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PENTECOST SUNDAY Ð YEAR C                 22ND/23RD MAY 2010 
 
The Solemnity of Pentecost celebrates the fulfilment of the promise which Jesus had made to the apostles to send 
them an ÔAdvocateÕ after returning to the Father.  It is called Pentecost on the Christian calendar because it occurs 
fifty days after Easter Sunday.  The first reading tells us that on the day of Pentecost, there were people from very 
many nations in Jerusalem who had gathered there for the Jewish feast of Pentecost.  Pentecost is originally a 
Jewish feast and it is so called because it occurs fifty days after the second day of the Passover. 
 
To the Jewish people, Pentecost has historical and agricultural significance.  Historically, it commemorates the 
giving of the Law or Torah to Moses on Mount Sinai.  Agriculturally, Pentecost commemorates the time when the 
first fruits of the wheat harvest were harvested and brought to the temple in the form of two cakes of leavened 
bread (cf. Lev. 23:17).  The fact that Jesus decided to send down the Holy Spirit on his disciples on this Jewish 
feast has significance for us Christians.  In fact it points to the fact that Jesus is the fulfilment of the Old Testament.  
 
The Jewish people celebrated the beginning of the wheat harvest by offering the first of the harvested wheat to the 
Lord.  In the Christian feast, we celebrate the beginning of the Christian Church, when Jesus harvested 3,000 
souls who were Ôcut to the heartÕ by PeterÕs preaching.  Jesus Christ himself is the first fruit Òof those who have 
fallen asleepÓ (cf. 1 Cor 15:20).  In addition, the Spirit that the Church received on that day guides us into all truth 
and knowledge of GodÕs will in a way that far surpasses what was given in the Torah on Sinai.  
 
This Spirit of God, Spirit of Christ, is still very present, still moving powerfully within each of us and amongst us. 
Today, as we celebrate Pentecost, may we listen to the voice of this Spirit as He guides us into all truth and 
knowledge of GodÕs will and may we be given the grace to follow where He leads us, as individuals and as 
Church.                                                                                                                                                        Fr Joseph 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
ENGLISH MARTYRS TIMINGS ST JOSEPHÕS 
Aithna Bennett RIP   6.30 pm Vigil Mass      
Geraldine Maria Stanton RIP   9.30 am     8.30 am Sarah ClarkeÕs Intentions 
Ian Shaw RIP 11.30 am 
Josie OÕCallaghan RIP     5.00 pm 

Sunday  
  10.30 am Ann Towey RIP 

Shaw FamilyÕs Intentions   9.30 am Monday      8.30 am In honour of Our Lady, Help of 
Christians 

Andrew Morris RIP   9.30 am Tuesday      7.00 pm Richard Pearson RIP 
Ann McCabe RIP   9.30 am Wednesday      9.00 am Con Duggan RIP 
Lucy McGullion RIP   8.00 pm Thursday      9.00 am Richard Pearson RIP 

    7.00 pm Patrick Kilbane RIP Patricia Whiteway RIP   9.30 am Friday  
   11.30 am Funeral - David John Naughton 

RIP 
  Saturday     10.00 am Dominic ClarkÕs Intentions 

FEASTS OF THE WEEK:  
Tuesday Ð St. Bede the Venerable     Wednesday Ð St. Philip Neri     ThursdayÐSt. Augustine of Canterbury 

Friday Ð Blessed Margaret Pole        
Thursday 7- 8 pm  EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  Friday Ð 6-7 pm 

5.30Ð6.15 pm CONFESSIONS - SATURDAY 10.30 Ð 11 am 

Responsorial Psalm :  ÒSend forth your Spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the earth.Ó  



COLLECTIONS FOR 16TH MAY 2010 
Gift  Aid  £497.93 
Planned Giving  £47.91 
Loose Plate  £370.60 
Clergy Training  £8.00 
TF5 (Fr Zvonko)  £30.00 
TF3 (CAFOD) £2.21 
Candle Money  £32.77 
Hall Hire  £294.00 
World Communications  £439.68 
TOTAL £1,723.10 
Running Totals   
TF5 (Fr Zvonko)  £607.04 
Clergy Training  £569.20 
World Communications  £518.63 

 
REMINDER 

The counters for Sunday, 30th May will be Tony & Jill Flint and 
Pat Knowles. 
 

PAPAL VISIT  
Although this is a state visit, as dioceses we will have to make a 
financial contribution. There will be a second collection in all our 
churches TODAY. The target for the collection is £1million and our 
diocese target is £50,000. The Bishop has asked each Mass goer 
to contribute £2 per head. 
 

ST PAULÕS SCHOOL NEWS 
News from St PaulÕs Primary School is contained in its weekly 
newsletter and is displayed in the Church porch. 
 

YOUTH GROUP 
The next Youth Group session on Friday, 28th May will be a 
Break-up Disco.  For further details please contact Nicola Ritchie 
941 5636. 
 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome to Evie Grace Martin who is to be baptised here 
at St JosephÕs today. 
 

DAVID JOHN NAUGHTON RIP  
The parish offers condolences to the family of David John 
Naughton who died recently.  DavidÕs Funeral Mass will be on 
Friday, 28th May at 11.30 am.  All are welcome. 
 

HOLY HOUR Ð ST JOSEPHÕS 
Friday, 28th May 6 Ð 7 pm prior to evening Mass at 7 pm. 
 

BAPTISM COURSE 
The next Baptism course at St JosephÕs will be on Wednesday, 
23rd June and Wednesday, 30th June from 8 pm - 9.30 pm in the 
main Church hall.  We will be using a programme called: Baptism Ð 
helping your child get the most out of life.  Godparents are also 
welcome to join us for discussion and to watch a DVD. The courses 
only run every few months, so if you are new or expectant parents, 
it might be better to attend this course if you wish your child to be 
baptised fairly soon. 
 
If you are considering Baptism for your child, whatever their age, 
please register for the course by contacting Brigid Parkes on 
9427436 or alternatively email the Parish Office (details on the front 
of this newsletter). 
 

LIFE 
Our next fundraising stall will be at the League of Friends Hospital 
Fete on 5th June at the Victoria Recreation Ground, School Road, 
Tilehurst, followed  by our presence at Reading Waterfest on 19th 
June.  Any donations of gift items for these events would be 
welcome and much appreciated - Christine Wall, Chair Reading 
and District LIFE. 
 
 
 
 
 

UNION OF CATHOLIC MOTHERS 
'What Life Has Taught Me'.  At the next UCM meeting on 
Wednesday, 26th May, Mary Baxter will talk about her life and 
experiences.  We meet in the small hall at 7.30 pm and all ladies 
are welcome to join us. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR  
FIRST HOLY COMMUNICANTS: 

 
Christopher Allen Tyron Baah 
Liam Ball Josh Barrett 
Cherie Campbell Kira Carrick 
Rose Chaplin Sam Clift 
Ruby Crofts Konrad Dadej 
Joanna Dennehy Rhiannon Dodson-Edwards 
Robert Donkin Francesca Earley 
Benjamin Ellison Jack Emery 
Francesca Flach Thea Garcia 
Gabriella Goodwin Nerea Hopkins 
Ross Jenner Sabine Karlsen 
Esme Kennedy Ciara Lally 
Mary Ellen Lally Craig Moran 
Harrison Newman Jade OÕConnor 
Shannon OÕDea Ellie Pearson 
Duncan Pritchard Daniel Saunders 
Lydia Sheppard Connor Simmonds 
Helena Townley Lucy Turner 
Fraser Welsh Aiden Woolford 
 

Please support them with your prayers. 
 

A big THANK YOU to the children, to the parents and the team 
of catechists who prepared the children and to all who prepared 
the Church and the Liturgy so beautifully for last weekendÕs 
celebration – Fr Joseph. 
 

CAFOD 
Since Focus Africa was launched 4 years ago, the catholic 
community have raised £2.2 million and so much has been 
achieved in so many countries.  We, from our own parish, have 
given £5,228.61 (so far). 
 
In a few weeks time, we are going back to the system where we 
can choose a specific country to help.  We will also have the 
opportunity then to learn more about the lives of the people 
there, swap messages, Christmas cards, etc., a more personal 
approach and discover the difference our support really makes. 
 
ÒWatch this spaceÓ for more news on this exciting project -   
Connect 2 when it becomes available Ð Margaret Chaplin. 
 

THANK YOU FROM CAFOD  
The details of a thank you letter from CAFOD relating to 
CAFODÕs work in Haiti after the earthquake is set out in the 
CAFOD section of the notice board in the Church porch. 
 

GREGORIAN CHANT WORKSHOP  
There will be a Gregorian Chant Workshop in St John's 
Cathedral on Saturday, 12th June 2010.  All are welcome, both 
beginners and advanced students.  Fee £15. The workshop will 
be led by the Abbot of Farnborough Abbey, Dom Cuthbert 
Brogan OSB, and a director of the Schola Gregoriana of 
Cambridge.  The workshop begins at 10 am and concludes with 
Vespers and Benediction at 4pm. To register, contact: 
chantnetwork@gmail.com or Tel: 023 92862384.  
 

VOCATIONS WEEKEND 
Vocations Weekend for Young Women considering Religious Life 
Organized by the sisters, Faithful Companions of Jesus 
(www.fcjsisters.org).  Where:  Broadstairs, Kent.  When : May 
28th - 30th 2010.  For more information please contact Sr Lynne 
fcJ on lynnefcj@hotmail.com. 
 
 


