data management - a
complete logistics service to the mission team. For further
details please contact Human Resources Department,
Prospects, 69 Honey End Lane, Reading, RG30 4EL. Tel: 0118
951 6987. Email: kateh@prospects.org.uk.

LIFE
Next Sunday, after both Masses LIFE will have a sale in the hall
of plants, cakes, jewellery, toiletries and gift items. We would be
very grateful for any donations, especially of cakes and plants.
Contact Christine Wall, tel. 9411605.

BISHOP’S STATEMENT ON CHILD ABUSE
In its recent statement on Child Abuse, the Bishops of England &
Wales pledged that the Church would make the four Fridays of
May special days for reparation and atonement. In our own
Pastoral Area prayers for healing, forgiveness and renewed
dedication and especially prayers for the Holy Father will be held
in Holy Hours as follows on the four Fridays in May.

St JosephOs:

Holy Hour 6 pm B 7 pm prior to evening Mass at 7 pm.
English Martyrs:

Holy Hour 10 am 11 am after the 9.30 am Mass.

St JamesO:

Holy Hour 12.45 pm B 13.45 pm after the 12.15 pm Mass.



