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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – YEAR C                      8TH/9TH MAY 2010 
 
As I think many of you know, I am co-ordinating the arrangements for Pope Benedict coming to the UK in 
September.  ItÕs a complex thing to do because organisation of the visit is shared between the Bishops and the 
Government and especially as the parts of the visit for which the Church is responsible are big outdoor gatherings.  
 
Over the four days, about 400,000 people will get the chance to pray with the Pope at three large celebrations.  On 
top of that there are the arrangements for transport, accommodation, policing, security, prayer books, and musicÉ 
the list sometimes seems endless.  By the end of June we will be able to advise how each Diocese will receive an 
allocation of invitations to these celebrations and how transport to them is possible.  Not everyone who wants to 
come will be able to, so we are making arrangements for as much of the visit as possible to be covered on 
television, and that is not as easy as it sounds either. 
 
In the meantime it all takes a lot of professional expertise as well as the costs of hiring the places and building 
sanctuary areas, printing, lighting, sound, vestments.  It all has to be paid for.  People are being very generous 
with their time and services and giving discounts for the Church, but there is still a lot to find.  So the Bishops have 
authorised a collection at Pentecost (23 May) to help fund the costs.  We donÕt know what the exact figures for the 
Church will be yet, but we estimate about £7million.  
 
Through fundraising and the generosity of donors, we have so far raised over £3 million and we are looking to 
advertising and sponsorship to raise more.  The Bishops have asked that between us the Mass-goers in England, 
Scotland and Wales, try to contribute at least £1million.  ItÕs a huge amount of money and it is not easy to ask for 
it, especially in difficult times and when so much generosity is being shown already to Living Our Faith.  
 
Not everyone will get the opportunity to be with Pope Benedict in person, and his visit will span only four days.  
However, experience around the world shows that a visit from the Pope, no matter how short, can have a good 
effect on both Catholics and others and often marks a bit of a lift in the life of the Church.  The collection will be in 
two weeks time, please give generously and if you are a taxpayer gift-aid your offering too.  Everything will be a 
great help.  Thank you.                                                                                                                      Fr Andrew  

MASS INTENTIONS 
ENGLISH MARTYRS TIMINGS ST JOSEPH’S 
Gregory & ChandrikaÕs Intentions   6.30 pm Vigil Mass     
Paddy Kilbane RIP   9.30 am     8.30 am Ann Towey RIP 
Tony Doherty RIP 11.30 am 
Alex Pich & Family Intentions     5.00 pm 

Sunday 
  10.30 am Chris McNulty RIP 

Mick Lavelle RIP   9.30 am Monday    NO MASS 
Steve Lee & FamilyÕs Intentions   9.30 am Tuesday     7.00 pm Jim McGroarty RIP 
Pat JohnstonÕs Intentions   9.30 am Wednesday      9.00 am Ellen McAteer RIP 
Faye, Ann & Keith MorrisÕ Intents.   8.00 pm Thursday     9.00 am Kevin Murphy RIP 
Andrew Morris RIP   9.30 am Friday     7.00 pm May Moore RIP 

    9.30 am    Saturday 
  11.00 am First Holy Communion Mass 

FEASTS OF THE WEEK: 
Wednesday Ð SS Nereus, Achilleus & Pancras      Thursday Ð OUR LADY OF FATIMA     Friday - ST MATTHIAS        

Thursday 7- 8 pm  EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT Friday – 6 pm 
5.30Ð6.15 pm CONFESSIONS - SATURDAY No Confessions 

Responsorial Psalm:  “Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.” 



COLLECTIONS FOR 2ND MAY 2010 
Gift Aid £418.50 
Planned Giving £59.50 
Loose Plate £241.47 
Clergy Training £440.94 
TF5 (Fr Zvonko) £0.00 
TF3 (CAFOD) £57.95 
Candle Money £39.00 
Youth Group £25.00 
TOTAL £1,282.36 
Running Totals  
TF5 (Fr Zvonko) £557.04 
Clergy Training £440.94 

 
REMINDER 

The counters for Sunday, 16th May will be John OÕShea and 
Clare McSoley. 
 

SPECIAL COLLECTION 
There will be a special collection next Sunday, 16th May for World 
Communications. 
 
There will also be a special collection on Pentecost Sunday, 23rd 
May, to cover expenses for the Papal Visit.  For emerging details 
of the visit, there is a website which is www.thepapalvisit.org.uk.   
 

ST PAUL’S SCHOOL NEWS 
News from St PaulÕs Primary School is contained in its weekly 
newsletter and is displayed in the Church porch. 
 

YOUTH GROUP 
The next Youth Group session on Friday, 14th May will be a 
Cinema Night.  For further details please contact Nicola Ritchie 
941 5636. 
 

WEDDING CONGRATULATIONS! 
The parish of St JosephÕs offers their sincere congratulations to 
Rebecca Shanley and David Osborn who were married here 
yesterday. 
 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 
The Christian Aid Service will be held at St MichaelÕs Church on 
Sunday, 9th May at 6.30 pm.  All are welcome.  For further 
details, please contact John Macbeth on 941 4685.   
 

KNITWITS 
KnitwitsÕ next meeting will be on Monday, 10th May at 7.30 pm at 
the home of Ruth Lewis:  30 Calder Close, Tilehurst. 
 

WOODLEY JUMBULANCE GROUP 
The Italian Dolomites is the location for our holiday by 
Jumbulance this year. We are away from Saturday, 25th 
September Ð Sunday, 3rd October, leaving from St John Bosco 
Woodley. The new hotel is available to view at www.hotelalpin.it. 
We have vacancies for volunteer helpers, both male and female, 
all VIP places are taken.  For more information, please contact 
John Gill 9694769; Marie O'Gorman 9691927; or Anne 
MacDonald 9585841. 
 

APF 
ItÕs time to open the mission boxes again.  No deadline at this 
time of year Ð at your earliest convenience please.  The spring 
magazines are available at the back of the Church.  If you would 
like a mission box in your home please contact me Ð Mike 
Tomas, APF Secretary. Telephone No. 941 2786. 
 

EVER ANCIENT, EVER NEW 
A weekend for young adults aged 18 - 38, inviting them to 
consider the beauty of a call to the religious life in the 21st 
century.  Friday, 14th (evening) Ð Sunday, 16th May 2010 in the 
Essex countryside with the Community of Our Lady of 
Walsingham. For further details visit 
http://www.walsinghamcommunity.org/events.html or call Sr 
Camilla on 01277 373959/848. 
 

OPEN DAY AT THE CATHOLIC NATIONAL LIBRARY 
St MichaelÕs Abbey, Farnborough on 22nd May 2010, 11am -
3pm.  All visitors welcome to visit the library and browse the 
collection.  There will be a sale of surplus books and tours of the 
Abbey Church and crypt will be available at 3pm.  For all 
enquiries ring 01252 543818 or email library@catholic-
library.org.uk.  
 

CAUSEWAY PROSPECTS 
Causeway Prospects is a Christian charity dedicated to sharing 
the gospel with people with learning disabilities. 
 
Mission Resources Co-ordinator - £10,966.  30 hours per week.   
You will be responsible for management and administration of all 
mission resources, which would include ordering materials, 
copying documents, arranging storage and distribution of 
materials, managing a volunteer, financial data management - a 
complete logistics service to the mission team.  For further 
details please contact : Human Resources Department, 
Prospects, 69 Honey End Lane, Reading, RG30 4EL. Tel: 0118 
951 6987. Email: kateh@prospects.org.uk. 
 

LIFE 
After both Masses TODAY, LIFE will have a sale in the hall of 
plants, cakes, jewellery, toiletries and gift items. 
 

BISHOP’S STATEMENT ON CHILD ABUSE 
In its recent statement on Child Abuse, the Bishops of England & 
Wales pledged that the Church would make the four Fridays of 
May special days for reparation and atonement.  In our own 
Pastoral Area prayers for healing, forgiveness and renewed 
dedication and especially prayers for the Holy Father will be held 
in Holy Hours as follows on the four Fridays in May. 
 

St JosephÕs: 
Holy Hour 6 pm Ð 7 pm prior to evening Mass at 7 pm. 

English Martyrs: 
Holy Hour 10 am Ð 11 am after the 9.30 am Mass. 

St JamesÕ: 
Holy Hour 12.45 pm Ð 13.45 pm after the 12.15 pm Mass. 

 
Note:  For St JosephÕs parishioners, there will be no Adoration on 
Saturday mornings during May and on 15th May the Mass will be 
at 9.30 am instead of the usual 10 am because of the First Holy 
Communion Mass starting at 11 am. 
 

THIRD ORDER OF OUR LADY OF CARMEL 
The next meeting of the Reading Chapter will be on Saturday, 
15th May from 11 am to 3 pm at St AnneÕs Church, Caversham.   
Visitors are very welcome to join us for all or part of the meeting. 
For more information, telephone: 
Robert Ð 0118 941 1141 or Simon Ð 01344 303165. 
 

BAPTISM COURSE 
The next Baptism course at St JosephÕs will be on Wednesday, 
23rd June and Wednesday, 30th June from 8 pm - 9.30 pm in the 
main Church hall.  We will be using a programme called: Baptism 
Ð helping your child get the most out of life.  Godparents are also 
welcome to join us for discussion and to watch a DVD. The 
courses only run every few months, so if you are new or 
expectant parents, it might be better to attend this course if you 
wish your child to be baptised fairly soon. 
 
If you are considering Baptism for your child, whatever their age, 
please register for the course by contacting Brigid Parkes on 
9427436 or alternatively email the Parish Office (details on the 
front of this newsletter). 
 

UNION OF CATHOLIC MOTHERS 
The next UCM meeting on Wednesday, 12th May will be devoted 
to the Rosary to mark the month of May.  We meet in the small 
hall at 7.30 pm and all ladies are welcome to attend. 


