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THE FEAST OF CORPUS CHRISTI (The Body and Blood of Christ) – YEAR C     5TH/6TH JUNE 2010 
 
As a boy I was taught to bless myself every time I passed by our parish Church as it was the house of God.  
However, I didnÕt do so when I passed the Anglican Church at the end of the road where I grew up.  I donÕt 
remember asking why that was the case.  Maybe because that wasnÕt the place where we went to Church anyway.  
I just knew that there was a difference and that blessing myself going past our Church was an extension of the 
reverence I was taught to show by genuflecting or bowing when inside Church and crossing in front of the 
tabernacle. 
 
That memory came to my mind because this weekend we are celebrating Corpus Christ Ð the Body and Blood of 
the Lord.  It is our understanding of the Eucharist and our faith in the real presence of the Lord and especially our 
worship of the Blessed Sacrament that marks us out as Catholics within the Christian family. 
 
The readings during Mass today lead us to reflections on understanding the real presence: the presence of the Lord 
among us when we Òdo this in memoryÓ of him; and the presence of the Lord when, following the example of Jesus 
in feeding those who had followed him, we are prepared to respond generously to the needs of others.  In other 
words our faith in the real presence of the body and blood of the Lord and our living of the commandment to love 
our neighbour as ourselves, go completely together.  Perhaps that is best illustrated on Holy Thursday when we 
read the Gospel of Jesus washing the feet of his disciples having said for the first time, ÒThis is my body, this is my 
blood.Ó 
 
Perhaps as we leave the Church today or the next time we come in, each of us might think of pausing longer or 
bowing or genuflecting towards the Tabernacle, so that, in giving reverence to the real presence of the Lord, we 
might also commit ourselves to the real presence of Christ we can so readily show in loving our neighbour.   
 

Fr Andrew 
MASS INTENTIONS 

ENGLISH MARTYRS TIMINGS ST JOSEPH’S 
Kathy Anderson RIP   6.30 pm Vigil Mass     
Mary & Fred Burgess RIP   9.30 am     8.30 am Olivia BreffitÕs Intentions 
Hilary UmehÕs Intentions 11.30 am 
Tony BailyÕs Intentions     5.00 pm 
Syro Malabar      6.30 pm 

Sunday 
  10.30 am Richard Pearson RIP 

Andrew & Sean Morris RIP   9.30 am Monday      8.30 am Audrey Welch RIP 
Ann Morris & Family Intentions   9.30 am Tuesday     7.00 pm Tom Barry RIP 
NO MASS Wednesday      9.00 am Kathleen LeithÕs Intentions 
Patricia Whiteway RIP   8.00 pm Thursday     9.00 am Indira ThomasÕ Intentions 

Friday     7.00 pm Noreen OÕLearyÕs RIP Lily Smith RIP   9.30 am 
Saturday   10.00 am Thomas Coleman RIP 

FEAST OF THE WEEK: 
Wednesday Ð Ss Ephrem & Columba                  Friday Ð THE MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS        

Saturday Ð The Immaculate Heart of Mary        
Thursday 7- 8 pm  EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT Saturday 9.30 - 10 am 

5.30Ð6.15 pm CONFESSIONS - SATURDAY 10.30-11 am 

Responsorial Psalm:  “You are a priest forever, a priest like Melchizedek of old!” 
  



COLLECTIONS FOR 30TH MAY 2010 
Gift Aid £669.95 
Planned Giving £67.00 
Loose Plate £262.73 
Clergy Training £5.00 
TF5 (Fr Zvonko) £5.00 
TF3 (CAFOD) £12.00 
Repository £328.00 
Hall Hire £162.00 
World Communications £15.00 
Papal Visit £17.00 
Youth Group £250.00 
TOTAL £1,793.68 
Running Totals  
TF5 (Fr Zvonko) £614.54 

 
REMINDER 

The counters for Sunday, 13th June will be Maurice OÕBrien & 
Ryan Hawkins. 
 

ST PAUL’S SCHOOL NEWS 
News from St PaulÕs Primary School is contained in its weekly 
newsletter and is displayed in the Church porch. 
 

YOUTH GROUP 
The next Youth Group session on Friday, 11th June will be an 
Equipment Night.  For further details please contact Nicola 
Ritchie 941 5636. 
 

BAPTISM COURSE 
The next Baptism course at St JosephÕs will be on Wednesday, 
23rd June and Wednesday, 30th June from 8 pm - 9.30 pm in the 
main Church hall.  We will be using a programme called: Baptism Ð 
helping your child get the most out of life.  Godparents are also 
welcome to join us for discussion and to watch a DVD. The courses 
only run every few months, so if you are new or expectant parents, 
it might be better to attend this course if you wish your child to be 
baptised fairly soon. 
 
If you are considering Baptism for your child, whatever their age, 
please register for the course by contacting Brigid Parkes on 
9427436 or alternatively email the Parish Office (details on the front 
of this newsletter). 
 

GREGORIAN CHANT WORKSHOP 
There will be a Gregorian Chant Workshop in St John's Cathedral 
on Saturday, 12th June 2010.  All are welcome, both beginners and 
advanced students.  Fee £15. The workshop will be led by the 
Abbot of Farnborough Abbey, Dom Cuthbert Brogan OSB, and a 
director of the Schola Gregoriana of Cambridge.  The workshop 
begins at 10 am and concludes with Vespers and Benediction at 
4pm. To register, contact: chantnetwork@gmail.com or Tel: 0239 
286 2384.  
 

KNITWITS 
The next meeting will be on Monday, 7th June at 7.30 pm at the 
home of Colleen Collins:  40 Blewbury Drive. 
 

LIVING OUR FAITH 
Parishioners will have heard from Fr John at Masses on Pentecost 
Sunday about the Living Our Faith campaign and I look forward to 
receiving support and help from all parishioners in the weeks 
ahead.  If you have any queries, please feel free to contact me or 
Sheila Jones in the Parish Office.  Thank you Ð Fr Joseph. 
 

CORPUS CHRISTI 
You are invited to celebrate the Feast of Corpus Christi at 
Mapledurham House on Thursday, 17th June at 11 am.  The 
celebrant will be Rt Rev William Kenney CP, the Area Bishop for 
Oxfordshire. 
 

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2011 PREPARATION MEETING 
There will be a World Youth Day 2011 preparation meeting on 
Sunday, 27th June from 2 - 5 pm here at St JosephÕs.  Contact 
Dave Hill on: 01329 830947/dhill@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk. 

CAN YOU HELP A MATURE STUDENT? 
We have received a request through the Parish Office for a 35 
year old mature Catholic female student who lives in Italy and 
who is seeking free board and lodging for the month of August, 
so that she can attend an English-speaking course.  In return for 
free board and lodging, the lady is willing to assist in 
household/domestic work.  If anybody can offer help, please 
contact Sheila Jones in the Parish Office. 
 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING FOR 
THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND 

The Sacrament of Anointing for the Sick and Housebound, for 
both St. JosephÕs and English Martyrs parishioners, will take 
place at the English Martyrs Church on Sunday, 27th June at 
3.00 p.m.   It will be followed by Afternoon Tea in the Community 
Centre.  Please invite all your Catholic friends and neighbours 
who are infirm or unable to get to Mass regularly.  Names of 
people needing lifts may be given to the Secretary. 
 
There are lists for names of helpers in the Church porch Ð we 
need volunteers to give lifts on the day, and people to help with 
preparing the hall, the catering and serving of Tea.  With 
everybodyÕs assistance, we are sure you will find it a really 
enjoyable occasion - and be home again before 5 p.m. 
 

PASTORAL AREA DAY FOR CATECHISTS 
Our Pastoral Area Council would like to invite all parish 
catechists (those involved in Baptism, First Holy Communion, 
Confirmation, Marriage and RCIA) to English Martyrs Parish 
Centre on Saturday, 26th June, to share and develop their 
experience of Catechesis.  We welcome everyone, particularly 
those who would like to contribute to these programmes, or who 
would like to find out more about the ministry of catechesis.  We 
will begin at 11.15 am and finish at about 4 pm.  Lunch will be 
provided.  For more information or to confirm attendance, please 
contact Chris Burton 959 1113 or, Ann Epps on 941 1479. 
 

EPIFANIO FERNANDES RIP 
Father of Joseph Fernandes of this parish died aged 82 in Goa 
recently.  Please pray that he may rest in peace. 
 

INVOCATION 2010 
Invocation 2010 is a national discernment festival for young 
adults which will be held in the grounds of St. MaryÕs College, 
Oscott in the Archdiocese of Birmingham from July 2nd Ð 4th 
2010.  This national festival is aimed at young men and women 
aged 16-35, who are looking to deepen their relationship with 
Christ, discern GodÕs will for their lives and at least be open to 
the possibility of priesthood or consecrated life.  This could be a 
really great experience! Please go to the website 
www.invocation.org.uk where more information and a booking 
form are available.  If you do decide to go perhaps you could let 
your priest know so that Fr Mark Hogan, our Vocations Promoter 
can say ÔhulloÕ, as he will be there.  Do contact Fr Mark, on 
01256 323595, if you have any questions or thoughts. 
 

CALLING ALL STUDENTS 
Reading LINK Ð helping communities influence health and social 
care.  Make your voice count.  Complete a short survey at 
Reading University Students Union, 9th or 11th June 12 Ð 2 pm 
or at www.readinglinkcommunitysurvey.co.uk. Elaine Holloway, 
elaine.holloway@rva.org.uk.  
 

JOURNEY IN FAITH 
Are you interested in finding out more about the Catholic faith? 
You may be considering becoming a Catholic or simply want to 
ask a few questions.  Perhaps you are a Catholic who has been 
out of touch and would like to reconnect.  The Journey in Faith 
group meets on Thursday evenings. For more details please 
contact the parish office or phone Brigid Parkes on 942 7436. 
 

JOHN BOYCE RIP 
The parish offers its condolences to the family of John Boyce 
who died recently.  May he rest in peace. 


