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THE FEAST OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY BYEAR C 29"/30" MAY 2010

Last Tuesday, Queen Elizabeth donned her robes and jewels and set out by horse-drawn carriage for the Palaces
of Westminster. After almost sixty years on the throne, it is a sign of her professionalism that she never seems to
look bored as she sits down and reads out yet another Queen’s Speech. Of course, these are written for her by the
Government and map out the Bills which will be introduced during the coming year. Surrounding this occasion are
all sorts of traditions B some of them rather odd but steeped in history. For example, the slamming of the door to
the House of Commons in the face of a man with the title OBlack Rod®. Even better is the custom of an MP being
held hostage in Buckingham Palace whilst the Queen is at Parliament Bto ensure that she returns safely.

To some these rituals can appear antiquated and even ridiculous. But there is a serious side to customs steeped in
history. We currently live in very unstable times: peace is a distant dream in so many parts of the world, there are
threats made against whole nations; countries are struggling with enormous debts and people are really feeling the
pain that goes with trying to sort out a huge national deficit. We got a small taste of that this week with the
announcement of £6 billion of cost-cutting by government. When so many aspects of life seem fragile or even
under attack, it does no harm to have a sense of continuity, of connections with the past. Rituals, processions and
robes all help give that feeling of stability b one reason that lawyers and judges dress in special clothes in Court.

The Church has recognised this fact for hundreds of years. In the midst of turmoil, change and anxiety, it is good to
be able to come into a church and celebrate our faith, using the time-honoured rituals which have served so many
so well in the past. No matter what else is happening in our lives, the highs and the lows, the good and the bad, we
are invited to share the LordOs Supper: Otake and eat, take and drinkO. When we make thég8 of the Cross, we
remember that One God, Father Son and Holy Spirit, is with us always, no matter what. In the Sacraments, and in
the Eucharist especially, we are offered a sense of security and a peace which the world cannot give. Customs, our
traditions, the rituals we follow without thinking, are all important indicators of an unchanging reality - which is that
our God is with us, now and forever.

Fr John
MASS INTENTIONS
ENGLISH MARTYRS TIMINGS ST JOSEPHOS
Mattie McCabe RIP 6.30 pm | Vigil Mass
Kathleen Gaughan & Kevin 9.30 am | Sunday 8.30 am | Margaret Burke RIP
Commins RIP
Andrew Morris RIP 11.30 am 10.30 am | Elino Gamorot & Feliza Villanon RIP
Marie HayesO Intentions 5.00 pm
Bertrand Hensley RIP 10.00 am | Monday 10.00 am | Ann Eyers RIP
Andrew Morris RIP 9.30 am | Tuesday 7.00 pm | Jim Rafter RIP
Kate Knollys RIP 9.30 am | Wednesday 9.00 am | Bernard McCormack RIP
Bill Canning RIP (F) 8.00 pm | Thursday 9.00 am | Mairin Hayes RIP & Intentions of
Sean HayesO Family
Ann McCabe RIP 9.30 am | Friday 7.00 pm | Irene & Herbert Pollard RIP
Saturday 10.00 am | Hyacinth CobbOs Intentions
FEAST OF THE WEEK:
Monday B THE VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY Tuesday - St Justin

Wednesday P Ss Marcellinus & Peter Thursday - St Charles Lwanga & Companions Saturday b St Boniface
Thursday 7- 8 pm EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT Saturday 9.30 - 10 am
5.3086.15 pm CONFESSIONS - SATURDAY 10.30-11 am

Responsorial Psalm : OHowgreat is your name, O Lord our God, through all the earth! [¢]




COLLECTIONS FOR 23"° MAY 2010

Gift Aid £262.59
Planned Giving £59.00
Loose Plate £272.39
Parish Books (Code 28) £79.00
TF5 (Fr Zvonko) £2.50
TF3 (CAFOD) £3.10
Candle Money £46.18
Hall Hire £578.00
World Communications £20.50
Papal Visit £409.59
TOTAL £1,732.85
Running Totals
TF5 (Fr Zvonko) £609.54
Clergy Training £569.20
World Communications £539.13
Papal Visit £409.59

REMINDER
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The counters for Sunday, 6™ June will be Rosalind Gilbert & John
Macbeth.

ST PAULOS SCHOOL NEWS
News from St Paul®s Primary School iscontained in its weekly
newsletter and is displayed in the Church porch.

YOUTH GROUP
The next Youth Group session on Friday, 11" June will be an
Equipment Night. For further details please contact Nicola
Ritchie 941 5636.

WELCOME
A warm welcome to Sadie-Rose Clifford who is to be baptised
here at St JosephOs today.

BAPTISM COURSE

The next Baptism course at St JosephOs will be on Wednesday,
23rd June and Wednesday, 30" June from 8 pm - 9.30 pm in the

main Church hall. We will be using a programme called: Baptism b

helping your child get the most out of life. Godparents are also

welcome to join us for discussion and to watch a DVD. The courses

only run every few months, so if you are new or expectant parents,

it might be better to attend this course if you wish your child to be

baptised fairly soon.

If you are considering Baptism for your child, whatever their age,
please register for the course by contacting Brigid Parkes on
9427436 or alternatively email the Parish Office (details on the front
of this newsletter).

LIFE
Our next fundralsmg stall will be at the League of Friends Hospital
Fete on 5" June at the Victoria Recreation Ground, School Road
Tilehurst, followed by our presence at Reading Waterfest on 19"
June. Any donations of gift items for these events would be
welcome and much appreciated - Christine Wall, Chair Reading
and District LIFE.

GREGORIAN CHANT WORKSHOP

There will be a Gregonan Chant Workshop in St John's Cathedral
on Saturday, 12" June 2010. All are welcome, both beginners and
advanced students. Fee £15. The workshop will be led by the
Abbot of Farnborough Abbey, Dom Cuthbert Brogan OSB, and a
director of the Schola Gregoriana of Cambridge. The workshop
begins at 10 am and concludes with Vespers and Benediction at
4pm. To register, contact: chantnetwork@gmail.com or Tel: 0239
286 2384.

HOLY HOUR
Many thanks to all parishioners who supported the Holy Hour
during May, when we offered up prayers for healing, forgiveness
and renewed dedication for all those abused children b Fr Joseph.

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING

An introduction to the Creighton Model Fertility Care System. All

are welcome to a free talk, describing how this holistic approach

can be used to avoid or achieve a pregnancy and monitor a

womanOs reproductive health. The talk will be given at English
Martyrs Parish Centre on Monday, 28th June starting at 8 pm

(tea/coffee available from 7:30 pm). To book a place or for more

information, please contact Sarah Finch on 0118 945 6545, email

fertility.care@btconnect.com.

CORPUS CHRISTI

The Polish Community of Reading cordially invites you to join
them in the procession of Corpus Christi on Sunday, 6" June
2010 at 2 pm. The Holy Mass will be celebrated in the Sacred
Heart of Jesus Church, 61 Watlington Street, Reading. The
procession will depart via Watlington Street to the St James
Church at 3 pm. Free refreshments will be served in the Sacred
Heart of Jesus Church Hall. All are very welcome.

KNITWITS
The next meeting will be on Monday, 7" June at 7.30 pm at the
home of Colleen Collins: 40 Blewbury Drive.

CAN YOU HELP A MATURE STUDENT?

We have received a request through the Parish Office for a 35
year old mature Catholic female student who lives in Italy and
who is seeking free board and lodging for the month of August,
so that she can attend an English-speaking course. In return for
free board and lodging, the lady is wiling to assist in
household/domestic work. If anybody can offer help, please
contact Sheila Jones in the Parish Office.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING FOR
THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND

The Sacrament of Anointing for the Sick and Housebound, for
both St. JosephOs and English Martyrs parishioners, will take
place at the English Martyrs Church on Sunday, 27th June at
3.00 p.m. It will be followed by Afternoon Tea in the Community
Centre. Please invite all your Catholic friends and neighbours
who are infirm or unable to get to Mass regularly. Names of
people needing lifts may be given to the Secretary.

There are lists for names of helpers in the Church porch b we
need volunteers to give lifts on the day, and people to help with
preparing the hall, the catering and serving of Tea. With
everybodyOs assistance, we are sureyou will find it a really
enjoyable occasion - and be home again before 5 p.m.

PASTORAL AREA DAY FOR CATECHISTS
Our Pastoral Area Council would like to invite all parish
catechists (those involved in Baptism, First Holy Communion,
Confirmation, Marriage and RCIA) to English Martyrs Parish
Centre on Saturday, 26" June, to share and develop their
experience of Catechesis. We welcome everyone, particularly
those who would like to contribute to these programmes, or who
would like to find out more about the ministry of catechesis. We
will begin at 11.15 am and finish at about 4 pm. Lunch will be
provided. For more information or to confirm attendance, please
contact Chris Burton 959 1113, Ann Epps on 941 1479.

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2011 PREPARATION MEETING
On Sunday, 27th June, from 2 - 5 pm at St JosephOs, Park Lane,
Tilehurst. Contact Dave Hill on: 01329
83094 7/dhill@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk.

LIVING OUR FAITH
Parishioners will have heard from Fr John at Masses last
weekend about the Living Our Faith campaign and | look forward
to receiving support and help from all parishioners in the weeks
ahead. If you have any queries, please feel free to contact me or
Sheila Jones in the Parish Office. Thank you B Fr Joseph.




