
   NEWSLETTER FOR ST JOSEPHÕS & THE ENGLISH MARTYRS 
 

 

Parish Clergy:  
 

Mgr John Nelson  
(Parish Priest &  

Co-ordinating Pastor)  
 

Fr Joseph Awoh  
(Resident at St JosephÕs)  

 
Registered Charity Number: 

246871 
 

64 Liebenrood Road 
Reading, Berkshire, RG30 2EB 
Tel: 0118 957 2149 
englishmartyrs@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
website: www.englishmartyrs.org.uk 
 
Secretary:  Gwen Price  

 
RBH Chaplaincy - 

(Tel: 0118 322 7105) 
Fr Chris Whelan 

Fr Richard Maniak 
(Tel: 0118 958 6637) 

The Presbytery, Berkshire Drive 
Tilehurst, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 5JJ 
Tel:  0118 942 8632   - e-mail: 
sjtilehurst@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
website: www.st-josephs-tilehurst.org.uk 
 
Secretary:  Sheila Jones  

THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME Ð YEAR C                          3RD/4TH JULY 2010 
 
Over the last two months we have watched and read about the tragedy unfolding in the Gulf of Mexico.  Following 
the explosion on an oil rig Ð and, it should not be forgotten, the deaths of eleven workers Ð oil has spewed into the 
sea at an incredible rate.  Various efforts to stem the flow failed and even now, two months later, huge quantities 
of oil are still pouring into the sea.  Apart from the terrible loss of life, the vast amounts of money and manpower 
being used to limit the damage, the impact on thousands of people who earn their living from the sea has been 
devastating.  Living in Reading, some distance from the coast, not many of us actually depend directly on the sea 
for our livelihood Ð but there are millions who do. 
 

Next Sunday is celebrated as Sea Sunday  and provides an opportunity to reflect on the lives of those who work 
at sea.  I read recently that the most dangerous occupation in the world is to be a deep-sea diver.  The second 
most dangerous occupation is to be a seafarer on the high seas.  Wind, sea and tide conspire to unleash 
remarkable forces beyond human control.  The destructive power of a tsunami (as seen a few years ago in the 
Pacific) carries all before it.  Seafarers are reluctant to speak of the dangers they have faced, and the friends they 
have lost.  But they do mention poor standards of seamanship and shipworthiness, and poor implementation of 
international agreements and regulations.  Their stories recall colleagues killed by a fire at sea or a loose mooring 
cable.  Pirates put a hijacked vehicle carrier into service, and one crew locked themselves inside their quarters 
until Danish commandos freed them.  Three others died whilst being held captive by Somali pirates for 10 months.  
Such are the dangers that seafarers experience simply to bring us the daily things we need: food, cars, petrol, 
heating fuel, and raw materials for British manufacturing industry.  Many people in our parishes owe their jobs to 
the hidden work of seafarers.  
 

The Apostleship of the Sea works to provide pastoral support to seafarers, including at the port in Southampton.  
Please support the second collection next weekend: the effects of a one-pound coin dropped in a basket will have 
ripples beyond our imagining.                                                                                                                     Fr John 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
ENGLISH MARTYRS TIMINGS ST JOSEPHÕS 
Kathleen Feeney RIP   6.30 pm Vigil Mass      
Joe Hickey RIP   9.30 am     8.30 am Kevin Spellman RIP 
Mario Fiore RIP 11.30 am 
Ethel Cole RIP     5.00 pm 
Syro Malabar    6.30 pm 

Sunday  
  10.30 am Carmel GibbonÕs Intentions 

Peter Hoppner RIP   9.30 am Monday      NO MASS 
Consuelo Rodriguez RIP   9.30 am Tuesday      7.00 pm Andrew Morris RIP 
Percy & Leslie Pereira RIP   9.30 am Wednesday      9.00 am Priscilla Lewis RIP 
Maria Palamartchuk RIP   8.00 pm Thursday      9.00 am Rita RellisÕ Intentions 

Friday      7.00 pm Andrew Morris RIP 
  10.00 am Martin McCabe RIP 

Eileen Cooper RIP   9.30 am 
Saturday  

   1.00 pm Marriage: Heather Cooke & Kevin 
OÕMahoney 

FEASTS OF THE WEEK:  
Monday Ð St Anthony Zaccaria      Tuesday Ð St Maria Goretti      Friday Ð St Augustine Zhao Rong & Companions      
Thursday 7- 8 pm  EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  Saturday 9.30 - 10 am 

5.30Ð6.15 pm CONFESSIONS - SATURDAY 10.30-11 am 

Responsorial Psalm :  ÒCry out with joy to God all the earth.Ó  



COLLECTIONS FOR  27TH JUNE 2010 
Gift Aid  £348.69 
Planned Giving  £79.50 
Loose Plate  £303.41 
TF3  £1.00 
PeterÕs Pence £375.30 
Hall H ire  £231.00 
TOTAL £1,338.90 
Running Totals   
TF5 (Fr Zvonko)  £614.54 

 
REMINDER 

The counters for Sunday, 11th July will be John OÕShea and 
Clare McSoley. 

SPECIAL COLLECTION  
Please note that there will be a special collection next Sunday, 
11th July for the Apostleship of the Sea. 
 

ST PAULÕS SCHOOL NEWS 
News from St PaulÕs Primary School is contained in its weekly 
newsletter and is displayed in the Church porch. 
 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
The parish is organising a ÒFish ÔnÕ chipÓ supper and entertainment on 
Saturday, 2nd October 2010 at 7 pm.  The provisional arrangements are that 
tickets will be limited to 80, with 30 tickets being allocated to our friends at 
St Catherine of Siena parish.  St CatherineÕs, in January of this year, invited 
us to its Burns Night Supper and the Parish Working Group felt that we 
should reciprocate in a similar manner.  More later Ð Fr Joseph. 
 

DIOCESAN CATHEDRAL Ð THE SCULPTURE OF ST JOHN 
A new 9 ft high sculpture of St John the Evangelist, which has been 
sponsored by the ÒFriends of the CathedralÓ, will be unveiled on 
Thursday, 22nd July at 11 am by Archbishop Vincent Nichols with 
His Eminence Cardinal Cormac Murphy OÕConnor.  Bishop 
Crispian has sent two complimentary tickets for members of our 
parish community.  It is his wish that all our parishes should be 
represented at this special event.  If anyone is interested and would 
like a ticket, please contact Sheila Jones in the Parish Office Ð Fr 
Joseph. 

KATHLEEN FEENEY RIP  
The parish offers condolences to the family of Kathleen Feeney 
who died recently.  KathleenÕs body will be received into Our 
Lady & St AnneÕs Church, Caversham on Sunday, 4th July at 6 
pm.  KathleenÕs Funeral Mass will take place on Monday, 5th July 
at 11 am followed by interment at Henley Road Cemetery. 
 

KNITWITS 
Our next meeting will be on Monday, 5th July at 7.30 pm at the 
home of Christine Wall:  4 Tylers Place. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS AND OFFERINGS 
There is some confusion about what it means to have a Mass 
offered for a person, either living or dead.  Every Mass which is 
ever celebrated includes all the living and all those who have died.  
But it is quite possible, and a source of comfort to many, to have an 
individual mentioned by name as one of those for whom we pray.  
But it should be made absolutely clear that no one Òbuys a MassÓ or 
Òpays for a MassÓ.  An Offering normally accompanies the request 
to remember someone in particular.  For the last 25 years that 
suggested Offering has been £5, and is now £10.  If you wish to 
have someone prayed for in a particular way during Mass, please 
see the Parish Secretary Ð Fr John. 
 

3 PEAKS CHALLENGE  
On August Bank Holiday weekend Father Paul Leonard from St 
Joseph and St Edmund parish in Southampton is undertaking the 
Three Peaks Challenge (i.e. climbing Snowdon, Ben Nevis and 
Scafell Pike in 24 hours!) in aid of CAFOD and Jubilee Action.  If 
you would like to sponsor him for CAFOD, please go to 
www.justgiving.com/PaultLeonard (Don't forget to type in the 't' 
between Paul & Leonard in this website address). 
 
 
 

THANK YOU 
A heartfelt THANK YOU to all who made the ÒAnointing of the 
Sick and HouseboundÓ service last Sunday so special.  Thanks 
to Mgr. John and Frs. Richard, and Joseph, who conducted the 
liturgy.    Those who daily bear the heavy crosses of frailty and ill-
health felt the support of the prayers of the parish and could see 
they are not alone in this difficult aspect of life to which God has 
called them Ð and to which we too may well be called in the 
future.   We remembered that some who attended the last 
service are no longer with us, but we know our parish has the 
legacy of their continuing prayers, as they do ours.  Some 
parishioners who had brought or accompanied the less able also 
sought the Sacrament, perhaps feeling reminded that life is 
always precarious.   Those who were unable to come because of 
their infirmity were particularly remembered in our prayers. 
 
Thanks to all who gave (or offered!) lifts, to the manpower which 
prepared the hall, and to those who provided a wide choice of 
sandwiches, scones and cakes to ensure an exceptional feast on 
the day.   The gallant ladies who manned the kitchen were kept 
busy throughout, coping with a pressure which might have 
deterred the less determined.  Warm congratulations to all the 
parish!       
 

1ST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 2010/2011 
St JosephÕs Parish Programme will begin next term in 
preparation for reception of the sacrament next May.  If your child 
will be in Year 3 or above in September you are invited to 
register for the programme as soon as possible.  If your child 
attends St PaulÕs school please collect an application form from 
the SCHOOL OFFICE and hand it in to the PARISH OFFICE 
(open Tuesday and Thursday 9 am - 12.30 pm).  Parents of 
children at other primary schools should collect the form from the 
parish office. Unfortunately, we will not be able to accept 
applications received after Thursday, 16th September so please 
do not forget to register in plenty of time.          
 

CHILDRENÕS LITURGY Ð ADVANCE NOTICE 
The ChildrenÕs Liturgy during the 10.30 am Sunday Mass will 
cease for the summer break after 11th July session and 
recommence on 12th September. 
 

TEA & COFFEE  Ð ADVANCE NOTICE 
Tea and coffee after the 10.30 am Sunday Mass will cease after 
18th July for the summer break and will start again on 5th 
September. 

THANK YOU É. FROM FATHER JOHN  
Having thought that my birthday might have slipped by unnoticed 
(especially as I was away with the TA in Sussex when the day 
itself came along), I really was taken by surprise last Sunday.  
Thank you to everyone for your greetings, cards, the gift (of wine) 
and the birthday cakes.  And so, another decade begins É..     
 

CAFOD Ð ETHIOPIA Ð WATER PROJECT 
We have started very well with our fundraising for the people of 
Biera Valley, where despite a reservoir, water still does not reach 
families at the far end of the valley.  Most people rely on farming 
for food and income so when harvests fail, diets suffer.  Some of 
you will remember the severe famine in the mid-1980Õs which 
killed one million people and spooked an international appeal for 
funds.  Droughts still continue to jeopardise EthiopiaÕs poorest.  
So thank you all for the £90.65 given in May from coffee 
mornings and the small self-denial envelopes from the Church 
porch.  Thank you again Ð Margaret Chaplin. 
 

WALK THE WORLD 
Join us at 10am on Saturday, 28th August 2010 at Immaculate 
Conception, Bells Lane, Stubbington for Walk the World - an 8 
mile sponsored walk around Stubbington and the Lee on Solent 
area to raise funds for World Youth Day and CAFOD.   For more 
information and to register your place by 16th August contact 
Dave Hill at the Department of Pastoral Formation on 01329 
835583. Sponsorship forms can be downloaded from 
http://cafodportsmouth.wordpress.com. 


